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Annual Salad & Dessert Luncheon June 5!
 

Don’t Miss this Special Event! 
On Wednesday, June 5, we look forward to our 
annual Salad & Dessert Luncheon in Celebration of 
Missions at Mid-Year.   
As we gather and greet one another, music will be 
provided by one of our very talented pianists.   A 
buffet luncheon of both healthy and decadent 
salads and delicious desserts will be served at 
12:30 p.m.  Several Iroquois District UMW officers 
will be our guests. 

As you are able, please bring a large salad or a 
dessert to share. Members of the Executive Board 
will supply tableware, beverages, and rolls. 

Our guest speaker, Mrs. Anh Ha Ho, is Director of 
Client Services at The Refugee Center, located in 
Champaign. Mrs. Ho is a former refugee from 
Vietnam who has lived through just about every 
different type of immigrant status an individual 
can experience.  She will tell us about the work of 
The Refugee Center and also reflect upon her own 
journey as a refugee from Vietnam.   

We invite all women of the church and interested 
gentlemen to join us for lunch and an afternoon of 
inspiration and fellowship! 

 

CWU Honors Meghan Uppinghouse 
Meghan Uppinghouse was nominated by our UMW 
Executive Board as 2019 Outstanding Young 

Church Woman at FUMC in recognition of 
her involvement and service in the life 
of the church. She was honored by 
Church Women United at its annual May 
Friendship Day Celebration. What 
follows is our letter nominating Meghan. 

 
Meghan grew up in our church.  For those of us 
who remember, she has always been there seated 
alongside her family, first as one of the bright, 
shining little girls eager to come forward—younger 
siblings in tow—to hear the children’s stories. We  

 
 
 
have watched her grow into a beautiful, gifted 
young woman, excited about her future.  
 
Meghan has two God-given gifts—music, and most 
especially art, where her greatest joy comes from 
drawing and painting. Currently a student at  
Parkland College, her goal is to become an 
elementary school art teacher.  At First Church, 
she is a member, along with her mother, of the 
bell choir and has also played flute with the 
church orchestra. 
 
When the plea went out for volunteers to learn 
the complex task of operating the sound/video 
system for use in worship services, Meghan 
stepped up and answered the call!  And those of 
us in the congregation who appreciate the 
inspirational slide shows and the convenience of 
large-print hymn lyrics are so pleased that she 
did. 
 
We are blessed to have this gifted young woman 
as a member of our church.  We cannot know 
what God has in store for Meghan Uppinghouse, 
but we are confident that, inspired by her faith 
and supported by all who love her, she will 
continue to serve in music, art, or technical 
ministry, wherever life takes her.  She is truly an 
Outstanding Young Church Woman. 
 
 

Palm Sunday Bake Sale a Success!  

Thank you to everyone who donated to or shopped 
at our Palm Sunday Bake Sale.  We are pleased to 
report that together we raised $818 in support of 
UMW mission institutions. 

A special thank you to Karen Wood 
who once again worked her magic 
with gift baskets, and to those who 
baked, decorated tables, helped 
with carry-out, cashiered, 
purchased balloons and cupcake 
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carriers, welcomed and assisted shoppers, and 
helped to make our first fundraiser of 2019 a big 
success! 

Cunningham Home Quilt Show 
Cunningham Children’s Home 
reports that their 2019 Festival of 
Quilts raised $70,206 in net 
proceeds for the children and 
families they serve! As planned for 
in our 2019 budget, our UMW unit 

contributed $100.00 to support the Festival of 
Quilts. A number of beautiful quilts are now for 
sale online. To view and purchase, please visit 
https://www.cunninghamhome.org/stories_and_
media/online-quilt-sale. 

 

Learn, Worship, & Be Energized! 
Each summer, United Methodist Women all 
across our nation prepare for faithful living 
and action through mission studies offered 
at Mission u (once called the School of 

Christian Mission). These studies motivate, inform, 
and enrich our commitment to the mission of the 
church.   

