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Messenger

The Mission of First United Methodist Church is to:
	 •					CONNECT	people	with	God	and	one	another
	 •					GROW	as	disciples	of	Jesus	Christ
	 •					SERVE	others.

                           March 20, 2019

FOOTSTEPS IN FAITH
I have been a part of this denomi-
nation since my birth; I have loved 
The United Methodist Church 
as it shaped my walk with Jesus 
from my earliest memories.  As 
I matured, I have appreciated 
that this denomination did not 
expect its members to be “cookie 
cutter” Christians, but that God’s 
grace was more than sufficient for 
disagreement as long as we all 
loved and accepted Jesus Christ 
as our Lord and Savior.  That has 
been a foundational teaching of 
the denomination’s founder, John 
Wesley.

My parents taught us to love no 
matter what!  It worried my grand-
parents when we left southeastern 
Iowa for Joliet, IL, which clearly 
had greater diversity than my 
grandparents’ experience.  Over 
time (and certainly with deep con-
versations involving my parents), 
my grandparents grew in their 
understanding of God’s grace 
as we made friends and dated 
persons of other Christian faiths, 
other faiths, and other racial and 
ethnic groups. 

I talked with my nephew Kyle as 
he prepared to have conversa-
tions with his grandparents (my 
parents) about being gay.  Most 
worrisome was the anticipated 
talk with his grandfather who was 
quite vocal in his very conserva-
tive understanding of religion and

politics.  Despite my offer to be 
present for the talk, Kyle chose to 
talk with each on his own.  When 
Kyle told me about the conver-
sation, with awe and wonder he 
said, “Grandpa accepted me with 
love; now, he said that if I [Kyle] 
had come to tell him he had 
become a Cardinals’ fan, then he 
would have a problem with that!”  
For the Cardinal fans out there, 
please forgive my Dad’s sense of 
humor!

With loved ones (family and 
friends), I and the churches I have 
served have been blessed by 
the faith, witness, and giftedness 
of those that are not heterosex-
ual.  So the February 26th vote 
of the 2019 Special Session of 
General Conference in St. Louis 
has brought great pain and an-
guish to me and many across the 
denomination which reaffirmed 
the previous restrictions on the 
disciplinary language and deep-
ens the consequences for those 
pastors and bishops who officiate 
at same-gender weddings, for 
bishops, boards of ordained minis-
try, and Cabinets as they appoint 
and approve candidates who are 
self-professed, practicing homo-
sexuals. 

I have always understood Jesus 
to draw the circle wider, including 
others into his grace and love, to 
not judge. 

For as long as I am a pastor, 
whether here or elsewhere, ALL 
persons are welcome in the 
church. 

I will not disobey the restrictions 
put upon me and my clergy 
colleagues by The Book of Dis-
cipline, but know that it makes 
me spiritually ill and angry that I 
cannot do all that Jesus calls me 
to do.  I invite all of us to con-
tinue to focus on the ministries 
that God has called First United 
Methodist Church of Champaign 
to undertake and to do them with 
a focused compassion of inclu-
siveness.

We await the late April decision 
on the constitutionality of the 
provisions that were adopted in 
St. Louis by The Judicial Council 
(the Supreme Court of the United 
Methodist Church).  It makes the 
upcoming 2020 General Confer-
ence all the more important (and 
the June 2019 election of the cler-
gy and lay delegates to that Gen-
eral Conference when we meet 
for annual conference) as United 
Methodists continue to have holy 
conversations and prayer about 
all of this as God leads us in the 
future.

