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Messenger

The Mission of First United Methodist Church is to:
	 •					CONNECT	people	with	God	and	one	another
	 •					GROW	as	disciples	of	Jesus	Christ
	 •					SERVE	others.

                    October 2, 2019

September 27, 2019
 The United Methodist Church of the Resurrection
 Leawood, Kansas

My beloved friends, let us continue to love each other since love comes from God. Everyone who loves is born 
of God and experiences a relationship with God. The person who refuses to love doesn’t know the first thing 
about God, because God is love—so you can’t know him if you don’t love. This is how God showed his love 
for us: God sent his only Son into the world so we might live through him.    I John 4:7-9

Dearly BeLove(d):

There is unrest in the denomination and the future is unclear.

Last week, Ruth Moore, Meredith Garreau, and I traveled to The United 
Methodist Church of the Resurrection, the church Adam Hamilton founded 
and which he still serves, to listen to denominational leaders, to discuss 
the future of the United Methodist Church and to recommit ourselves and 
the church we love to the full inclusion of all people:  people of all races, 
women, and, yes, LGBTQ persons.  

The General Conference is the only legislative body that has the authority 
to change our Book of Discipline, the policy and doctrine handbook of the 
denomination. The next General Conference is May 2020. Currently our 
Book of Discipline forbids UM pastors from officiating at LGBTQ weddings 
or using their churches for such ceremonies. Our Book of Discipline forbids
the ordination of LGBTQ persons. I disagree with these positions and will 
continue to work toward full inclusion of all people in leadership and power,
faith and discipleship. 

I do not know what the General Conference in May 2020 in Minneapolis 
will decide. I don’t know if the denomination will hang together or if it will 
splinter into pieces. I don’t know how long it will take to sort out the new
expressions of Wesleyan Christianity that are emerging. 

Here’s what I do know:  I am called to love with grace and without judgment. I am committed to leading a 
church that welcomes and celebrates all people. I will share my vision of God’s justice and mercy. I love the 
local church and will spend my life energy there, inviting people into a deeper relationship with God and 
authentic relationships with one another. I will keep trying to be God’s love in the world.

  Love, First
  Blessings, Julia



2

What are your dreams and visions for First United Methodist Church Champaign?

Following Joel 2:28 (“And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions.”), you are invited to share your 
dreams and visions for First United Methodist Church on paper leaves before and after worship in Friendship 
Center North on October 6 and 13.  Your dreams and visions will be part of the worship service on Conse-
cration Sunday.  No names are requested on the leaves; God knows who you are.  If you are unsure of what 
dreams or visions to have, put a blank leaf representing silent prayer in the basket.

If you are unable to attend Sunday worship, you can send 
your dreams and visions to Bonnie Berner at
bberner@champaignfumc.org or call 217-356-9078.

Help Us Celebrate Consecration Sunday, October 20, 2019



       
3

Our church’s scheduled work day at Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center (MMDC) is Thursday, November 
14.  At this time we have reserved places for 12 peo-
ple to serve.  Due to new rules at MMDC we would 
like to have some idea of those who would be inter-
ested in joining us for a day of service and fellowship 
by mid-September.  For any questions, you may call 
Bernie Chamberlain at 217-398-5974.  

Mark Your Calendar

Sunday, October 6, is World Communion 
Sunday.  On this day, Christians throughout the 
world will receive communion, that special gift 
from God.

The Local Outreach Ministry Team would 
like our congregation to give thanks for 
this blessing by bringing 1 can of vegeta-
bles, fruit, or meat products on that day.  
There will be baskets in which to place 
the items before you receive communion.  
The canned goods will replenish our Food 
Pantry which serves those in need in our 
community.  Please join us in this special 
offering.

  Thank you for your generosity!
  Local Outreach Ministry Team

World Communion Sunday is also a church-
wide Special Sunday of The United Methodist 
Church.  Envelopes will be in the bulletin on 
October 6.  Make checks payable to FUMC 
with World Communion Sunday on the memo 
line. 

Classes meet every Sunday 
at 9:00 a.m.

Age/Grade    Room

ARK Child Care     222

Pre-K – 5th Grade       E*

Middle & High School    H*

New Beginnings   Chapel

Discoverers     223

* Classes located on lower level.

ALL ARE WELCOME!
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Stock the Food Pantry Early & Often

First United Methodist Church members are 
encouraged to bring non-perishable items to the 
church on the first Sunday of each month to stock 
our food pantry. These items are used by the volun-
teers to provide food for the families in need. There’s 
a desperate need for more volunteers.  Please call 
Sue Bachman at 359-4390 for more information.

