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First, Second, and Third Sunday Markets! 

Our New Bazaar Concept Takes Shape! 
What Are the Dates to Remember? 
Our First, Second, and Third Sunday Markets will 
take place on three successive Sunday mornings in 
October: 
 
    October 1    October 8    October 15 
 

Where and When on Those Dates?  
 

8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
in 

Friendship Center 
 

Will There Be Gift Baskets?  
Yes!  There will be gift baskets!  We plan to sell a 
limited number of very special, themed gift 
baskets—Only 15 on each Sunday.  More about this 
later! 

 

Will There Be a Silent Auction?  
Yes!  There will be a Silent Auction!  The Silent 
Auction will begin on October 1 at 8:30 a.m. and 
conclude at 12:30 p.m. on October 15.   
 

Will There Be Baked Goods for Sale? 
Oh my, yes!  We will definitely sell baked goods! 
Let’s start with First Sunday Market:  Manna for 
Missions!—October 1.  On this Sunday morning, we 
will sell a variety of quick breads, coffee cakes, 
cookies, and…..Get ready for it….Specialty Cakes!  
Featured on that Sunday will be 12 cakes made by 
our most talented bakers who have in past years 

provided fancy desserts for the Chili 
Supper.  Think carrot cake, Italian 
cream cake, and Black Forest cherry 
cake and you’ll get the picture! 

 

Well, What about Homemade Pies?! 
Who can forget about pies?  Our homemade pies 
have been so popular in the past that we have set 
aside a special day for them.  We’ll sell pies—large 

and small—on October 15, Third Sunday Market: The 
Pie’s the Limit!  Apple, pecan, cherry….Mmmmm! 
 

Will There Be Homemade Soup? 
Yes!  We will make and sell quart jars of our two 
most popular varieties of soup:  Chicken Rice and 
Beef Vegetable.  The homemade soup 
will be sold ONLY at the Second 
Sunday Market:  Soup for the Soul, 
October 8!  And, as an added bonus:  
We will sell our Soon-to-be-Famous 
Cheese Balls on that Sunday!   Sounds 
like a Sunday lunch to go! 

 

Seeking Super Silent Auction Items!  
Paula Charter and Sue Bachman are on the job!  As 
Silent Auction Chairs for 2017, they have already 
lined up a balloon ride, a Thai dinner, framed 
nature photographs, computer repair/tech help, 
home repair, small engine repair, an airplane ride, 
and a basket of selected items from Checkered 
Moon!   
 
We hope to offer at least twelve auction items, so 
if you have a special talent (music, meal 
preparation, auto detailing, photography, art, 
sewing, home décor advising) that you would be 
willing to donate, please contact Sue Bachman 
(359-4390; susanbachman@hotmail.com) or Paula 
Charter (paula.charter@chartersills.com; 979-
1406).  They’d love to hear from you! 
 

 

Who Else is Involved in Planning? 
For a list of those dedicated leaders, please see p. 
4.  You are almost certain to be contacted by one 
or more of them to help, so get to know who they 
are! 
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Where Can I Find More Information? 
Watch for future issues of the UMW News!  Updates 
will also be posted regularly in The Messenger. 

Let’s Remember Why We Do This! 
As United Methodist Women, we pledge annually to 
mission work that helps improve the lives of 
women, children, and youth globally, nationally, 
and locally.  Our annual fall fundraiser, along with 
our personal pledges, enables us to fulfill that very 
important promise.  To do this, we need everyone’s 
help. If you are no longer able to bake or shop, 
please consider making a monetary contribution.  
Now, while you are thinking about it. Send a check 
in any amount, payable to UMW, to our treasurer, 
Sharon Johnson.  Contributions received this 
summer will be used to purchase items to include in 
gift baskets that will be featured at our Sunday 
Markets. 
 

 
 

We Celebrated Missions on June 7! 
Everyone who attended our annual Celebration of 
Missions at Midyear Salad and Dessert Luncheon 
pronounced the event to be a success.  Bev Lewman 
provided a wonderful program of music as we 
gathered.  Many of us could not restrain ourselves 
from joining in when we heard the familiar strains 
of “Stardust.”  Once again we were amazed and 
delighted by the great variety of delicious salads 
and desserts—each one of them, delicious! 

 
Our featured speaker, Carolyn Paullin, who serves 
as Spiritual Growth Coordinator for the Iroquois 
River District UMW and our Shepherdess, presented 
an inspiring message entitled “The Rock and the 
Light."  She traced for us through Scripture the 
story of Peter, the impetuous disciple who was an 
early devoted follower of Jesus, as he proclaimed 
his devotion over and over again—only to deny him 
three times as Jesus faced crucifixion.  And yet, 
Jesus instructed Peter to “Feed my sheep,” as he 
called upon him to spread the good news of Christ’s 
resurrection to all people.  Empowered by the Light 
of the World, Peter—the Rock—worked tirelessly to 
bring that about. 

