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Messenger

The Mission of First United Methodist Church is to:
	 •					CONNECT	people	with	God	and	one	another
	 •					GROW	as	disciples	of	Jesus	Christ
	 •					SERVE	others.

                        February 6, 2019

FOOTSTEPS IN FAITH
The 2019 Polar Vortex has come and gone.  The Christmas decorations have been stored for another 
season.  The documents for the past tax year have arrived.  The first seed catalogs have been deliv-
ered.  The Super Bowl is history.  It is time to look ahead!

The Midwinter Retreat is Saturday, February 9, at the church from 9:00 – 11:30 a.m.  Not just another 
church meeting, but a chance to listen to the Spirit’s movement among us as we look ahead at the 
ministry of Jesus and First United Methodist Church.  I invite you to come to share in fellowship and 
talk about the next steps in implementing God’s vision for us.  We are to be reminded that as times 
change, we are invited to refresh ministry we do in God’s name.  I have had to relinquish my 8-track 
tapes, my flip phone, and some methods of ministry that no longer suit the times! 

My Great Grandpa Carlson, born in 1881, saw numerous changes in the world during his 101 years 
of life.  The modes of transportation spanned the horse and buggy era through space travel.  He went 
from paying cash for everything to the “counter check” to credit cards.  His meals went from “made 
from scratch” to TV dinners and into the early years of the microwave.  He would have enjoyed us-
ing eBooks for his Bible, sending texts and emails to the family, and receiving the latest photos of his 
great-great-grandchildren.

The church has changed as well, but one thing will never change:  God is still God!  Call the church 
office and reserve your spot at the Midwinter Retreat.  You can enjoy a continental breakfast and con-
tribute to the discussion of our future ministry!

Blessings,
Pastor Leah Pogemiller
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EXPRESS YOUR MESSAGE OF LOVE 
THRU:

 UMcOR  empty tomb

 SOLAR OVENS HEIFER

YOUR REWARD:  GIVING A GIFT THAT cOUNTS

ALTERNATIVE GIVING

Ministry Moments

The mission of FUMC is to connect, grow, and serve.  
Many of the ministries at FUMC do just that, and 
Ministry Moments are a wonderful opportunity to high-
light a particular ministry of FUMC, explain how that 
ministry has helped, inspired, or served others, and to 
thank the congregation for helping to make this hap-
pen.  If you are interested in highlighting a ministry 
at FUMC by presenting a 2-minute Ministry Moment 
during worship, contact Barbara Zachow, Director of 
Music and Worship, and she will help to find a date 
that works. 

Angel choir

We are looking for angels in training!

Angel Choir rehearsals have begun for the Spring 
semester.  All who are 3 years old through 5th graders 
are welcome.  Rehearsals are from 4:00  – 5:00 p.m. 
on Sunday evenings, and Cassandra Petrie and Mary 
Currie will assist with leading the choir.  Angel Choir 
will help lead worship a few times during the semester.  
Feel free to pass this information on to anyone you 
think might be interested.  Contact Barbara Zachow 
(bzachow@comcast.net) for more information.

P.S.  Everyone mark your calendars –
Sunday, April 28
10:10 a.m.
Friendship center
Praise	Zoo:		All	God’s	Creatures presented by 
Angel choir

Vocalists Needed

Perceptions Praise Team always welcomes new 
members.  If you play an instrument or are interested 
in audio or video technology, you are welcome!  At 
the moment, we are particularly in need of people to 
join the vocalist pool for the Praise Team.  This is a 
Thursday/Sunday commitment, and the team ro-
tates through participants.  Contact Barbara Zachow 
(bzachow@comcast.net) for more information.
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If champaign-Urbana were hit by a 
disaster, would we be prepared 

as a church to respond to the needs 
of the community?

The conference is offering two training sessions at 
our church on Saturday, March 30, from 8:00 a.m. 
- 4:30 p.m.  One session will be Early Response 
Training (ERT) and another session will be Connect-
ing Neighbors.  

What is an ERT:  The mission of an early response 
team is to provide a caring Christian presence in 
the aftermath of disaster. It is a cooperative effort 
between the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) and the United Methodist Volunteers in 
Mission. The team is neither a first response group 
of emergency workers nor a recovery, rebuild or 
repair team. Rather, it fills a specific need in the early 
days after a disaster to establish the presence of the 
church.