Especially needed are:  soup, Jell-o, canned pep-
per, salt, diced tomatoes, and spaghetti sauce.  Of 
course, monetary donations are always appreciated. 
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Coming Soon!  
First Sunday Market:  October 6

  We’ll feature small cakes, as well as 
  all kinds of baked goods (cookies, 
  quick breads, cupcakes)! 

  We’ll sell two varieties of homemade
  soup by the quart!

  A selection of very classy gift baskets 
  will be available for you to purchase!   

  Our Sensational Silent Auction begins
  at 8:45 a.m. on October 6!  

  Look forward to the Second Sunday
  Market on October 13!  

All proceeds support the mission projects of 
United Methodist Women

Don’t’ Miss our 
Second Sunday Market: October 13

  We’ll feature PIES, as well as all kinds
  of baked goods!

  A selection of very classy gift baskets
  will be available for you to purchase!

  This is your final chance to bid on Our
  Sensational Silent Auction items!

  The auction will close promptly at
  12:15 p.m. on October 13!

All proceeds support the mission projects of 
United Methodist Women

Don’t Miss Our 
Sensational Silent Auction!

Friendship Center
October 6 and 13

8:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Hosted by United Methodist Women

Our Sensational Silent Auction will begin on 
October 6 at 8:45 a.m. and conclude at 
12:15 p.m. on October 13.  We are excited to 
announce the following items:

• New Item:  Decorative wheelbarrow,
 beautifully hand painted by artist
 Barbara Hecker!
• A basket of products donated by 
 Columbia Street Roastery 
• 3-hour home repair/minor construction 
 work (Pete Beyler)  
• An airplane ride for up to three in a 
 Cessna 172, details to be arranged 
 (Neil Fotzler)  
• A lovely glass blown pendant created by 
 Jason Mack, complimented by a hand
 knit scarf (Karen Wood), Sak handbag, 
 and small jewelry box
• Lawn mower tune-up and repair 
 (Ron Lyman at Abel & Reddy Small 
 Engine Repair)
• Holy Family wood puzzle designed and 
 crafted by Norm Starr 
• Two tickets and a parking pass for two 
 early season Illini basketball games; and,
 auctioned separately, two tickets and 
 parking pass for the Illini vs. Nebraska 
 basketball game (Tim and Sue Bachman)
• Two hours landscaping consultation with 
 Mike Weber, along with six hostas and 
 six day lilies chosen from his garden by 
 winner
• A gift basket of items from Checkered 
 Moon

As United Methodist Women, we pledge annually to mission 
work that helps improve the lives of women, children, and 
youth globally, nationally, and locally.  Our annual fall fund-
raiser, along with our personal pledges, enables us to fulfill 
that very important promise.
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Youth News

Coming Events:

Wednesday, October 9, 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm - High 
School Dinner at Meredith’s - All the high schoolers 
are invited to dinner at Meredith’s house!  We’ll eat, 
get to know each other better, and have fun!  RSVP 
by calling or texting 217-369-1841 by October 7!

Monday, October 14, 12:15 pm - 5:30 pm - Paint-
balling - We’re going paint balling!!  Meet in the 
church parking lot and wear long sleeves and long 
pants!  Bring $10!!  We’ll return to the church at 5:30!

Sundays, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm - Youth Group - Our 
middle school and high school youth meet every 
Sunday evening at the church!  Come join us for an 
evening of activities, fellowship, and fun!  We meet in 
the youth room and dinner is provided.

This past Sunday for Youth Group, we took a trip to 
the main floor of the church to learn more about the 
sanctuary.  Even though we spend time there every 
Sunday, there are details about it that we typically 
don’t notice.  The kids took notice of things, such as 
the stained glass in the balcony and inscriptions on 
plaques.

After we looked around for a bit, we discussed what 
a sanctuary is to us.  Answers included, “A holy 
place,” “Where God is,” “Somewhere you feel safe,” 
and more.  God is always with us and being in the 
sanctuary helps remind us of that--it’s a place of 
holiness.  God also dwells within each and every sin-
gle one of us, no matter who we are.  We are living, 
breathing sanctuaries. 

After we thought about how we are all sanctuar-
ies, we thought about how we treat each other and 
ourselves.  We would feel uncomfortable saying or 
doing awful things in a sanctuary, but we are more 
than willing to put ourselves or other people down.  
That isn’t the way to treat living, breathing, and loved 
vessels of God.  So next time someone cuts you off 
in traffic or you start beating yourself up for some-
thing you did wrong, remember God lives in each 
one of us.