Blessings,
Pastor Leah Pogemiller



Palm Sunday Worship and 
Palm Processional: 

April 14 at both 
9:00 and 11:00 worship services

Maundy Thursday Worship: 
 April 18 - 7:00 pm

Good Friday Worship:  
April 19 - 7:00 pm 

at First Presbyterian Church of 
Champaign (across the street)

Easter Celebration
Sunday, April 21

9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

     It’s time once again for empty tomb’s annual 
Mega Work-A-Thon.  As a part thereof, empty 
tomb hopes to collect $15,000 for their “No-Late-
Bill Reserve Fund.”  This fund helps to ensure a 
more even cash flow to fund the operations and 
salaries of empty tomb when due.  To this end, 
Local Outreach is collecting monetary donations 
in Friendship Center South the morning of March  
24.
     Checks should be made payable to FUMC 
with “empty tomb” on the memo line.  If you pre-
fer, you can place your donations in the offering 
plate during worship services, although it would 
be nice to visit with you at the Local Outreach 
table.
     However you do it, as always, your generous 
participation will be greatly appreciated.

Local Outreach Ministry 2

UMCOR Sunday
(Formerly One Great Hour of Sharing)

Sunday, March 31

You are there with UMCOR (United Methodist Commit-
tee On Relief), serving people in more than 80 coun-
tries around the world when you give your generous 
support to UMCOR next Sunday, March 31.  UMCOR 
is the mission agency that enables United Methodism 
to be Christ’s “love in action”.

UMCOR brings relief following natural disasters while 
striving to remove the root causes of hunger, human 
suffering and offering hospitality to refugees.

Gifts to UMCOR Sunday underwrites “UMCOR’s cost 
of doing business”.  That means that 100 percent of 
every gift you make to a specific “UMCOR Advance 
Special” will be spent on that project -- not administra-
tive costs.

Charity Navigator, the highly-respected charity evalu-
ator, has awarded UMCOR its top charity rating -- four 
stars -- for UMCOR’s excellent performance in the 
two broad categories assessed:  financial health and 
accountability and transparency. 

With your support of UMCOR Sunday you are defin-
ing the church as “the Body of Christ” which sees and 
hears the world’s needs through the eyes and ears 
of Christ.  We show love with the heart of Christ and 
relieve suffering with Christ’s compassionate touch 
-- that is what UMCOR is doing today in all parts of the 
world.

National/Global Missions
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Letter to FUMC regarding Church Finances

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

The annual financial audit of FUMC has recently been completed.  The good news is that $711,060.37 was 
received and recorded. Thank you. The bad news is that $757,922.96 was disbursed and spent. Together that 
equates to spending $46,862.59 more than what was received during 2018. Adding this deficit to previous defi-
cits gives a current expense fund deficit of $160,441.80 at the end of 2018.

How does this work to have a negative current expense fund balance? In essence, we spend money in the 
current expense fund that has been designated for other purposes.  You may consider that we have borrowed 
from ourselves. Fortunately, during this past year the balances in designated funds were greater than our 
accumulated deficit. This will not always be true.  Some changes will be required. Either expenses need to be 
reduced or more income is found. We should not continue on our current path. 

Please note that our disbursements in 2018 were less than our budgeted amount.  That may not be true for 
2019 as all staff positions have been filled. Budgeted income for 2019 is $774,813. Budgeted disbursements 
for 2019 are $774,474. On paper, we have a positive balance in 2019, but our budget was also positive in 
2018. Because our forecasting was not good in 2018 and similar forecasting was used to develop the 2019 
budget, additional commitments will likely be needed to meet the 2019 budget.  We have several income 
sources, but most are small. These sources include pledged gifts, non-pledged gifts, day-care donation, Foun-
dation distribution and a few others. The 2019 budget lists $617,102 as desired current year gifts from pledge 
and non-pledge gifts.  Of that total, $475,832 has been pledged. Thank you. The remaining $141,270 of de-
sired income needs to come from increasing pledges or non-pledge gifts. Please consider making an extra gift.

The FUMC Finance committee will be meeting in the near future to discuss whether the 2019 budget needs to 
be adjusted and how to prepare for the 2020 budget.

Your gifts are always welcome to keep ministry in motion at First United Methodist Church, Champaign.

In God’s service,
Roger Shanks, Chair FUMC Finance Committee
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Bishop’s Open Golf Outing April 26

The Bishop’s Open will be Friday, April 26, at Piper 
Glen in Chatham.  Online registration is open at: 
www.igrc.org/bishopsopen2019.  All proceeds will 
go toward the Our Conference, Our Kids campaign.  
Questions, call Roger Shanks at 540-553-1630.