What is connecting Neighbors: This training 
inspires congregations and communities to mini-
mize disaster-caused harm to people and property 
and to respond to neighbors in helpful, cooperative 
and caring ways on behalf of the church and in the 
spirit of Jesus Christ. Information from this training 
comes from the knowledge and experience gleaned 
over many years by dedicated volunteers who have 
served their neighbors on behalf of the church.

If you are interested, you may go to https://www.igrc.
org/disasterresponse to register.  The deadline is 
March 22.  The cost for ERT training is $40 which in-
cludes background checks for badging and a T-shirt, 
and the cost for Connecting Neighbors is $30.  For 
questions, call Bernie Chamberlain at 217-398-5974.

Dot Beldon will be celebrating her 90th 
Birthday on Feb, 19.  Her family will be 
planning a small celebration honoring 
Dot on Sunday, Feb 24, in Friendship 
center North, from 10:00-11:00 a.m. 
Please stop by and wish Dot a very 

Happy 90th Birthday! 

If you can't attend and would like to 
send her a card, Dot's mailing 

address is as follows:

1108 S. New Street
champaign, IL 61820

No gifts, please.

New Designs For Living
February Event

Mark your calendar for our next event.   We will 
gather in the Friendship Center at 11:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday, February 20, for Monical’s pizza and 
salad followed by the great 1964 classic movie 
“Father Goose,” starring Cary Grant and Leslie 
Caron.  Cost is $6, and you can sign up on Sun-
days February 10 and 17.
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To Our Guests and Visitors . . .

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Cham-
paign.  We are honored that you have chosen to 
worship with us, and we invite you to visit the Hospi-
tality desk in the Friendship Center, adjacent to the 
Sanctuary.  Or you can visit us on our website, 
www.champaignfumc.org, to learn more about the 
many opportunities for worship, study, fellowship, 
and service available through the ministries of our 
congregation.

How do I become a member…?

If you are considering membership in the congrega-
tion of First United Methodist Church, you are invited 
to attend an orientation group:  “Connecting@First.” 
This is an opportunity to learn more about the minis-
tries of the Church and will gather with Pastor Leah 
at 12:15 p.m. on February 10 as listed on page 2 of 
this issue.

If you would like to register for the next group, 
please contact Sharon Johnson, Administrative 
Assistant to the Directing Pastor, sjohnson@cham-
paignfumc.org, or 356-9078.

Parish Nurse
Blood Pressure Screenings

On February 24, Diane Fish will conduct a blood 
pressure screening for interested congregation 
members.  The blood pressure screening will be 
held during the Coffee Connections in between 
Sunday services.  To allow for privacy, the screen-
ing will take place in the Library.  Blood pressure 
screenings will occur regularly, usually on the fourth 
Sunday of each month.  Please contact Diane at 
the church (ask to leave a message for the Parish 
Nurse) if you have any questions about the screen-
ing.

UMW Executive Board will meet on Wednes-
day, February 6, at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference 
Room.

Dorcas Women will not meet in February.

Sarah Women will meet on Monday, February 
18, at 7:00 p.m. at Paula Charter’s home.  
Paula will lead the program.

Stock the Food Pantry Early & Often

First United Methodist Church members are 
encouraged to bring non-perishable items to the 
church on the first Sunday of each month to stock 
our food pantry. These items are used by the vol-
unteers to provide food for the families in need. 
There’s a desperate need for more volunteers.  
Please call Sue Bachman at 359-4390 for more 
information.

Especially needed are:  canned mixed vegeta-
bles, canned peas, cereal, box of salt, macaroni & 
cheese, pork & beans, and dish soap.  Of course, 
monetary donations are always appreciated. 

“What we all need right now is hope.
In a world filled with empty

promises that lead to despair and
brokenness, we need to know that

fulfillment can only be found in Jesus.”

DAN DEMATTE
Holiness Revolution



6

coming Events:

Wednesday, February 13, 7:45 am - Valentine’s 
Late Start Breakfast at Art Mart - Do you go to 
a Unit 4 High School?  Do you like breakfast?  Do 
you like celebrating Valentine’s Day with friends?  
Then join us for breakfast at Art Mart before school 
starts on February 13!  We’ll meet at 7:45 am.  Let 
me know if you need a ride to your school after!!

Tuesday, February 26, 6:30 pm - 9:15 pm - 
Black	Panther at the Virginia Theater - Let’s 
grab some popcorn and watch Black Panther up 
on the big screen at the Virginia Theater!  Cost is 
only $4 (plus whatever you want for food).  We’ll 
grab some seats in the beautiful theater and enjoy 
the film!