Meredith

Meredith@champaignfumc.org
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To Our Guests and Visitors . . .

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Champaign.  We are honored that you have chosen to worship 
with us, and we invite you to visit the Hospitality desk in the Friendship Center, adjacent to the Sanctuary.  Or 
you can visit us on our website, www.champaignfumc.org, to learn more about the many opportunities for wor-
ship, study, fellowship, and service available through the ministries of our congregation.

How do I become a member…?

If you are considering membership in the congregation of First United Methodist Church, you are invited to 
attend an orientation group:  “Connecting@First.” This is an opportunity to learn more about the ministries of 
the Church.   A new member class has been scheduled for October 6, noon - 2 pm.  Reception of New 
Members will be during worship on October 13.

If you would like to register for the next group, please contact Sharon Johnson, Administrative Assistant to the 
Directing Pastor, sjohnson@champaignfumc.org, or 356-9078.

Our annual Community Meal/Trunk or Treat event will be Sunday, October 27, from 5:00-
7:00 pm.  Volunteers will be needed to run games and set up, serve, and clean up the Com-
munity Meal.  Volunteer sign up will be Oct. 6-20 in Friendship Center North.  Join the fun!!!
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Parish Nurse
Blood Pressure Screenings

On October 27, Diane Fish will conduct a 
blood pressure screening for interested 
congregation members.  The blood pressure 
screening will be held during the Coffee Con-
nections.  To allow for privacy, the screening 
will take place in the Library.  Blood pressure 
screenings will occur regularly, usually on 
the fourth Sunday of each month.  Please 
contact Diane at the church (ask to leave a 
message for the Parish Nurse) if you have 
any questions about the screening.

Minds in Motion is a not-for-profit program offering activities 
for older adults that are designed to improve or maintain:

- Cognitive (mental) functioning
- Physical abilities and functioning
- Mental outlook (decrease or allay depression and anxiety)

Now beginning its 15th year, the Minds in Motion program 
has served hundreds of older adults wishing to maintain 
their mental and physical fitness in a fun, safe, and relaxing 
environment, including persons with early memory loss.

The yoga classes will be led by experienced yoga instruc-
tors, and include the option to participate in several differ-
ent types of yoga, including:

9:30 a.m.: Gentle Yoga: Appropriate for all levels, this class 
moves at a slow steady pace with most postures seated or 
reclined on the mat with a few standing postures.
10:45 a.m.: Chair Yoga: This practice is done while seated 
in the chair or using the chair as support. Traditional poses 
are modified to make the practice accessible to all abilities. 
12:00 noon: Yin Yoga: A slow deep practice targeting the 
deeper connective tissue of the body, leading to greater 
flexibility. All postures are seated or reclined.
1:30 p.m.: Slow Flow Yoga: A gentle practice synchronizing 
breath with movement, appropriate for all levels. 

Class sizes are limited! Please register for the desired class 
at: www.illumeartstudio.com

We look forward to seeing you on October 5! 100% of 
the donations go directly to the Minds in Motion program. 
Checks and cash donations are accepted.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact either Terri 
Decker, Illume Art & Yoga Studio, at terri@illumeartstudio.
com or Sandy Burgener, Director, Minds in Motion, at: 
sburgenr@illinois.edu; Cell: (217) 898-4251.

Needs Special People
to fill roles on their staff team:

•  Bookkeeper (be one of two people
      in job sharing)

•  Helping Work (one person to job share
      with current staff)

•  Office Coordinator (be one of two
      people in job sharing or full-time).

“Job sharing” means the two people 
carrying responsibility for the job coordi-
nate 40 hours between them.

More information is available at 
emptytomb.org/jobs.  Your service 
would help people at their points of 
need and help Christians who want to 
help others while you grow in Christ.  
That’s a win-win-win!
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HELP SUPPORT

Bring this flyer or show an electronic version to the cashier

when you place your order and we'll donate a portion of the

proceeds from your purchase.*

*Gift card purchases and catering orders are excluded and will not count toward the event.
Rapid Pick-Up and Delivery only where available.

©2019 Panera Bread. All Rights Reserved.

AUSTIN'S PLACE: AN
EMERGENCY SHELTER FOR

WOMEN

WHERE 1765 West Kirby Avenue, Champaign, IL 61821

WHEN Sat, Oct 26th FROM 4:00pm - 8:00pm

Ordering Online for Rapid Pick-Up or Delivery?*

Enter "PRFUND""PRFUND" as your Promo Code to have a portion of your proceeds donated to
your organization.

