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UMW 2019: Faith, Hope, and Love in Action 
Don’t Miss this Special Program! 
On Saturday, March 9, you are invited to attend the 
first special program of 2019 and it promises to be 
one of the best!  Our speaker will be Hillary Veitch. 
Hillary is a member of FUMC and was our nominee 
for 2018 Outstanding Young Church Woman (Church 
Women United).  She has a degree in Spanish and 
ESL Teacher Education from ISU and is currently a 
graduate student at the U of I.  
 
Hillary taught high school English in South Korea for 
three years and we are delighted that she will share 
her experiences with us.  We welcome all women of 
the church to attend this special program as we 
hear “Happening with Hillary: Faith Exploration in 
South Korea”. 
   
Sarah Circle is hosting the program, which will 
begin with brunch at 9:30 a.m. in Friendship Center 
North.  Bev Lewman will provide music as we 
gather. 
 

What’s Ahead for UMW in 2019? 

At our February Executive Board meeting, we 
approved the following goals for this year.  We will 
 

 Increase our awareness of and become more 
proactive in Social Action and Social Justice 
issues, including the Charter for Racial 
Justice  

 Continue to use selections from the Prayer 
Calendar at our meetings 

 Continue to encourage active participation 
in the Reading Program 

 Present a book review/report on a Reading 
Program Book during the year  

 Increase our presence on social media 
 Encourage at least one member (other than 

a conference or district officer) to attend 
Mission u 

 Correspond with at least 5 missionaries  
 Continue to develop and refine our 

fundraising plan 

 

We’re Baking Again in the Spring! 
In 2018 we held a bake sale on 
Palm Sunday morning.  It was 
so successful that we’ve 
decided to do it again!  On 
Palm Sunday, April 14, we’ll 
host a bake sale featuring such 
items as carrot cake, lemon 
poppy seed bread, fruit pies, 
coffee cakes, and decorated 

Easter cookies.  So, dust off your Easter bunny 
cookie cutters, look up your favorite recipe for 
strawberry tarts, and watch for additional 
information in future issues of the News and the 
Messenger!  

 

District Meeting to be in Savoy 
The 2018 Iroquois River District UMW Spring Meeting 
will be held on Saturday, March 30, at Savoy First 
United Methodist Church. Guest speaker will be  
Kelly-Jane Monahan, Coordinator of the Phoenix 
Daytime Drop-In Center, a ministry of C-U at Home.  
Ms. Monahan will address the issue of homelessness 
and the services provided by C-U at Home. 

One important part of the day will be a Memorial 
Service to honor those members who have passed 
away since our last gathering. There will also be 
news and updates from IRD UMW officers and the 
presentation of awards and reading certificates.   

Come worship and learn.  Come enjoy a delicious 
lunch and meet women from across our district. 

The meeting begins at 9 a.m. and will conclude by 2 
p.m.  Cost of the luncheon is $10.00.  Sharon 
Johnson is handling reservations. The 
deadline for registering is March 15.  
Contact Anne McKenney if you need a 
ride to Savoy.  
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Clipping Box Tops for Cunningham 
One way we can help the children, teens, and staff 
at Cunningham Home is by collecting Box Tops for 
Education.  Over the years, CCH has acquired 
thousands of dollars’ worth of educational 
equipment and materials through the help of United 
Methodist Women who clip Box Tops for Education. 

You’re probably very familiar with this logo:   
                              
 
 
 
You’ve seen it many times on the top flap of 
General Mills cereals.  But are you aware that the 
logos occur on many, many products that you use 
daily?  Here is a partial list of brands: 
 
 Nature Valley, Yoplait, Ziploc, Lysol,  
 Hefty,  Chex Mix, Annie’s, Fiber One, Scott, 
 Paper Mate 
 
Check out boxtops4education.com for a complete 
list of products. 
 
Cut out every logo you come across, save them in 
an envelope or small baggie, and place them in the 
box on top of the mailboxes in the Work Room.  Or, 
give them to our Education and Interpretation 
Coordinator Sharon Goller or to our Secretary 
Sharon Johnson.   
 
We’ll take the Box Tops that we’ve collected to the 
March 30 District Meeting, so get them to us soon!   
 

Who is a United Methodist woman? 
We are women of all ages who commit to the 
purpose printed below.  You don’t have to be 
United Methodist or meet an age requirement to be 
a member. In keeping with the spirit of our 
purpose, simply join in or help out on any of our 
activities:  You ARE a United Methodist Woman! 

 

 

Our Pledge and Our Pledges 

As we look back with grateful hearts at our 2018 
fundraising activities, this seems like a good time to 
review our annual budget. 
  
For 2019, our pledge to Iroquois River District UMW 
from is $3500.  We will also support Cunningham 
Children’s Home, the Festival of Quilts, Lessie Bates 
Davis Neighborhood House, and Church Women 
United. In addition, we have budgeted money for 
the purchase of books for our library. Our total 
budget for 2019 is $6,300.  (See p.4 of the Yearbook 
for details.)   
 
We anticipate raising a substantial portion of the 
total through our Palm Sunday Bake Sale and our 
two fall Sunday Market bazaars. In addition, every 
United Methodist Woman is expected to make a 
personal pledge to meet the financial obligations of 
our unit. Pledges may be paid annually or monthly.  
 
