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United Methodist Women Move Ahead in 2017! 
Is It Time to Change Course?    

That’s the question we will be encouraged to ask 
ourselves as we explore, experience, and practice 
“mindfulness”.  That’s why we believe that all 
women of FUMC will enjoy taking part in a special 
program presented by Trudy Walters on Saturday 
morning, March 11.   

With the upheaval and chaos present in the world 
and the daily worries and responsibilities of our 

everyday lives, how wonderful would 
it be to know that when things are at 
their worst we have the opportunity 
to be at our best?   

On March 11, we will learn that we 
have the power to choose our response to events and 
that in our response lies our growth and our 
freedom.   

Sarah Circle is hosting the program, which will begin 
with a delicious continental breakfast at 9:30 a.m. in 
Friendship Center North.  We’ll be treated to an 
informative and affirming program, as well as 
opportunities for worship and fellowship—all bound 
to lift our spirits. So, please join us and bring a 
guest! 

 

What’s Ahead for UMW in 2017? 

At our February Executive Board meeting, we 
approved the following goals for this year.  We will 
 

 Increase our awareness of and become more 
proactive in Social Action and Social Justice 
issues, including the Charter for Racial Justice  

 Continue to use selections from the Prayer 
Calendar at our meetings 

 Continue to encourage active participation in 
the Reading Program 

 Present a book review/report on a Reading 
Program Book during the year  

 Increase our presence on social media 
 

 
 Have at least one member (other than a 

conference or district officer) attend the 
conference Mission u 

 Participate in two Child Advocacy 
events/activities during the year (pending 
clarification from District Office) 

 Restructure our fundraising plan 

Why Restructure our Fundraising Plan?  

For the past several years, the Bazaar in a Jar and 
Gift Baskets Too, has been a highly successful vehicle 
for raising money to meet our annual pledge to 
missions.  It has been fun, it has been profitable and  
it has brought many of us together in all kinds of 
creative ways.   
 
We have made soup, baked pies, knitted scarves, 
filled jars, distributed posters, collected items for 
baskets and helped turn them into beautiful gifts.  
We have outbid one another for the Dessert of the 
Month, bagged purchases, made change, decorated 
before the event and cleared up afterwards.  We 
have worked together and in solitude.  We have 
enjoyed wearing our aprons!   
 
We have appreciated the support and help of friends, 
neighbors, and members of FUMC….But, it has also 
been a lot of work, and we are tired!  Every year 
there are fewer of us who are able to help out.  So, 
with that in mind, the Executive Board has 
committed to reevaluating fundraising strategies in 
the hope of discovering one or more alternative, less 
labor-intensive options.  After several hours of 
discussion at our Exec Board meetings, we have 
formed a committee that will meet for the first time 
at 4:30 on March 30.  We welcome your ideas and 
your participation!    
 
In the meantime, please take a few minutes to 
respond to the questionnaire on p. 6 of this issue. 
Forward your replies and your ideas to Carol Bond 
(cbond413@gmail.com) or pass them along to Sharon 
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Johnson or Sandy Pinter.  We look forward to hearing 
from you! 

 

We Award Community Love Gifts!  
Thanks to the generous support of UMW mission 
projects through our individual pledges and the 
money raised through our Bazaar in a Jar, our Unit 
met our 2016 Pledge to Missions.  In addition, at its 
February 1 meeting, our Executive Board voted to 
award love gifts totaling $1500 to local groups that 
serve the needs of women, children, and youth.  

This year’s recipients are: 

 empty tomb Medical Fund (women and 
children)   $400 

 empty tomb Layette Fund  $100 

 East Central Illinois Mutual Assistance Refugee 
Center (children’s program)  $400 

 Promise Healthcare for the SmileHealthy Child 
Dental Access Program  $300 

 Cunningham Children’s Home Guardian Parent 
Program  $200 

 Cunningham Newcomer Kit  $100 

To learn more about these amazing agencies and 
programs and find out how you can donate or 
volunteer your time, check the following list of 
websites: 

empty tomb   http://www.emptytomb.org/ 

East Central IL Mutual Assistance Refugee Center   
http://ecirmac.weebly.com/ 

SmileHealthy Child Dental Access Program   
http://www.promisehealth.org/smilehealthy 

Cunningham Children’s Home   
http://www.cunninghamhome.org/ 

Spring Meeting to be at Faith UMC! 

The 2017 Iroquois River District UMW Spring Meeting 
will be held on Saturday, March 25, at Faith United 
Methodist Church in Champaign.  It will be a day to 
learn, share, honor, and celebrate with United 
Methodist Women from the many churches in our 

District.   
 