Other special guests were Roberta Benschneider 
and Bobby Walker, IRD Cunningham Children’s 
Home Representatives.  They presented our unit 
with the Spirited Servant Award and gave us an 
update on current events at CCH.  Construction of 
the badly needed Education and Recreation Center 
will begin this summer.  Roberta and Bobby asked 
that we keep CCH in our prayers and suggest that 
we use the Prayer-A-Day Calendar available on our 
UMW Facebook page. 

Thanks to Anne McKenney and Sandy Pinter for the 
beautifully decorated tables, to Terry Benson for 
presenting the reading certificates, to Sue Bachman 
for prayers, and to Bev Lewman for providing 
music.  And to all who brought food, helped clean 
up, and pitched in where they were needed.  That 
is, after all, what United Methodist Women do! 
 

CCH Quilt Show: Record Profits! 
Cunningham Children’s Home 
hosted another successful Festival 
of Quilts, attracting some 1,360 
guests and netting more than 
$74,000!  Quilts of all styles, shapes 
and colors were on display for 

everyone to enjoy. One hundred five beautiful 
quilts were made by talented quilters for the 
auction and boutique, forty-two were sold and 
twenty-three were at Angel Price. A few more 
remaining quilts are being sold online.  Sixty-six 
amazing quilts were loaned to the Festival for the 
show.  The boutique, gift shop, café and bake sale 
were also successful!  

More than 100 volunteers, including several women 
from FUMC, helped out during the two-day event.  
Our UMW was recognized as a Friend of the Festival 
for our contribution of $100.  Next year’s show will 
be held on April 13-14.  Save the dates! 
 

Learn, Worship, & Be Energized! 
Each summer, United Methodist Women all 
across our nation prepare for faithful living 
and action through mission studies offered at 
Mission u (once called the School of Christian 

Mission). These studies motivate, inform, and 
enrich our commitment to global ministry.   

There are two sessions for the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference (IGRC) Mission u 2017.  Both will be 
held at Northfield Inn & Suites, Springfield, IL.  The 
dates are August 4—6 (Weekend Session) and August 
6—9 (Weekday Session).  The theme is “That All May 
Have Life”.  Study topics for both sessions are: 

“Do all the good you can. By all the means you 

can. In all the ways you can. In all the places 

you can. At all the times you can. To all the 

people you can. As long as ever you can.”   

John Wesley 

 



 
Spiritual Growth:  Living as a Covenant Community 

Geographic Study:  The Missionary Conferences 

Current Issue Study:  Climate Justice:  Call to Hope 
and Action. 

Registration deadline is July 22, but discounts apply 
for those who register before July 12. Scholarships 
are available for first-time attendees.  For more 
information, contact Carol Bond (649-2541; 
cbond413@gmail.com). 

We’d love to learn that one of our members plans 
to head to Mission u this summer!  If you’d like to 
speak with an enthusiastic woman who has 
participated in this annual mission study event 
many times, contact Bernie Chamberlain (398-
5974). 

Summertime:  A Good Time to Read! 
We want to tell you about a few good books in the 
FUMC library that are now available on the UMW 
shelves for you to check out.  Every year, we report 

to the District the number of 
books our members have read, so 
be sure to keep a list. We believe 
that the knowledge, insight, and 
inspiration you will gain by reading 
even one of these books will be 
well worth the time you invest.  If 

you’d like to learn more about the UMW Reading 
Program, contact Terry Benson or Carol Bond.  
Sandy Pinter, Terry Benson, and Sharon Johnson 
will be happy to recommend books to you. 

Here are just a few of the excellent books that 
await you on the UMW book shelves: 

Living into Hope: A Call to Spiritual Action for 
Such a Time as This.  Drawing on her amazing life 
experiences, Rev. Dr. Joan Brown Campbell speaks 
out on the pressing issues that face us today: love, 
justice, reconciliation, forgiveness and community.  
She offers inspiration and challenge for all who wish 
to claim their lives as people of hope.  

Love Casts Out Fear: A Jihad Survivor's Journey 
from Revenge to Redemption.  When Brother 
Nathan was a child in Egypt, he witnessed an 
unthinkable attack on his father at the hands of 
terrorists. At first, he struggled with his powerful 
urge to avenge his father. Today, he ministers in 
the very village where his father was targeted, as 
well as in countless other cities and villages across 
Egypt and throughout the Middle East. 

