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Messenger

The Mission of First United Methodist Church is to:
	 •					CONNECT	people	with	God	and	one	another
	 •					GROW	as	disciples	of	Jesus	Christ
	 •					SERVE	others.

                              June 27, 2018

I have been blessed by your letters and cards of welcome leading up to July 1st.  It has been an 
exciting time of wrapping up responsibilities in the Vermilion District Office, packing, and saying 
goodbyes.  With the packing comes a time of reflection --- remembering persons and events linked 
by memories to the physical items.  This time, the packing has been bittersweet.  The helping hands 
of both my parents and my stepmother, as well as their encouragement concluded with their deaths in 
the past 2 ½ years.  And I am now the caretaker of the family treasures they once cherished.  

I cannot help but recall Jesus’ instructions to his disciples to take very little and depend on the hospi-
tality of others.  I need to work on down-sizing.  In the time ahead, I do have the opportunity to share 
the stories and memories triggered by my stuff with the next generation in my family.  Have you 
noticed the retelling of your stories sometimes become so familiar that most listening to the storytell-
er can mouth the words on cue?  Other stories may be brand new to the audience who are curious 
for the telling of the details.  The retelling of our stories shapes our lives, communicates values, and 
preserves the relevant persons and events for the legacy of the family or community.

A number of years ago after leading an Easter service, a twenty-something adult asked me what I 
meant by “resurrection” in my sermon.  He was visiting his grandparents’ church with his extended 
family.  His parents had been a part of the life of the church as minors, but decided not to “force” (their 
word, not mine) their children.  It was a first time hearing of how God overcame death.  I was sur-
prised that the young man had no context to set the story of Easter into, but his questions to me were 
an invitation for me to begin the conversation about Jesus with him.

I remember how thankful I was for parents who helped me become a part of churches through the 
years so that I could grow in my relationship with Jesus.  I certainly did not know everything about 
the Christian faith, but I had the spiritual tools to mature in Christ.  For those of us who have found a 
home in the church, we can no longer assume that everyone knows the basic tenets of Christianity.  
It is an extraordinary time for each of us to open the conversations with those who do not yet know 
Jesus.

As I unpack my stuff, I also can cherish the memories of the countless Sunday School teachers, 
pastors, youth group leaders who helped provide a place to meet Jesus.  And I look forward to mak-
ing memories with First United Methodist Church as we continue to reach out, invite, and welcome 
others to the Body of Christ!

Blessings,
Pastor Leah
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75th Annual VBS

Sundays July 8, 15, 22, 29  1:30-4:30 PM

*Volunteers and supplies needed!!!!  Please contact Anna Donahoe if you are willing to volunteer 
or see the table in the Friendship Center.

Register at the table in the Friendship Center or online at 

http://hc.cokesburyvbs.com/PresFUMC

****Attention all church members:  This year, we will be asking for sponsorships for all 
attendees.  If you’d like to sponsor a child to attend VBS, our suggested donation is $10 
per child. 

“The things of this world, no
matter how flashy, will all pass
away.  What matters is where

we spend eternity.”

RICH DONNELLY, MLB Coach
Taken from Fit for Heaven by Trent Beattie 
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School Backpacks for Community Kids

It’s backpack time again -- time to put smiles on the faces of the elementary-school kids of the community 
who need our help to start school with a backpack filled with all the necessary supplies.  So, now is the time to 
start shopping.  

A list of the needed supplies follows, and there will be a big orange tub at a table in Friendship Center South 
on July 8, 15, and 22 for your convenience in dropping off your supplies and backpacks.  During the week 
the tub will be in the Church Resource Room.  Of course, if shopping is not your favorite thing to do, we will 
be happy to accept your monetary donation and do the shopping for you.  The deadline for dropping off your 
donations is Thursday, July 26.  The filled backpacks will be blessed at both worship services on July 29.

This is a most worthy effort, and, as always, your most generous support is so very much appreciated by the 
kids and your Local Outreach Ministry.  

Thank you ever so much for all you do.
             Local Outreach Ministry
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Supply list for Elementary-School Kids:
 Backpack for boy or girl in any color or pattern
 6 pencils (No. 2)
 1 box of colored pencils
 1 box of washable markers (Crayola)
 6 glue sticks
 1 bottle of Elmer’s Glue (4 ounce)
 1 pair of scissors (blunt tips)
 1 - 24-count Crayola crayons
 1 pencil box
 5 - 3-prong folders
 1 box tissue (rectangular)
 1 pair inexpensive earbuds (can be found at Dollar Tree)
 1 hand sanitizer (4-8 ounce)
 4 pink erasers
 1 ruler (not bendable)
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     Do you have birthdays, anniversaries or other 
special events you would like to celebrate?  Do you 
have special people in your family whom you would 
like to honor?
     Why not celebrate by providing flowers for a Sun-
day.  The flowers are ordered for you by the chair-
man of the month.  It is a quite simple way to beau-
tify the chancel and remember the special people in 
your life.
     The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the 
hall across from the office.
     For questions, call Teryl Pigott at 621-2744 or 
email terylpigott@gmail.com.