Featured speaker will be Dr. Jessica 
Conroy, Assistant Professor in the 

Department of Geology and Plant Biology at the 
University of Illinois.  United Methodist Women’s 
national office has made climate justice one of its 
four social justice priorities this year.  Dr. Conroy’s  
very relevant topic will be “What’s Past is Prologue:  
What Paleoclimate Data Can Tell Us About Current 
and Future Climate Change.”  
 
One important part of the day will be a 
Memorial Service to honor those members 
who have passed away since our last 
gathering, including women from our church:  Libby 
Bolton, Mary Jones, Ruth Brunkow, Dorothy Rae, 
Martha Curtis, and JoAnn McKay. 

There will also be news and updates from IRD UMW 
officers and the presentation of awards and reading 
certificates.   

Come worship and learn.  Come enjoy a delicious 
lunch and meet women from across our district. 

Sharon Johnson is handling reservations for the 
meeting.  The cost for registration and lunch is $10 
and the deadline for registering is March 11!  Faith 
UMC is located at 1719 S. Prospect Avenue, 
Champaign. 
 

 

 

 

 

Love Gifts Requested by District 
The state of Illinois is home to two National Mission 
Institutions of the United Methodist Women:   
 
Cunningham Children’s Home (Urbana) and Lessie 
Bates Davis Neighborhood House (East St. Louis).  At 
each spring meeting, Iroquois River District United 
Methodist Women asks us to bring donations of items 
needed by these two invaluable institutions.   
 
This year, we have been asked to donate the 
following: 
 

For Cunningham Children's 
Home:  Women’s deodorant 
(solids only); and gift cards (fast 
food, Wal-Mart, Target, Meijer). 

Please note that a single gift card for $25 is more 
useful for these young people than five gift cards 
worth $5 each. 
  

United Methodist Women calls for sound stewardship 

of the earth and environmentally friendly lifestyles 

that preserve creation for the benefit of present and 

future generations. 

 



For Lessie Bates Davis 
Neighborhood House (East 
Saint Louis): toothpaste, 
toothbrushes and combs. 
 

A container has been placed in Friendship Center 
near the UMW easel to accept donated items. Gift 
cards should be given to Sharon Johnson for 
safekeeping. Deadline for donations is March 24. If 
you would prefer that someone pick up your 
donations, please contact Sandy Pinter or Anne 
McKenney.   

 
Mission giving is truly 

Love in Action! 
 

Clipping Box Tops for Cunningham 
Another way we can help the children, teens, and 
staff at Cunningham Home is by collecting Box Tops 
for Education.  Over the years, CCH has acquired 
thousands of dollars’ worth of educational equipment 
and materials through the help of United Methodist 
Women who clip Box Tops for Education. 

You’re probably very familiar with this small logo:   
                              
 
 
 
You’ve seen it many times on the top flap of General 
Mills cereals.  But are you aware that the logos occur 
on many, many products that you use daily?  Here is a 
partial list of brands: 
 
     Land O Lakes, Mott’s, Nature Valley, Pillsbury, 
     Green Giant, Betty Crocker, Old El Paso, 
     Ziploc, Hefty, Progresso, Welch’s, Chex Mix,  
     Kleenex, Scott, Viva, Cottonelle 
 
The Box Tops logo even appears on packages of 
Hanes underwear!  For a complete list of products, 
see www.boxtops4education.com. 
 
Simply cut out every logo you come across, place 
them in an envelope or small baggie, and place them 
in the box on top of the mailboxes in the Work Room.  
Or, give them to our Education and Interpretation 
Coordinator  Sharon Goller or to our treasurer Sharon 
Johnson.   
 
We’ll be taking the Box Tops that we’ve collected to 
the March 25 District Meeting, so get them to us 
soon!  However, if you miss the deadline, never fear!  
This is an ongoing effort, so you can (and should!) 

continue to clip and submit the box top 
emblems throughout the coming year.  And beyond! 

 

Dates for Festival of Quilts 
Every young person coming to live at Cunningham 
Children’s Home (CCH) is given a hand-made quilt 
“stitched with love” that is theirs to keep. These 
beautiful quilts, made by United Methodist Women, 
are more than just bed covers. They remind the 
children that someone cares about them, as they heal, 
learn, and grow.  
 
The 13th Annual Festival of Quilts, to be 
held from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. on April 7 
and 8, 2017, is not only a celebration of 
this tradition, but also an important fund-raising 
event, an art show, a bake sale, and a craft sale!  Last 
year’s event raised more than $66,000!   
 
Among the beautiful quilts on display, there will be 
many available for purchase or for silent auction 
bidding.  Visitors may also relax and enjoy a snack or 

lunch with friends at the Patchwork Café.  
This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy a 
meal and spend the day viewing the quilts 
and crafts and also take a tour of the 
Cunningham campus. 