Slowing Time: Seeing the Sacred Outside Your 
Kitchen Door.  Barbara Mahany believes the sacred 
is all around, within finger's reach--here to be 
gathered, culled, collected, through the simple yet 
complex art of paying attention, of savoring the 
moment, of cultivating stillness. Making room for 
God and illuminating the Godly specks in the 
everyday. Noticing the seen, revealing the unseen, 
and pinpointing the divine in both.  

How to Check Out UMW Books 
Because so many of us read during the 
summer, we thought that this would be 
a good time to devise an easy-to-use 
system for UM Women to check out our 

books—books that our unit has purchased from our 
annual budget funds.  So, this is the new procedure: 
  

 A small (3” x 5”) wooden "crate" labeled 
UMW BOOKS has been placed on the UMW 
book shelves, along with a couple of pencils. 
 

 When we check out a book, we sign the 
card, write that day’s date on the card, and 
place the card in the little crate. 
 

 When we return the book, we put the card 
back into the pocket, and shelve the book by 
its year. 
 

 Periodically, one of us will check the desk 
and the return basket to see if any UMW 
books have been deposited there.  

 

Congratulations to our 2016 Readers! 
The following women were awarded Reading  
Recognition Certificates by Terry Benson, on behalf 
of the Illinois River District UMW:  Sharon Johnson, 

Sandy Pinter, Jan Anderson, Norma 
Ripkey, Sylvia Herzog, and Dawn Beyler.  
Terry also earned a certificate.  How 
many names can we add to that list for 
2017? 
 

A Message from Terry Benson!  
As most of you know, Terry Benson is Secretary of 
Program Resources for the Iroquois River District 
UMW.  Here’s an excerpt from her column in the 
April 2017 issue of The Beacon: 
“Earlier this year I started a Facebook group for the 
Reading Program.  It is a place to post book 
reviews, see what others are reading and more.   
From Facebook, search for IRD UMW Book Lady and 
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request to join the group.  Then I will approve your 
request.  It’s that simple.  If you have trouble 
joining the group, just let me know, and I will see 
what I can do to help you.  
 
“If you have questions about the Reading Program, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me.  
  
“Blessings and Happy Reading!”  
 

Updated Invitation to Membership 
Have you ever tried to tell a neighbor or a friend 
about UMW at FUMC and found that you either 
didn’t know where to begin or how to describe all 
that we do?  Well, it’s about to become a lot easier 
to extend an invitation to that person!  We have 
updated an earlier version of our membership 
brochure.  Copies of the orange and white trifold 
will soon be available at the Information Desk or 
from anyone on the Executive Board.  Feel free to 
take a few to offer to prospective UMW members. 
 

IRD Pres. Speaks out on Health Bill 
IRD UMW President Susan Connor writes in a letter 
to all of us that the health of women and children 
will be greatly at risk if the AHCA is enacted.  She 
bases her opinion on the following: 
 

 The bill eliminates the requirement that 
insurers cover essential services such as 
mammograms, birth control, and prenatal 
and maternity care.   

 
 Cuts to Medicaid and CHIP (the Children’s 

Health Insurance Program) put at risk 
coverage for 45 percent of all children under 
the age of six. 

 

She reminds us that United Methodist Women has 
always been willing to fight for children and their 
mothers and she suggests that those of us who 
agree with her concerns urge our Senators to vote 
“No” on the AHCA. 

 

Sunday Markets Steering Committee 

Baked Goods and Cheese Balls – Rae Ann Climpton, 
Sharon Goller, Barb Mitchell, and Anne McKenney 

Checkout – Sharon Johnson 

Communications and Publicity – Carol Bond 

Event Managers – Julie Booth, Sharon Goller, and 
Anne McKenney 

Gift Baskets – Karen Wood 

Homemade Soup – Sharon Johnson and Nancy 
Wagner 

Silent Auction – Sue Bachman and Paula Charter 

Please refer to your chartreuse UMW Yearbook or to 
the most recent edition of the FUMC Directory for 
contact information.  

 
OUR PURPOSE  

United Methodist Women shall be a 
community of women whose purpose is to 
know God and to experience freedom as 
whole persons through Jesus Christ; to 

develop a creative, supportive 
fellowship; and to expand concepts of 
mission through participation in the 

global ministries of the church. 

 

The Source for all Things UMW 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 

 

Contributors to this Issue  
 

Carol Bond, Editor  
Terry Benson, Assistant Editor 
Sharon Johnson, Associate Editor and 
Circulation Manager 
All members of the Sunday Markets 

Steering Committee! 