Singers Welcome!

Chancel Choir is beginning preparations for Major 
Music Sunday on May 5.  Singers are always wel-
come!  Even if you cannot make a long term commit-
ment to Chancel Choir, you are welcome to join in 
preparing this special Sunday.  Rehearsals are from 
7:00-8:15 p.m. on Wednesday nights in the Adult 
Choir Room.  Contact Barbara Zachow for more 
information (bzachow@comcast.net).  Hope to see 
you singing soon.

UMCOR Tornado Response

On March 3 at least 20 tornadoes tore a path 
through our Southeastern states.  If you wish to help 
out by donating to United Methodist Committee on 
Relief, please write a check to FUMC with “Advance 
No. 901670” indicated on the memo line.

Champaign First UMC will host two disaster re-
sponse training events on Saturday, March 30.

An Early Response Team training will be from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Registration is open through 
March 22. Cost is $40 and includes all course 
materials.  Register online at:  https://igrcreg.
brtapp.com/ERTChampaignFirst190330.

The Connecting Neighbors training, which will run 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., inspires congregations 
and communities to minimize disaster-caused harm 
to people and property and to respond to neighbors 
in helpful, cooperative and caring ways on behalf of 
the church and in the spirit of Jesus Christ.  Infor-
mation from this training comes from the knowl-
edge and experience gleaned over many years by 
dedicated volunteers who have served their neigh-
bors on behalf of the church.  Registration is $30 
per person through March 22.  Register at:  
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
CNCHAMPAIGNFIRST190330.

More information about the disaster response
program can be found at:  
www.igrc.org/disasterresponse.

Disaster Response Training Events

FUMC Needs Candy

We need candy for our annual Easter Egg Hunt! 
Please bring bags of individually wrapped Easter 
candy to the church by Sunday, April 14, if you would 
like to donate.  Thank you!

Palm Sunday Processional on April 14

Children and Youth of all ages (yes, this 
includes the young-at-heart!), please 
join together at 8:50 a.m. for Perceptions 
Worship or 10:50 a.m. for Classic Wor-
ship in the Narthex (the hallway to the 
south of the sanctuary).  We’ll walk into 
the sanctuary together at the beginning of 
each worship service with our palms!

Attention All Bakers!
United Methodist Women invite 
you to contribute some of your 
fabulous creations to our Spring 
Bake Sale to be held on Palm 
Sunday, April 14.  Please stop at 
the UMW table on March 31 or 
April 7 to let us know what you 
plan to bake.  We’d especially 
like to have coffeecakes, cookies, 
cupcakes, quick breads, fruit pies 
and tarts.  Think spring!  Think 
Easter!  Lemon bars, frosted bun-
ny cookies, carrot cupcakes!  All 
proceeds of our sale will support 
the mission work of United Meth-
odist Women.  We thank you for 
your help.
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To Our Guests and Visitors . . .

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Cham-
paign.  We are honored that you have chosen to 
worship with us, and we invite you to visit the Hospi-
tality desk in the Friendship Center, adjacent to the 
Sanctuary.  Or you can visit us on our website, 
www.champaignfumc.org, to learn more about the 
many opportunities for worship, study, fellowship, 
and service available through the ministries of our 
congregation.

How do I become a member…?

If you are considering membership in the congrega-
tion of First United Methodist Church, you are invited 
to attend an orientation group:  “Connecting@First.” 
This is an opportunity to learn more about the minis-
tries of the Church. 

If you would like to register for the next group, 
please contact Sharon Johnson, Administrative 
Assistant to the Directing Pastor, sjohnson@cham-
paignfumc.org, or 356-9078.

Parish Nurse
Blood Pressure Screenings

On March 24, Diane Fish will conduct a blood 
pressure screening for interested congregation 
members.  The blood pressure screening will be 
held during the Coffee Connections in between 
Sunday services.  To allow for privacy, the screen-
ing will take place in the Library.  Blood pressure 
screenings will occur regularly, usually on the fourth 
Sunday of each month.  Please contact Diane at 
the church (ask to leave a message for the Parish 
Nurse) if you have any questions about the screen-
ing.