 
All proceeds benefit the children and youth of CCH.  
To find out how you can help or donate, check their 
website:  cunninghamhome.org/quilts 

 

February is “Yearbook” Time! 
The 2017 UMW Yearbooks are ready!  This year’s 
version has a brilliant chartreuse cover. Inside you 
will find a membership directory, schedules for 
Circle, Executive Board, and other meetings; our 
budget, a list of our officers and other useful 
information. 

 
Many thanks to Sharon Johnson for her 
meticulous work in producing and 
publishing the yearbook, to Bonnie Berner 
and Sandy Pinter for proofreading; and 

John Jones for printing.  Yearbooks will be available 
at circle meetings and at our breakfast gathering on 
March 11.  If you need a copy sooner, you’ll find 
them available on the sink counter near 
Bonnie Berner’s desk. 
 

Help Deliver Meals on Wheels!       

Church Women United has long led the way in 
organizing churches to deliver Meals on Wheels. We 
will take our turn during the weeks of March 6-10 and 
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March 13-17. For some folks, the smile you share, 
along with the meal you deliver, may be the only 
social contact they have for that day.  If you’d like to 
learn more about how you can be a part of this 
valuable ministry, contact Paula Charter at 979-1406.  

 

Who is a United Methodist woman?                      
We are women of all ages who commit to the purpose 
printed below.  You don’t have to be United 
Methodist or meet an age requirement to be a 
member. In keeping with the spirit of our purpose, 
simply join in or help out on any of our activities:  
You ARE a United Methodist Woman! 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Our Pledge and Our Pledges 

As we look back with glad hearts at our 2016 
fundraising activities—most notably our Bazaar— this 
seems like a good time to review our annual budget.                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                      
For 2017, we have pledged to contribute $5000 to 
Iroquois River District UMW for missions.  We will also 
support Cunningham Children’s Home, Lessie Bates 
Davis Neighborhood House in East St. Louis, and 
Church Women United. In addition, we have 
budgeted money for the purchase of books for our 
library and other items.  Our total budget for 2017 is 
$6,400.  (See p.4 of the Yearbook for details.) 
 
In recent years, we have raised a substantial portion 
of that total through our bazaar. In addition, every 
United Methodist Woman is expected to make a 
personal pledge to meet the financial obligations of 
our unit. Our pledges may be paid annually or 
monthly.  
 
Each Circle is responsible for holding an annual 
pledge service.  Members at large are also 
encouraged to pledge.  As we begin the process of 
restructuring our fundraising activities, this would be 
a good time for all of us to consider significantly 
increasing our personal pledges. If you have not done 
so already, please consider making a generous 
personal Pledge to Missions. See your Circle treasurer 
or Sharon Johnson for pledge cards.        

Please note that although it will not appear 
on your FUMC Giving Statement, your pledge to UMW 
is tax-deductible.  Simply save your cancelled check.  

 

A Little Note to At-Large Members 
Some of us, for one reason or another, are no longer 
able to attend circle meetings or help out with 
fundraising.  And yet, we still in good faith consider 
ourselves to be members of United Methodist 

Women.  And indeed we are!  Would it 
surprise you to learn that our 2017 Yearbook 
lists the names and addresses of 24 of us, 
including myself? 

 
As the last President of Elizabeth Circle before its 
retirement in June 2014, I chose at that time not to 
join another circle.  I did however decide to continue 
serving as UMW Communications Coordinator and to 
make an annual pledge to missions.   
 
I have cherished my years at First Church as a 
member and officer of United Methodist Women and 
am pleased to serve once again as President. The 
women who have entered my life through UMW have 
inspired my service and helped me grow in my faith. 
 
It is in their honor that I make an annual pledge to 
missions.  I encourage others to think back over the 
years and recall women who have been your faithful 
sisters in Christ through your participation in United 
Methodist Women.  And, if it is within your means to 
do so, please prayerfully consider making an annual 
pledge to missions in their honor.  Contact Sharon 
Johnson to find out how best to go about this.   

 

Fascinating Books Await Readers! 
Jan Anderson, our Program Resources Coordinator, 
has considered recommendations from our members 
and selected twelve books from the 2017 UMW 

Reading List to purchase for the UMW 
collection housed in the FUMC 
Library.  Many thanks to Bethany 
Thompson and to Candy Zeman for 
cataloging the books.   Here are just 
a few “good reads” that await you on 
the shelves: 

 

“Do all the good you can. By all the means you 

can. In all the ways you can. In all the places you can. 

At all the times you can. To all the people you can. 

As long as ever you can.”   John Wesley 

 

 

United Methodist Women shall be a 
community of women whose purpose is to 
know God and to experience freedom as 
whole persons through Jesus Christ; to 

develop a creative, supportive 
fellowship; and to expand concepts of 
mission through participation in the 

global ministries of the church. 
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Wherever the River Runs: How a Forgotten People 
Renewed My Hope in the Gospel.   Kelly Minter 
invites us on a jungle adventure down a river teeming 
with piranhas, caymans, a beautiful people, and, 
especially, God’s presence.  
 