Sundays, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm - Youth Group - 
Our middle school and high school youth meet 
every Sunday evening at the church!  Come join 
us for an evening of activities, fellowship, and fun!  
We meet in the youth room and dinner is provided.

Youth News

As I sit here writing this, we are beginning to come 
out of the polar vortex.  It was a cold day holed up 
in my apartment and while the temperature inside 
was a lot warmer than outside, it kept dropping.  
My husband and I live in an old apartment building 
with many windows (which prior to the polar vortex 
was my favorite feature of the apartment) and the 
heating system literally couldn’t keep up.  At the 
coldest part of the day around 9:30 am, our temp 
was set to 76 degrees…and it was 60 degrees. 
We started panicking and after boiling some water, 
making lunch, and trying to warm up the place, it 
reached a relatively balmy 65 degrees. 

I spent a good amount of time panicking how 
cold it was going to be and worrying if our pipes 
would freeze, but to be honest, the only thing that 
warmed up the apartment was getting up and 
doing something about it.  So many times we worry 
and ask God for help.  Then, when he does give 
us a path to get help, we don’t always take it.  We 
just sit and worry.  However, at the end of the day, 
worrying doesn’t ever help us.  It’s paying attention 
to the path God is trying to guide us towards. 

On the other side of things, I was reading an article 
yesterday about people who had passed away in 
the cold.  I immediately felt silly and selfish for wor-
rying about my apartment being “only” 60 degrees-
-even if the pipes could freeze.  This is another 
thing our worry does--it makes us so caught up in 
our little problems that we forget to be grateful to 
God for all he does give us.  I started thanking God 
for three things he had given me that day.

I truly hate the cold…but I guess the polar vortex 
gave me something to ponder anyway.

Meredith
meredith@champaignfumc.org
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Pastor Leah’s Wednesday Schedule

Pastor Leah is available each Wednesday from noon 
to 5 p.m. for drop-in visits from the congregation.  If 
this is not a convenient time for you, please contact 
Sharon Johnson or Bonnie Berner in the church office 
who will have alternative opportunities to meet with 
Pastor Leah.  Please understand that pastoral care 
emergencies may happen on Wednesday afternoons.

If you have a need for prayer, 
please call the Church Office at 
356-9078.

college Scholarship Applications

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference Board of Higher 
Education and Campus Ministry is offering a schol-
arship opportunity for undergraduate students during 
2019-2020 school year.  Applications will be accepted 
starting December 1st.  Apply online at:  
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/igrcscholarship

Applicants must be members of a United Methodist 
Church in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference for a 
minimum of one year.  Scholarships awarded will be 
sent to the community college, college, or university 
that the student will be attending during the 2019-
2020 school year to help pay for their undergraduate 
tuition.  The scholarships awarded will be a minimum 
of $500.

Applications must be submitted by 4:30 p.m. on 
March 1st.  If you have questions, contact Pastor 
Leah.

PLEASE NOTE:  There is no way to save this appli-
cation in process.  Once you have submitted your 
application you will not be able to review or edit it.  It 
is recommended to review the entire application pro-
cess before beginning.

Flower calendar Sign-Up for 2019

The 2019 Flower Calendar Sign-up is available on 
the bulletin board outside the Resource Room.  You 
can choose the dates on which to celebrate special 
people and/or special events among your family 
and friends.  The flowers are ordered for you by the 
chairman of the month.  It is a simple way to beauti-
fy the chancel and remember the special people in 
your life.  

For questions, call Teryl Pigott at 621-2744 or email 
terylpigott@gmail.com.

2019 Offering Envelopes
If you would like a supply of offering envelopes for 
2019, they are available now in the Church Office 
and at the Hospitality Desk.  We have weekly sets 
(52 envelopes) and monthly sets (12 envelopes).  
The envelopes are dated but not pre-numbered.  
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Join us for this 
Lenten Study

Embracing	the	
Uncertain

By Magrey R. deVega

Just turning on the news lets us know we are living 
in uncertain times.  Economic instabilities, erup-
tions of violence, and natural catastrophes can 
alter the lives and landscapes of entire commu-
nities.  Our individual lives are often just as un-
steady:  relationships can break, plans can falter, 
and confidence can fail.

Uncertainty can definitely be uncomfortable.  Many 
of us prefer stability and a predictable future to an 
unknown fate.  We are wired to want to control our 
destiny.

Embracing	the	Uncertain invites readers this 
Lent to engage and wrestle with life’s uncertain-
ties, not ignore them.  The stories in the study are 
signposts in the gospel, pointing us forward to a 
cross that can show us how to follow Jesus with 
courage, hope, and obedience.  