UMW Executive Board will meet on Wednes-
day, April 3, at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference 
Room.

Dorcas Women will meet on Wednesday, April 
10, at 6:30 p.m. in Friendship Center North.  
Hostesses will be Barbara Mitchell and Linda 
Boehm.

Sarah Women will meet on Monday, April 15, at 
7:00 p.m. at Trudy Walters’ home.  Sue Bach-
man will lead the program.

Stock the Food Pantry Early & Often

First United Methodist Church members are 
encouraged to bring non-perishable items to the 
church on the first Sunday of each month to stock 
our food pantry. These items are used by the vol-
unteers to provide food for the families in need. 
There’s a desperate need for more volunteers.  
Please call Sue Bachman at 359-4390 for more 
information.

Especially needed are:  ketchup, mustard, Ham-
burger Helper, mixed fruit, sugar, jelly, and Jello.  Of 
course, monetary donations are always appreciated. 

“Open your heart, open your
mind, and open your soul to the
miracles God wants to work in

and through you.”

MATTHEW KELLY
Rediscover Lent
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Coming Events:

Sunday, March 24 - No Youth Group due to Spring 
Break

Monday, March 25 - Appalachia Service Project 
Fundraiser at El Toro - Want to support the Youth 
Group’s trip to Appalachia AND have some delicious 
food?  Head over to the El Toro on Springfield Ave. 
with our flyer and do both!  20% of the cost of your 
meal will go straight towards helping us get to Tennes-
see this year to help make homes warmer, safer, and 
drier!

Saturday, March 30, 1:45 pm - 4:00 pm - Trivia 
Night - There will be a Trivia Night put on by Central 
High School’s Honor’s Society and Interact Club that 
will benefit Austin’s Place!  Join us for a fun day of 
trivia!  Meet at Central at 1:45 pm! 

Wednesday, May 1 - ASP Full Payment Due

Sundays, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm - Youth Group - Our 
middle school and high school youth meet every 
Sunday evening at the church!  Come join us for an 
evening of activities, fellowship, and fun!  We meet in 
the youth room and dinner is provided.

Youth News

The Clyde Lee and Jane Cecilia Baker 
Endowment Fund Scholarship

on Behalf of 
Professor Jack Sherman Baker

First United Methodist Church is pleased to an-
nounce the Clyde Lee and Jane Cecilia Baker En-
dowment Fund Scholarship on behalf of Professor 
Jack Sherman Baker.  This scholarship is available 
to current and previous youth who have been active 
in the youth and/or music ministries of FUMC.  It is 
available for advanced education, including com-
munity/junior college, 4-year college/university, or 
accredited trade school.  Applications can be ob-
tained by contacting the church office and must be 
turned in for consideration by April 12, 2019.

We’ve been watching the movie Remember the 
Titans in Youth Group recently.  If you’ve never 
seen it, the movie is a true story about a football 
team in Alexandria, Virginia, in 1971.  The school 
board has just voted to integrate the all black 
school with the all white school.  Under their new 
black coach, Herman Boone, and their white 
assistant coach, Bill Yoast, the team has to come 
together in unity both on and off the field. 

The first thing to know--this movie is a youth group 
CLASSIC.  I think every kid in my day watched 
this at least twice with their youth group.  I’ve nev-
er shown this movie to the kids before now, but I 
was still surprised when I learned more than half 
of them had never seen it. 

The second thing to know--you don’t have to love 
sports to love this movie.  Football--well, let’s just 
say it’s not one of my passions.  HOWEVER, the 
message the movie communicates--that we are 
all human and we succeed when we respect and 
love one another, but fail when we let hate and 
racism divide us--is one that really resonates with 
the viewer. 

God calls us to be unified with one another.  We 
are called to practice love, not hate.  Like the 
Titans, we may go through ups and downs, but 
we are connected to all our brothers and sisters in 
Christ.