Learn more at Fundraising.PaneraBread.comFundraising.PaneraBread.com

“Someone can look perfectly fine, 
but you never know what is going on 
inside--and everyone has something 

going on inside.”

MATTHEW KELLY
Taken from Resisting Happiness

Want To Make A Difference?

Our community needs in-home caregivers.  
Family Service is seeking caring, compassionate 
individuals to assist older adults in their homes 
with cleaning, laundry, personal care, shopping, 
errands, medication reminders, and rides to 
appointments.  These are paid positions, and 
mileage is reimbursed.  Questions?  Call Yvonne 
or John at 352-5100.  Apply in person at Family 
Service, 405 S. State Street in Champaign, Mon-
day-Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Flower Calendar Sign-Up for 2019

The 2019 Flower Calendar Sign-up is available 
on the bulletin board outside the Resource 
Room.  You can choose the dates on which to 
celebrate special people and/or special events 
among your family and friends.  The flowers are 
ordered for you by the chairman of the month.  
It is a simple way to beautify the chancel and 
remember the special people in your life.  
For questions, call Teryl Pigott 
at 621-2744 or email 
terylpigott@gmail.com.



November 1-10, 2019

Congregational Life of FUMC

GOING INTO THE HOSPITAL?
If you are scheduled by your 

physician to be hospitalized, please 
indicate “Champaign First United 
Methodist Church” on your admission 
form.

Privacy guidelines will not allow 
hospitals to notify the Church without 
your permission.  If you can, call us be-
fore you are admitted, or have a family 
member or friend let us know.  

We don’t want to miss you when 
we visit.        
     Rev. Julia & Rev. Jerry

Hospitalized in the past two 
weeks:  Bob Wildemuth.

      Hospital Report

2 Charles Heimbach & Angela
  Brown

1 Ian Burgener
2 Robert Rowe
3 Isabel Charter
3 Linda Fotzler
4 Mark Rayburn
5 Joe Berbaum
6 Joseph Hecker
6 Clare Stanhope

7 Lori Palmer
8 Joyce Hast
8 Charlotte Patterson
9 Barb Cicone
9 Kimberly Fotzler
9 Camille MacRae
10 Anthony Cicone

10

Deaths

If you have a need for prayer, 
please call the Church Office 
at 356-9078.

NEXT 
Messenger Deadline,

October 10, 2019
published on October 16

Articles may be submitted by
e-mail to:  

bberner@champaignfumc.org
or brought to the Church. 

Our sympathy and prayers are 
extended to David & Diane Weible  
and family at the passing of 
David’s younger brother, Wayne 
Weible, Sr,. who lived near To-
peka, Kansas, on September 15, 
2019; to Joe Berbaum and family 
at the passing of his wife, Thelma 
Berbaum on September 16, 2019; 
and to the family and friends of 
Doris Lain, who passed away on 
September 18, 2019.

 Do YOU need a ride
to Sunday Morning
Worship Service?

We want you here 
to worship!!

Call Bruce Hemminger
at 356-2576.



       

Church Calendar 

Congregational Life of FUMC

 
Worship Attendance

Sunday, September 22, 2019
 10:30..........................211
 

Sunday, September 29, 2019
 10:30..........................175

Thursday, October 3
10:00 Minds in Motion
6:30 Christian Formation Team
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team

Sunday, October 6
World Communion Sunday
Food Pantry Sunday
8:45 UMW Sunday Market
9:00 ARK Child Care
9:00 Lyman/Badt WCG
9:00 Sunday School
9:30 Perceptions Praise Team
 Rehearsal
10:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal
10:00 Coffee Connections
10:30 Worship Service
12:00 New Member Class
3:00 WCG Leaders
4:00 Angel Choir
5:00 Youth Music
6:00 Youth Group
6:05 Doll WCG

Monday, October 7
6:30 Cub Scout Pack 11
7:00 Choral Union
7:00 Garreau WCG
7:00 Troop #1 Meeting

Tuesday, October 8
10:30 Staff Meeting
1:30 Wiggs/Corum WCG
6:00 Chancel Ringers
7:00 Bachman WCG
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1

Wednesday, October 9
1:30 NDFL Committee
1:30 WCG Leadership Team
6:00 High School Dinner
 at Meredith’s
6:30 Carlier WCG
6:30 Dorcas Circle
6:30 FUMCCC Committee
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00 Mattingly WCG
7:30 Venturing Crew 1
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Thursday, October 17
10:00 Minds in Motion
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team
6:30 Stephen Ministry
 Supervision