There are two sessions for the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference (IGRC) Mission u 2019.  Both will be 
held at Northfield Inn & Suites Conference Center, 
Springfield, IL.  The dates are July 19-21 
(Weekend Session) and July 21-24 (Weekday 
Session).  The theme is Learning Together for the 
Transformation of the World:  Radical 
Discipleship.  Study topics for both sessions are: 

Spiritual Growth:  Practicing Resurrection:  The 
Gospel of Mark & Radical Hospitality 

Mission Study:  Women United for Change:  150 
Years in Mission 

Current Issue Study:  What about Our Money?  A 
Faith Response 

Registration deadline is July 4. Scholarships are 
available for first-time attendees.  For more 
information, contact Carol Bond (649-2541; 
cbond413@gmail.com) or visit the UMW website: 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-u 

We’d love to learn that one of our members plans 
to attend Mission u this summer!   

 

Congratulations, 2018 Readers! 
The following women have earned 
Reading Recognition Certificates from 
the Illinois River District UMW:  Sharon 
Johnson, Terry Benson, Lynne Lyman, 
Anne McKinney, Karen Wood, and 
Sylvia Herzog.  Certificates will be 

awarded at our June 5 Salad and Dessert 
Luncheon.  How many names can we add to that 
list for 2019? 

 

Summertime:  A Good Time to Read! 
We want to tell you about a few 
good books in the FUMC library 
that are now available on the 
UMW shelves for you to check 
out.  (Please keep track of the 
number of books you read so we 

can report the total number to the District.)  If 
you’d like to learn more about the UMW Reading 
Program, contact Terry Benson. Here are just a 
few of the excellent books that await you on the 
UMW book shelves: 

Better: Waking Up to Who We Could Be, by 
Melvin Bray.  The author believes that a better 
world is possible if the stories around which we 

organize our lives begin to match the 
beauty we imagine is possible. Bray 
puts forth his own daring yet faithful 
retellings of classic faith stories that 
inspire more beautiful, more just, 
more virtue-filled ways of being in 
the world. 

 
An Insider's Guide to Praying for the World, by 
Brian C. Stiller.  A country-by-country prayer 
guide, including inspiring faith stories and up-to-
date-maps. 
 
Escape from the Green Mansion: Ordinary 
Church Women and Their Extraordinary Rescue 
of San Francisco's Brothel Slaves, by Dr. Chris 
Taylor.  In the late 1800s thousands of Chinese 
women sailed to America’s West Coast. Many of 
them were enslaved as soon as they stepped off 
the freighters and were forced into prostitution -- 
the "green mansion." American prejudice against 
the immigrant Chinese was ugly and strong, and 
many of these girls lost hope. Many of them died. 
But a few of them began to whisper about the 
“Jesus women,” who were rescuing and freeing 
the Chinese slaves. 
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Eleanor [Roosevelt]: A Spiritual Biography: The 
Faith of the 20th Century's Most Influential 
Woman, by Harold Ivan Smith. 
 
The Same Sky: A Novel, by Amanda Eyre Ward.  

A young Honduran girl and her brother 
join the thousands of children making 
their way across Mexico to America, 
facing great peril for the chance at a 
better life. The Same Sky is about 
finding courage through struggle, 
hope amid heartache, and summoning 

the strength—no matter what dangers await—to 
find the place where you belong. 

 

How to Check Out UMW Books 
We have devised an easy-to-use system to check 
out UMW books—books that our unit purchases 
from our annual budget funds.  So, this is the 
procedure: 
  

 A small (3” x 5”) wooden "crate" labeled 
UMW BOOKS has been placed on the UMW 
book shelves, along with a couple of 
pencils. 
 

 When we check out a book, we sign the 
card, write that day’s date on the card, 
and place the card in the small crate. 
 

 When we return the book, we put the card 
back into the pocket, and shelve the book 
by its year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See you at the Salad and 

Dessert Luncheon! 

 
 

June 5, 12:30 p.m. 
         

As you are able, please bring a 

large salad or dessert to share 

And also, bring a guest! 

     

 

 

 

 

 
 

To-Do List 

Take a look at the books on 

the UMW shelves in our 

library. 

Check out a book or two. 

Pour a tall glass of 

lemonade. 

Relax.  And read, read, read! 
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OUR PURPOSE  

United Methodist Women shall be a 
community of women whose purpose is to 
know God and to experience freedom as 
whole persons through Jesus Christ; to 

develop a creative, supportive 
fellowship; and to expand concepts of 
mission through participation in the 

global ministries of the church. 
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