Meredith

meredith@champaignfumc.org
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Clipping Box Tops for 
Cunningham Children’s Home

One way we can help the children, teens, and 
staff at Cunningham Children’s Home is by col-
lecting Box Tops for Education. Over the years, 
CCH has acquired thousands of dollars’ worth of 
educational equipment and materials through the 
help of United Methodist Women who clip Box 
Tops for Education.

You’re probably very familiar with this logo:

You’ve seen it many times on the top flap of 
General Mills cereals. But are you aware that the 
logos occur on many, many products that you 
use daily?  Here is a partial list of brands:  Nature 
Valley, Yoplait, Ziploc, Lysol, Hefty, Chex Mix, 
Annie’s, Fiber One, Scott, Paper Mate.

Check out boxtops4education.com for a complete 
list of products.

Cut out every logo you come across, save them 
in an envelope or small baggie, and place them in 
the box on top of the mailboxes in the Resource 
Room.  Or, give them to Sharon Goller or to Sha-
ron Johnson.

We’ll take the Box Tops that we’ve collected to 
the March 30 District Meeting, so get them to 
us soon.  This is a year round project, so keep 
clipping!

Save the Dates for CCH Quilt Show

The 14th Annual Festival of Quilts will be held at 
the Cunningham Children’s Home’s Spiritual Life 
Center, 1301 Cunningham Ave., Urbana, from 
9 a.m. until 5 p.m. on April 5 and 6, 2019.  This 
event is an important fundraiser for Cunningham 
Children’s Home.  All proceeds benefit the chil-
dren and youth of CCH.  To find out how you can 
help or donate, visit cunninghamhome.org/quilts.

Love Gifts Needed for
Cunningham Kids and Others

United Methodist Women invites you to help meet 
the needs of children and adults served by two 
invaluable agencies supported by UMW.  Here 
are the items that have been requested:

Cunningham Children’s Home (Urbana) requests 
men’s white socks and gift cards (McDonald's, 
Subway, Dollar General, Family Dollar, Wal-Mart, 
Target, etc.).  Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood 
House (East St. Louis) also requests gift cards.

Donations of socks may be left in the Resource 
Room.  Gift cards should be given to Sharon 
Johnson for safekeeping.  Deadline for donations 
is March 29.  We’ll present your donations at our 
March 30 District Meeting in Savoy.  Thank you 
for serving God by giving generously to those in 
need.

UMW District Spring Meeting 
Coming Soon!

The 2019 Iroquois River District UMW Spring 
Meeting will be held on Saturday, March 30, at 
Savoy UMC.  It will be a day to learn, worship, and 
celebrate with United Methodist Women from the 
many churches in our District.  Guest speaker will 
be Kelly-Jane Monahan, Coordinator of the Phoe-
nix Daytime Drop-In Center, a ministry of C-U at 
Home.  Ms. Monahan will address the issue of 
homelessness and the services provided by C-U 
at Home.

The meeting begins at 9:15 a.m. and will conclude 
by 2:30 p.m.  Cost of the luncheon is $10.00.  
Sharon Johnson is handling reservations. The 
deadline for registering is March 18!
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Flower Calendar Sign-Up for 2019

The 2019 Flower Calendar Sign-up is available on 
the bulletin board outside the Resource Room.  You 
can choose the dates on which to celebrate special 
people and/or special events among your family 
and friends.  The flowers are ordered for you by the 
chairman of the month.  It is a simple way to beautify 
the chancel and remember the special people in your 
life.  

For questions, call Teryl Pigott at 621-2744 or email 
terylpigott@gmail.com.

Free Classes of English as a Second 
Language & An Opportunity to Help

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ will hold its spring 
semester of free classes of English as a Second 
Language, Monday nights April 1 through May 20 in 
the church building from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. with light 
snacks provided at the beginning of each class.  Free 
child care is also provided.

People may request a form via email:  
office@stpetersucc.com.

While we have St. Peter’s members who engage with 
learners during the class sessions, it came to our 
attention there are those in the community who might 
also want to get to know these learners.  Others from 
your community who may want to help people with 
learning English are certainly welcome to join us.  
Please pass along these names to us through the 
church office email.