Flower Calendar Sign-Up 
for 2018

Save the Date

Sunday Evening August 12

7:00 p.m.

Jake’s Boys Concert
at

Champaign First United Methodist 
Church

(A Fundraiser for Our Conference, 
Our Kids)

Thanks for Sharing Our Anniversary

From the Chamberlains:  Our 60th anniversary 
celebration on Saturday afternoon, June 16, was a 
blessing for us and our family!  We are thankful for 
the lovely cards, shared memories, and especially for 
everyone who came out on a hot summer afternoon.  
We also are grateful to those who helped serve, the 
church staff and the custodians.  (Note) - You need 
to know that Bernie kicked Neal out of the house 
today, therefore a 61st anniversary is doubtful.

I learned a thing at the Annual Conference of IGRC:  
On Thursday, June 7, I attended a workshop entitled 
“The Way Forward” chaired by Camille McCaskill, 
president of the Conference United Methodist Wom-
en.  This workshop consisted of the presentation 
of three proposals coming out of the Way Forward 
Commission concerning the issues of gay and lesbi-
an persons in the United Methodist Church.  

At the break period during Friday’s business meet-
ing, I asked the parliamentarian if it would be out 
of order for me to call a straw vote of the delegates 
present on the three proposals.  The parliamentarian 
told me the issues were to be covered during Friday 
evening’s business session.

That evening Bishop Beard told the delegates the is-
sue of gay and lesbian persons in the UMC would be 
voted upon at the General Conference in February 
2019 in St. Louis.  Five clergy and five lay delegates 
will attend from the IGRC, and they are free to vote 
their own convictions.  Therefore, a straw vote of the 
delegates would be a moot issue.  (The five clergy 
delegates are:  Sylvester Weatherall, Andy Adams, 
Sara Isbell, Bob Phillips, Chris Ritter.  The five laity 
delegates are:  Rhonda Whitaker, Bunny Wolfe, Bob-
by Davis, Kimberly Woods, and Steve Schonert.)

Allan Boehm

Notes from Annual Conference
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To Our Guests and Visitors . . .

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Cham-
paign.  We are honored that you have chosen to 
worship with us, and we invite you to visit the Hospi-
tality desk in the Friendship Center, adjacent to the 
Sanctuary.  Or you can visit us on our website, 
www.champaignfumc.org, to learn more about the 
many opportunities for worship, study, fellowship, 
and service available through the ministries of our 
congregation.

How do I become a member…?

If you are considering membership in the congrega-
tion of First United Methodist Church, you are invited 
to attend an orientation group:  “Connecting@First.” 
This is an opportunity to learn more about the minis-
tries of the Church. 

If you would like to register for the next group, 
please contact Sharon Johnson, Administrative 
Assistant to the Directing Pastor, sjohnson@cham-
paignfumc.org, or 356-9078.

Stock the Food Pantry Early & Often

First United Methodist Church members are encour-
aged to bring non-perishable items to the church on 
the first Sunday of each month to stock our food pan-
try. These items are used by the volunteers to provide 
food for the families in need. There’s a desperate 
need for more volunteers.  Please call Sue Bach-
man at 359-4390 for more information.

Especially needed are:  flour, cans of pepper, canned 
mixed vegetables, and macaroni & cheese.  Of course, 
monetary donations are always appreciated. 

Parish Nurse Partners
Blood Pressure Screenings

On July 22, Leah and Diane will conduct a blood 
pressure screening for interested congregation 
members.  The blood pressure screening will be 
held during the Coffee Connections in between 
Sunday services.  To allow for privacy, the screen-
ing will take place in the Library.  We expect that 
ongoing blood pressure screenings will occur reg-
ularly on the fourth Sunday of each month.  Please 
contact Diane or Leah at the church (ask to leave 
a message for the Parish Nurses) if you have any 
questions about the screening.

The FUMC church community knows 
the term and mission - CONNECT.