Each week of this study will be supplemented by 
daily devotions written by members of First United 
Methodist Church and our district superintendent, 
Rev. Angie Lee.  These devotions will be available 
in paper form at the church and on the FUMC 
Facebook page.  You may also receive the daily 
devotion via email.  Email Bonnie with your request 
at bberner@champaignfumc.org.

This study will be led by Pastor Leah and offered 
on Sundays (March 10-April 21) from 1:30-
3:00 pm and Mondays (March 11-April 22) from 
3:00-4:30 pm.  Books cost $10.  Scholarships are 
available as needed.  Registration will be February 
17 - March 3.  You can sign up between Sunday 
worship services (10-11 am) at FUMC or by email-
ing Ruth at ruth@champaignfumc.org.
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Soup Time!

It's that time again and we are thrilled.  Though the Times Center can no longer accept soup from us 
(must be made in their kitchen), we have found a new soup home at Austin's Place!

The ladies would love, enjoy, AND need these hearty, made with love soups that our church members have 
made for others for years.

The only change we will need to make are the containers.  They need to be smaller in order to warm up prop-
erly for our guests.  I have placed smaller freezable plastic containers in the Resource Room if you need some.  
If you have your own at home, that is fine. 

We would like to start this as soon as possible; so those who are willing and able, you can place the soup in 
the salad kitchen freezer anytime.  No cream-based soups please.

Thanks very much!

Paula Charter



February 16-28, 2019

congregational Life of FUMc

GOING INTO THE HOSPITAL?
If you are scheduled by your 

physician to be hospitalized, please 
indicate “champaign First United 
Methodist church” on your admission 
form.

Privacy guidelines will not allow 
hospitals to notify the Church without 
your permission.  If you can, call us be-
fore you are admitted, or have a family 
member or friend let us know.  

We don’t want to miss you when 
we visit.        
     Pastor Leah & Rev. Jerry

Hospitalized in the past two 
weeks:  Karen Wood.

      Hospital Report

NEXT 
Messenger Deadline,

February 14, 2019
published on February 20

Articles may be submitted by
e-mail to:  

bberner@champaignfumc.org
or brought to the Church. 

25 Ken & Kelli Kemper
26 John & Sylvia Ronsvalle
28 Joseph & Marin Mattingly

16 Tim Deal
17 Jonathan Fotzler
17 Phyllis Robeson
18 Ann-Marie Best
19 Dot Beldon
19 Madeline Geis
19 Grace MacRae
19 Nathan Petersen
21 John Ayers
21 Bill Hand
21 Adam Simmons
21 Seth Simmons
22 Emersen Geis
22 Jenna Martin

22 Althea Stockwell
24 Jeanne Kemper
25 Joseph Hadler
25 Jack Hou
25 Connie McCray
25 Gale Morenz-Rasch
25 Greg Moser
27 Barbara Foil
27 Meredith Garreau
27 Hillary Veitch
28 Larry Askew
28 Sunny Choo
28 Josef Hallbeck
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Do YOU need a ride
to 11:00 Sunday Morning

Worship Service?

We want you here
to worship!!

Call the Church Office
at 356-9078.



       

church calendar 

congregational Life of FUMc

 Worship Attendance

Sunday, January 27, 2019
   9:00...........................72
 11:00...........................96
         Total..................168

Sunday, February 3, 2019
   9:00...........................78
 11:00..........................116
         Total..................194

Thursday, February 7
10:00 Minds in Motion
1:30 WCG Leadership Team
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team
7:00 Eagle Scout Board 
 of Review
7:00 Wrapped in His Love
7:45 Austin’s Place

Friday, February 8
7:45 Austin’s Place

Saturday, February 9
9:00 Mid-Winter All Church
 Retreat
7:45 Austin’s Place

Sunday, February 10
Boy Scout Sunday
Angel choir at Both Services
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
10:00 Sunday School
10:00 Lyman/Badt WCG
11:00 Classic Worship
12:15 Connecting@First Lunch
3:00 WCG Leaders Group
4:30 LIFT 
5:00 Youth Music Rehearsal
5:00 Corum WCG
6:00 Youth Group
6:05 Doll WCG
7:45 Austin’s Place

Monday, February 11
1:30 Goller WCG
6:30 Cub Scout Pack 11
7:00 Choral Union Rehearsal
7:00 Staff-Parish Relations
 Committee
7:45 Austin’s Place