We are pleased that Christian Havenland from Park-
land College is again our instructor.  She brings a 
wealth of knowledge and experience in teaching 
English as a Second Language.  In addition, there 
also will be several field trips to encourage a broader 
understanding of American culture.  This has proved 
to be a great way to expand vocabulary.

With thanks to God, we are pleased to offer this op-
portunity within the Champaign-Urbana community.

Deborah Owen
St. Peter’s United Church of Christ Lead Minister

If you wish to donate toward the purchase of 
Easter Lilies, please fill in this form and send or 
bring it to the Church Office.  Please include your 
check in the amount of $10.00 per lily payable to 
FUMC.  

Orders cannot be accepted after Monday, 
April 15.

(   ) May be taken to shut-in or nursing home

(   ) Will Pick Up after 11:00 a.m. Easter Service

Given:   (   ) In Honor       
of______________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Given:   (   ) In Memory 
of______________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Your Name(s) 
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Phone Number(s) ________________________

________________________________________

Number of Lilies Ordered  ____________ 

Paid $ _____________
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First United Methodist Church 

Appalachia Service Project 
Fundraiser 

 
El Toro Bravo likes to give back to the community and will be 
hosting a fundraiser for FUMC youth going to build homes this 

summer for the Appalachia Service Project! 
The fundraiser date is March 25, 2019. 

 
This is how the fundraiser works….. 

* Tell everyone you know (family, friends, neighbors, etc.) to enjoy a meal at 
El Toro Bravo – 2561 W. Springfield Ave., Champaign, any time on 

Monday, March 25th……Dine-In or Carry-Out!! Giftcards count too!!!!!! 
* Fill out the bottom of this flier with the information off of your El Toro bill. 

  * Give it to your cashier or wait staff and…….You’re done!! It’s that simple. 
 

El Toro Bravo will donate 20% of your bill to the First United Methodist Church for the ASP project!! 
Funds raised will go towards travel expenses and materials for youth going to build/repair homes for the 
Appalachia Service Project. 
 

Help us support this important youth mission trip! 
GIFTCARDS, Dine-in, and Carry-out orders all count! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Organization: First United Methodist Church 
Donation Day: Monday, March 25th, 2019 (open to close) 
 
Guest Check Total: $____________________ (before sales tax) 
Location: El Toro Bravo – 2561 W. Springfield Ave., Champaign 

 

Please present this flier when you pay your bill! 

  

Upcoming Recitals & Performances
by Our Music Scholarship Students

Countertenor Landon Westerfield, together with 
Theodore Turner (harpsichord) and Benjamin Hayek 
(gamba), will be performing a recital on Saturday, 
April 6, at 1:30 pm in the Memorial Room of Smith 
Hall at the U of I.  The recital is entitled Love Stings 
and is a collection of works that center around 
Venus, Cupid, and the pain of love.  The works 
encompass multiple eras with a heavy emphasis on 
forgotten music of the Baroque era.  Love Stings will 
feature music by Briceno, Clérambault, Dove, Hidal-
go, Monteverdi, Mahler, Strozzi and Valls.

Cassandra Petrie will be presenting her masters 
voice recital at the University of Illinois at Smith Me-
morial Hall at 5:30 pm Saturday, April 6, 2019.  She 
will be singing an hour of art song suitable for the 
mezzo soprano voice.  Selections by Handel, Pau-
line Viardot, Frank Bridge, Giaocchino Rossini and 
others will be sung. 

Kevin Lucas will be performing Schubert’s Die 
Winterreise on Saturday, April 13, 2019, with pia-
nist Michael McAndrew, in the Recital Hall of Smith 
Memorial Hall at UIUC.  Sung from the perspective 
of the singer, Winterreise tells the story of a young 
man who arrives in a village in the month of May.  
Once arrived, he befriends a family and falls in 
love with the daughter.  As their love escalates, the 
daughter suddenly rejects him and marries a rich 
sailor, with her parents’ approval.  By this moment, 
it is now Winter in the story.  The young man leaves 
the house and leaves a good-bye note for the young 
woman on the gate.  As he leaves town, he begins a 
painful journey in which he is constantly reminded of 
his beloved.  