Saturday, October 19
9:00 Austin’s Place Volunteer
 Training

Sunday, October 20
Consecration Sunday
9:00 ARK Child Care
9:00 Lyman/Badt WCG
9:00 Sunday School
9:30 Perceptions Praise
 Team Rehearsal
10:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal
10:00 Coffee Connections
10:30 Worship Service
11:45 Consecration Lunch
3:00 WCG Leaders
4:00 Angel Choir
5:00 Youth Music
6:00 Youth Group
6:05 Doll WCG

Thursday, October 10
8:30 Messenger Deadline
6:00 Austin’s Place Volunteer
 Training
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team
7:00 Wrapped in His Love

Sunday, October 13
Reception of New Members
8:45 UMW Sunday Market
9:00 ARK Child Care
9:00 Lyman/Badt WCG
9:00 Sunday School
9:30 Perceptions Praise 
 Team Rehearsal
10:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal
10:00 Coffee Connections
10:30 Worship Service
2:00 CROP Walk
3:00 WCG Leaders
4:00 Angel Choir
4:30 LIFT (Leading In 
 Faith Together)
5:00 Youth Music
6:00 Youth Group
6:05 Doll WCG

Monday, October 14
12:15 Youth Paintballing
6:30 Cub Scout Pack 11
7:00 Choral Union
7:00 Garreau WCG
7:00 Staff-Parish Relations
 Committee

Tuesday, October 15
9:30 Program Staff Meeting
1:30 Wiggs/Corum WCG
6:00 Chancel Ringers
7:00 Bachman WCG
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1

Wednesday, October 16
8:30 Messenger Assembly
1:30 WCG Leadership Team
6:30 Austin’s Place Meeting
6:30 Carlier WCG
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00 Mattingly WCG
7:30 Venturing Crew 1



First United Methodist Church Ministry Team

Rev. Julia Melgreen, Directing Pastor            jmelgreen@champaignfumc.org
Rev. Jerry Nichols, Visiting Pastor  
Meredith Garreau, Dir. of Youth, Adult, & Family Ministries
       meredith@champaignfumc.org
Barbara Zachow, Dir. of Music & Worship                  bzachow@comcast.net
Ruth Moore, Interim Dir. of Lay Ministries & Community Outreach
           ruth@champaignfumc.org
Tina James, Business Manager businessmgr@champaignfumc.org
Emily Hortin, Business Office Assistant        ehortin@champaignfumc.org
Laura Hendricksen, Child Care Ctr. Dir.   lhendricksen@champaignfumc.org
Sharon Johnson, Administrative Ass’t             sjohnson@champaignfumc.org
Bonnie Berner, Dir. of Communications           bberner@champaignfumc.org
Ray Wiggs, Organist                        rewiggs@gmail.com 
Diane Fish, Parish Nurse                            parishnurse@champaignfumc.org
Jason Mack, Building Manager             jmack@champaignfumc.org
Terry McClellan, Weekday Morning Custodian
Tim Valentine, Weekday Evening Custodian
Scott Ervin, Weekend Custodian

The Messenger is a bi-weekly newsletter for members and friends of 
First United Methodist Church, Champaign, IL. 

 For more information, please call the Church Office at (217) 356-
9078.  Nonmember subscription rate $20.00 per year

(or can be found at no cost at www.champaignfumc.org).

Every Sunday morning (during the school year):  9:00 a.m.-Sun-
day School; 10:00 a.m.-Coffee Connections; 10:30 a.m.-Worship 
Service.  Child care for infants through age 10 is available from 
9:00-11:45.

First United Methodist Church
210 W Church Street
Champaign IL  61820

 “Return Service Requested” 

Non-profit Org.
US Postage Paid
Permit  No. 14
Champaign  IL

October 6, 2019
17th Sunday after Pentecost
World Communion Sunday

UMW Sunday Market
9:00 a.m. Sunday School

10:00 a.m. Coffee Connections
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

Sermon:  
“Four Doors to More Faith:  Service”

Rev. Julia Melgreen, preaching

October 13, 2019
18th Sunday after Pentecost

UMW Sunday Market
9:00 a.m. Sunday School

10:00 a.m. Coffee Connections
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

Sermon:
“Four Doors to More Faith:  Financial Commitment”

Rev. Julia Melgreen, preaching