Snake Oil: How Fracking’s False Promise of Plenty 
Imperils Our Future.  Is fracking the miracle cure-all 
to our energy ills, or a costly distraction from the 
necessary work of reducing our fossil fuel 
dependence? 
 
Wild in the Hollow: On Chasing Desire and Finding 
the Broken Way Home.  This is a story of the God 
who becomes known to us in broken places.  The 
author takes readers on a journey down the path of 
brokenness to healing, satisfaction, and true intimacy 
with God. 
 

Global Migration & Immigration Rights 
The following article originally appeared as a press 
release on the UMW website, unitedmethodistwomen.org. 
 

United Methodist Women's immigration initiative is 
part of our ongoing commitment to racial justice, 
and civil and human rights. United Methodist Women 
seeks to welcome immigrants and advocate for just 
immigration policies. 
 
Harriett J. Olson, United Methodist Women chief 
executive of the national office, joined with 
interfaith leaders to oppose a proposed U.S. ban on 
refugees and immigrants based on their national 
origin or religion. Ms. Olson's January 25, 2017, 
statement against the ban is part of an effort 
initiated by Church World Service, Interfaith 
Immigration Coalition, The United Methodist Church’s 
Immigration Task Force and the General Board of 
Church and Society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Olson wrote: 
"United Methodist Women takes to heart Jesus' 
commandment to love God and love our neighbor as 
ourselves. Throughout our 150-year history we have 
carried this out by extending God's love to women, 
men, youth and children around the world, including 
immigrants and refugees. Our foremothers met boats 

at Ellis Island to support young women, and created 
Gum Moon, a national mission institution in San 
Francisco to safeguard Chinese immigrant 
women.  We have been active in receiving refugee 
families in our communities and welcoming 
immigrants to our churches. Working with immigrant 
organizations and The United Methodist Church, we 
advocate for just immigration reform at state and 
national levels in the United States and globally.  
 
"Today, we affirm this history by calling on the 
United States to protect men, women and children 
fleeing war, famine, drought or persecution. We 
denounce calls to refuse refugees based on national 
origin and to turn away Muslim refugees. Our nation 
has a moral obligation to welcome refugees in 
numbers commensurate with the need, rather than 
excluding persons in need due to fear or 
xenophobia.  The U.S. review process for refugees is 
already stringent and extensive. 
 
"United Methodist Women joins ecumenical and 
interfaith partners in affirming our support of 
refugee resettlement.  We oppose any new U.S. 
policy that would cut the number of refugees we 
have agreed to welcome, and any policy that would 
prevent refugees from selected countries being 
resettled or exclude religious groups."   
 
 

Ladies, Rejoice and Sing Praises! 
If you enjoy singing, this year’s Spiritual Growth 
Retreat is certain to be an amazing experience for 

you!  The theme is “Make a 
Joyful Noise:  Finding Spiritual 
Harmony through Music.” The 
event will be held on February 

24-25, 2017, at Illiopolis First United Methodist 
Church.  (Illiopolis is about an hour’s drive from 
Champaign.)  Cost for the retreat is $20. 
 
For more information or to reserve a place, please 
contact Terry Benson (bbenson217@gmail.com) by 
February 16.  She can forward information to you.  
Terry plans to participate as a commuter and would 
appreciate your company! 
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2016 UMW BAZAAR SURVEY 
 
Did you shop at the 2016 Bazaar?   _________ 
 
Did you help out at the Bazaar?  _________    Approximate number of hours _________ 
 
Did you attend either the Boy Scout Chili Supper or the Youth Breakfast?  ___________ 
 
Did you contribute any of the following (Circle all that apply):  baked goods or snack items; jarred products (jelly, 
pickles, etc); silent auction item or service; items to fill one or more gift baskets; jars of homemade soup; craft 
items; costume jewelry; fancy dessert for BSA Chili Supper 
 
We are considering down-sizing our 2017 bazaar.  Which 3 of the following are features that in your opinion are 
most important to retain: 
 

Baked goods and snack items 
Jarred products (jelly, pickles, etc.) 
Silent auction items 
Gift baskets  
Jars of homemade soup  
Craft items 
Costume jewelry 
Items for pets 

 
 
Which 3 of the following are features that in your opinion are least important to retain: 
 

Baked goods and snack items 
Jarred products (jelly, pickles, etc) 
Silent auction items 
Gift baskets  
Jars of homemade soup  
Craft items 
Costume jewelry 
Items for pets 

 
 
Generally speaking, how would you rate the pricing of items? 

Too high 
Too low 
About right 

 
 
Do you have any other suggestions for improving the bazaar? 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you have any suggestions for alternative fund raising projects? 
 
 