Each Circle is responsible for holding an annual 
pledge service and members at large are also 
encouraged to pledge. See your Circle treasurer or 
Sharon Johnson for pledge cards.       
 

Mission giving is truly 
Love in Action! 

 
 

February is “Yearbook” Time! 
The 2019 UMW Yearbooks are 
ready!  This year’s version has 
a dark red cover. Inside you 
will find a membership 
directory, schedules for 

Circles, Executive Board, and special events; our 
budget, a list of our officers and other useful 
information. 
 
Many thanks to Sharon Johnson for her meticulous 

work in producing and publishing the yearbook; and 

to Bonnie Berner and Carol Bond for proofreading.  

Yearbooks will be available at circle meetings and 
at our breakfast gathering on March 9.  If you need 
a copy sooner, please see Sharon. 
 
We want every woman in the church who feels a 
connection with United Methodist Women to have a 
copy of our yearbook, so don’t be shy about 
requesting one! 
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United Methodist Women shall be a 
community of women whose purpose is to 
know God and to experience freedom as 
whole persons through Jesus Christ; to 

develop a creative, supportive 
fellowship; and to expand concepts of 
mission through participation in the 

global ministries of the church. 

 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/


Help Deliver Meals on Wheels!       

Church Women United has long led the way in 
organizing churches to deliver Meals on Wheels. We 
will take our turn during the weeks of March 4-8 
and March 11-15. Please note:  We still need 
volunteers for those dates! 

For some folks, the smile you share, 
along with the meal you deliver, may 
be the only social contact they have 
for that day.  If you’d like to learn 
more about how you can be a part of 
this valuable ministry, contact our Social Action 
Coordinator Paula Charter (398-0726; 
pcharter3@gmail.com).  

 

Save the Dates for CCH Quilt Show 
The 14th Annual Festival of Quilts will be 
held at the CCH Spiritual Life Center, 1301 
Cunningham Ave., Urbana, from 9 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. on April 5 and 6, 2019.  This 

event is an important fundraiser for Cunningham 
Children’s Home.  All proceeds benefit the children 
and youth of CCH.  To find out how you can help or 
donate, visit cunninghamhome.org/quilts. 
 

World Day of Prayer on March 1 
World Day of Prayer is one of several inspiring 
celebrations hosted by Church Women United.  The 
program for this year’s event was planned by the 
World Day of Prayer Committee of Slovenia. The 

theme is “Come—Everything Is Ready”. 
We’ll learn about Slovenia’s history 
and rich culture and hear their stories 
of traditions, wisdom, and God’s 
profound love.  And, we’ll be 
challenged to expand our 

communities:  “The table is ready and open to 
everyone…Let us walk in faith, prayer, and action!” 
 
World Day of Prayer 2019 will be held on Friday, 
March 1 at St. Peter’s United Church of Christ, 905 
S Russell St., Champaign. Refreshments will be 
served at 9:00 a.m. and the worship program will 
begin at 10 a.m., concluding promptly at 11:00. 
Contact Anne McKenney if you need a ride. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Donations of nonperishable food 
items will be collected to feed the hungry in our 
community. 

What is Church Women United? 
Church Women United (CWU) is a 
Christian ecumenical movement 
initiated and carried out by women in 
the United States and Puerto Rico.  

Founded in 1941, its purpose is to bring together 
women of diverse races, cultures and traditions in 
closer Christian fellowship, prayer, advocacy, and 
action for peace with justice in the world.  CWU 
engages millions of women representing twenty-six 
denominations. To learn more about this dynamic 
movement, check the CWU website 
www.churchwomen.org.  

 

”Wonderful Deeds God Has Done in 

My Life,” by the Kids at Cunningham 

Children’s Home 

 
 Gave me life  

 Helped me get through tough times 

 Gave me love 

 Gave me hope 

 Helped me start believing 

 Gave me the gift of singing 

 Forgave me 

 Listens to me when I pray 

 Gave me a friend (I never had one before 

and I thought about killing myself) 

 Gives me food 

 Helped me get my behavior straightened out 

 Gave me perseverance 

 Gave me clothes on my back 

 Helped me show compassion 

 Helped me have integrity 

 Gave me a family 
 
Contributed by Ginger McKee, Associate Director of 
Advancement for CCH 
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“Do all the good you can. By all the means you 

can. In all the ways you can. In all the places you 

can. At all the times you can. To all the people you 

can. As long as ever you can.”   John Wesley 

 

 

mailto:pcharter3@gmail.com
http://www.cunninghamhome.org/quilts
http://www.churchwomen.org/
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Spring 2019 Dates to Remember 

Friday, March 1   World Day of Prayer 2018, St. Peter’s United Church of Christ, Champaign, 9 - 11 a.m.  

Saturday, March 9   UMW Special Program, Friendship Center North, Breakfast at 9:30   

Friday, March 15   Deadline for registering for District Meeting 

Saturday, March 30   Iroquois River District UMW Spring Meeting, Savoy First United Methodist Church, 
9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.  

Friday and Saturday, April 5 and 6  Festival of Quilts, CCH Spiritual Life Center, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.  

Sunday, April 14   Palm Sunday Morning Bake Sale, Friendship Center, 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
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