Tuesday, February 12
10:30 Staff Meeting
1:30 Wiggs WCG
6:00 Chancel Ringers Rehearsal
7:00 Bachman WCG
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1
7:45 Austin’s Place 11

Tuesday, February 19
9:30 Program Staff Meeting
10:00 Art Cafe
1:30 Wiggs WCG
6:00 Chancel Ringers Rehearsal
7:00 Bachman WCG
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1
7:45 Austin’s Place

Wednesday, February 20
8:30 Messenger Assembly
5:00 Confirmation Class
6:30 Carlier WCG
7:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:00 Mattingly WCG
7:30 Venturing Crew 1
7:45 Austin’s Place

Thursday, February 21
10:00 Minds in Motion
1:30 WCG Leadership Team
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team
6:30 Stephen Ministry 
 Supervision
7:00 Wrapped in His Love
7:45 Austin’s Place

Friday, February 22
7:45 Austin’s Place

Saturday, February 23
10:00 WCG Leaders Group
7:45 Austin’s Place

Wednesday, February 13
7:45 Youth Late Start Breakfast
1:30 NDFL Committee
5:00 Confirmation Class
6:30 Carlier WCG
7:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:00 Mattingly WCG
7:30 Venturing Crew 1
7:45 Austin’s Place

Thursday, February 14
8:30 Messenger Deadline
1:30 WCG Leadership Team 
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team
7:45 Austin’s Place

Friday, February 15
7:45 Austin’s Place

Saturday, February 16
7:45 Austin’s Place

Sunday, February 17
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
10:00 Lyman/Badt WCG
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Classic Worship
3:00 WCG Leaders Group
4:00 Angel Choir Rehearsal
5:00 Youth Music Rehearsal
6:00 Corum WCG
6:05 Doll WCG
7:45 Austin’s Place

Monday, February 18

church Office closed
1:30 Goller WCG
6:30 Cub Scout Pack 11
7:00 Choral Union Rehearsal
7:00 Sarah Circle
7:45 Austin’s Place



First United Methodist church Ministry Team

Rev. Leah Pogemiller, Directing Pastor       lpogemiller@champaignfumc.org
Rev. Jerry Nichols, Visiting Pastor  
Meredith Garreau, Dir. of Youth, Adult, & Family Ministries
        meredith@champaignfumc.org
Barbara Zachow, Dir. of Music & Worship                   bzachow@comcast.net
Ruth Moore, Interim Dir. of Lay Ministries & Community Outreach
            ruth@champaignfumc.org
Tina James, Business Manager  businessmgr@champaignfumc.org
Emily Hortin, Business Office Assistant         ehortin@champaignfumc.org
Laura Hendricksen, Child Care Ctr. Dir.    lhendricksen@champaignfumc.org
Sharon Johnson, Administrative Ass’t              sjohnson@champaignfumc.org
Bonnie Berner, Dir. of Communications            bberner@champaignfumc.org
Ray Wiggs, Organist                        rewiggs@gmail.com 
Mara Boehm, ARK Coordinator           peacefuldance@icloud.com
Diane Fish, Parish Nurse                .parishnursepartners@champaignfumc.org
Jason Mack, Building Manager               jmack@champaignfumc.org
Terry McClellan, Weekday Morning Custodian
Tim Valentine, Weekday Evening Custodian
Scott Ervin, Weekend Custodian

The Messenger is a bi-weekly newsletter for members and friends of 
First United Methodist Church, Champaign, IL. 

 For more information, please call the Church Office at (217) 356-
9078.  Nonmember subscription rate $20.00 per year

(or can be found at no cost at www.champaignfumc.org).

Every Sunday morning:  8:15 a.m.-Coffee Connections; 
9:00 a.m.-Perceptions Worship; 10:00 a.m.-Sunday School (during 
the school year); 11:00 a.m.-Classic Worship.  Child care for infants 
through age 10 is available from 8:45-12:15.
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Champaign IL  61820
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February 10, 2019
5th Sunday after the Epiphany

Boy Scout Sunday
9:00 a.m. Perceptions Worship

10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. classic Worship

Sermon:  
“Listening”
Scripture:  

Psalm 138; Luke 5:1-11
Rev. Leah Pogemiller, preaching

February 17, 2019
6th Sunday after the Epiphany
9:00 a.m. Perceptions Worship

10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. classic Worship

Sermon:  
“Turning Brown into Green”

Scripture:  
Psalm 1

Rev. Leah Pogemiller, preaching