Pastor Leah’s Wednesday Schedule

Pastor Leah is available each Wednesday from noon 
to 5 p.m. for drop-in visits from the congregation.  If 
this is not a convenient time for you, please contact 
Sharon Johnson or Bonnie Berner in the church 
office who will have alternative opportunities to meet 
with Pastor Leah.  Please understand that pasto-
ral care emergencies may happen on Wednesday 
afternoons.



April 1-15, 2019

Congregational Life of FUMC

GOING INTO THE HOSPITAL?
If you are scheduled by your 

physician to be hospitalized, please 
indicate “Champaign First United 
Methodist Church” on your admission 
form.

Privacy guidelines will not allow 
hospitals to notify the Church without 
your permission.  If you can, call us be-
fore you are admitted, or have a family 
member or friend let us know.  

We don’t want to miss you when 
we visit.        
     Pastor Leah & Rev. Jerry

Hospitalized in the past two 
weeks:  John Doll, Sharon Goller, 
John Schaefer, and Irene Swank.

      Hospital Report

NEXT 
Messenger Deadline,

March 28, 2019
published on April 3

Articles may be submitted by
e-mail to:  

bberner@champaignfumc.org
or brought to the Church. 

12 Tom & Susan Veitch

1 Paula Charter
1 Payton Woods
2 Doug Burgett
2 Sharon Goller
2 Judy Johnson
2 Howie Kemper
2 Mindy Kolar
2 Philip Ramsbottom
3 Jacqueline Corum
3 Betty Walker
4 John Curtis
5 Jessica Hadler
5 Terry Iversen
7 Wayne Whited

9 Alex Charter
9 Frances Donahoe
9 Cathy Ehler
9 Bob McCandless
10 Mary Clow
10 Pastor Leah Pogemiller
11 Bob Cicone Jr.
11 Faith Melchi
12 Julie Clark
12 Rae Ann Climpson
13 Carol Bond
14 Ryan Berner
14 Susan Eades
14 Erin Hayes
15 Larry Corum
15 Carson Kemper
15 Emma Ramsbottom
15 Jim Till

10

Deaths

Do YOU need a ride
to 11:00 Sunday Morning

Worship Service?

We want you here
to worship!!

Call the Church Office
at 356-9078.

Our sympathy and prayers are 
extended to Bill Kruidenier and 
family at the passing of Bill’s 
brother, Richard Kruidenier, on 
March 10, 2019.

If you have a need for prayer, 
please call the Church Office 
at 356-9078.



       

Church Calendar 

Congregational Life of FUMC

 Worship Attendance

Sunday, March 10, 2019
   9:00............................81
 11:00..........................108
         Total..................189

Sunday, March 17, 2019
   9:00............................75
 11:00..........................100
         Total..................175

Thursday, March 21
10:00 Minds in Motion
1:30 WCG Leadership Team
6:30 Stephen Ministry
 Supervision
7:45 Austin’s Place

Friday, March 22
7:45 Austin’s Place

Saturday, March 23
9:00 Austin’s Place Organization
7:45 Austin’s Place

Sunday, March 24
3rd Sunday in Lent
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
10:00 Sunday School
10:00 Blood Pressure Screenings
10:00 Lyman/Badt WCG
11:00 Classic Worship
12:30 Corum WCG
1:30 Lenten Study
3:00 WCG Leaders Group
4:00 Angel Choir Rehearsal
5:00 Youth Music Rehearsal
6:05 Doll WCG
7:45 Austin’s Place

Monday, March 25
ASP Fundraiser at El Toro Bravo
1:30 Goller WCG
3:00 Lenten Study
6:30 Cub Scout Pack 11
7:00 Choral Union Rehearsal
7:00 Young Adults Lenten 
 Study
7:45 Austin’s Place
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Monday, April 1
1:30 Goller WCG
3:00 Lenten Study
6:00 Worship Ministry Team
6:30 Austin’s Place Steering
 Committee
6:30 Cub Scout Pack 11
7:00 Choral Union Rehearsal
7:00 Young Adults Lenten Study

Tuesday, April 2
9:30 Program Staff Meeting
1:30 Wiggs WCG
6:00 Chancel Ringers Rehearsal
7:00 Bachman WCG
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1

Wednesday, April 3
8:30 Messenger Assembly
9:30 UMW Executive Board
4:45 Confirmation Class
5:00 Wellspring Committee
6:00 Pray First!
6:30 Carlier WCG
7:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:00 FUMCCC Committee
7:00 Mattingly WCG
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

Thursday, April 4
10:00 Minds in Motion
1:30 WCG Leadership Team
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team

Tuesday, March 26
10:30 Staff Meeting
1:30 Wiggs WCG
6:00 Chancel Ringers Rehearsal
7:00 Bachman WCG
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1
7:00 Finance Committee
7:45 Austin’s Place

Wednesday, March 27
4:45 Confirmation Class
6:00 Pray First!
6:30 Carlier WCG
7:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:00 Mattingly WCG
7:30 Venturing Crew 1
7:45 Austin’s Place

Thursday, March 28
8:30 Messenger Deadline
1:30 WCG Leadership Team
5:30 Local Outreach
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team
7:45 Austin’s Place

Friday, March 29
7:45 Austin’s Place

Saturday, March 30
8:00 Early Response Training
1:45 Trivia Fundrasier 
7:45 Austin’s Place

Sunday, March 31
4th Sunday in Lent
UMCOR Sunday
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
10:00 Sunday School
10:00 Lyman/Badt WCG
11:00 Classic Worship
12:30 Corum WCG
1:30 Lenten Study
3:00 WCG Leaders Group
4:00 Angel Choir Rehearsal
5:00 Youth Music Rehearsal
6:00 Youth Group
6:05 Doll WCG
7:45 Austin’s Place
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Rev. Jerry Nichols, Visiting Pastor  
Meredith Garreau, Dir. of Youth, Adult, & Family Ministries
        meredith@champaignfumc.org
Barbara Zachow, Dir. of Music & Worship                   bzachow@comcast.net
Ruth Moore, Interim Dir. of Lay Ministries & Community Outreach
            ruth@champaignfumc.org
Tina James, Business Manager  businessmgr@champaignfumc.org
Emily Hortin, Business Office Assistant         ehortin@champaignfumc.org
Laura Hendricksen, Child Care Ctr. Dir.    lhendricksen@champaignfumc.org
Sharon Johnson, Administrative Ass’t              sjohnson@champaignfumc.org
Bonnie Berner, Dir. of Communications            bberner@champaignfumc.org
Ray Wiggs, Organist                        rewiggs@gmail.com 
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The Messenger is a bi-weekly newsletter for members and friends of 
First United Methodist Church, Champaign, IL. 

 For more information, please call the Church Office at (217) 356-
9078.  Nonmember subscription rate $20.00 per year

(or can be found at no cost at www.champaignfumc.org).

Every Sunday morning:  8:15 a.m.-Coffee Connections; 
9:00 a.m.-Perceptions Worship; 10:00 a.m.-Sunday School (during 
the school year); 11:00 a.m.-Classic Worship.  Child care for infants 
through age 10 is available from 8:45-12:15.
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March 24, 2019
3rd Sunday in Lent

9:00 a.m. Perceptions Worship
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Classic Worship

Sermon:  
“Mortality:  Facing the Certainty of Our Own Death”

Scripture:  
2 Peter 1:1-15

Rev. Leah Pogemiller, preaching

March 31, 2019
4th Sunday in Lent

UMCOR Sunday
9:00 a.m. Perceptions Worship

10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Classic Worship

Sermon:  
“Surrender:  Choosing Surrender Over Control”

Scripture:  
Proverbs 3:5-8; Philippians 4:4-8; Luke 4:1-13

Rev. Leah Pogemiller, preaching