A recent article published in the June 2018 AARP 
Bulletin talks about the benefits of healthy living and 
particularly notes healthy decision making should 
include building strong social connections.  Work in 
this area has identified that this may reduce loneliness, 
and social isolation; helping humans to feel a sense 
of purpose and to develop a more positive, optimistic 
outlook on aging.  More involved social practices may 
even contribute to better outcomes of chronic disease.

There is a logical association, but the National Insti-
tutes of Health are looking into conducting more re-
search to understand the actual links to positive health 
and determine the importance of social interactions 
as they relate to disability, falls, memory, and overall 
health benefits for older adults.  Of course, everyone 
has different limits to the amount of time they can 
spend on socially related activities.  Make a sensible 
plan to get more connected.  Just remember—partici-
pating in activities you enjoy should be fun, not stress-
ful. 

Leah and Diane, Parish Nurses
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Youth News

Coming Events:

June 30 - July 7 - Appalachia Service 
Project

Wednesday, July 11, 2:00 p.m. -  5:30 p.m. - 
Pool Day at Sholem - On July 11, we’re 
going swimming at Sholem!  Meet at the 
church at 2:00 p.m.  We’ll drive over to 
Sholem to swim!  This only costs ONE 
DOLLAR!!!  We’ll be back at the church at 
5:30 p.m.!

Tuesday, July 24 - 11:00 a.m. - 3:15 p.m. 
- Tubing down Middle Fork River - We’re 
going tubing!  On July 24, meet at the church 
at 11:00 a.m.  We’ll hop in the van and drive 
to Kickapoo State Park!  Bring a packed lunch 
with you--we’ll eat when we arrive!  After that, 
we’ll get ready to tube down Middle Fork Riv-
er, so bring clothes you don’t mind getting wet 
and a change of clothes for riding home in the 
van!  We’ll return at 3:15 p.m. to the church.  
Cost is $8. 

Friday, August 10, and Saturday, August 
11 - End of Summer Lock-in! - Summer is 
winding down, so join us for a big lock-in to 
help end it in style!  Come to the church on 
August 10 at 7:00 p.m. for games, faith activi-
ties, and tons of fun!  We’ll finish up on August 
11 at 9:30 a.m.!

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. - High 
School Bible Study - Our high school Bible 
study meets on Wednesdays at Panera on 
Kirby from 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.!  Study the 
Bible and grab dinner while you get to spend 
time with friends!

As you read this, the youth group will be getting ready to 
leave on our annual Appalachia Service Project (ASP) Mis-
sion Trip!  I’m here to fill you in on the average ASP week 
and how everything goes down!

Saturday - We arrive at the church at 9:00 a.m. and try to 
head out by 9:30 a.m.  That never happens on time.  But 
eventually, we load up the vehicles and drive to Louis-
ville, Kentucky!  We’ll stay at Middletown United Methodist 
Church, which is where David Gerber and his family attend 
church.  We cover the interior of the vans with old bed 
sheets and cardboard so they won’t get dirty.  Then we 
have a devotion, eat some delicious barbeque, and go out 
for ice cream!  When we come back, it’s time to hit the hay!

Sunday - We wake up early and attend church at Middle-
town, wearing our ASP shirts.  We head out after the ser-
vice to drive to our center in McCreary County, KY.  When 
we get to the center, we have to perform a skit to introduce 
ourselves!  Then we have meetings, dinner, and a few peo-
ple get to have an early look at their work sites!

Monday-Friday - We get up bright and early, since devo-
tions are before breakfast at 7:15 a.m.!  After we eat, we 
load up our work vans with tools, food, and water and head 
to our work sites.  We’ll work until around 4:00 p.m. or so, 
taking breaks to talk with our families (whose homes we 
are working on) and eat lunch.  When we get back to the 
center, better race to the showers!  Afterwards, we’ll do 
chores, hang out, eat dinner, and have an evening devotion.   
Tuesday is Culture Night - the ASP Staff will have someone 
teach us more about Appalachian culture.  We’ve heard 
Appalachian folk or gospel bands, storytellers, and learned 
folk dancing!  We’ll have to see what it will be this Tuesday!  
On Thursday, we’ll have a picnic with the different families 
we’re serving!  Friday night is our last night, so everyone 
stays up late hanging out. The ONLY thing that is constant 
every single night?  ICE CREAM RUNS!!!

Saturday - We get ready to head out.  We load up the vans, 
say goodbye to the staff, and go somewhere in town for 
breakfast.  After that, we’ll drive to Middletown United Meth-
odist again to do a last devotion together and have lunch.  
Then it’s smooth sailing all the way home - the kids are 
typically so tired that they all fall asleep at this point. Then 
we return to the church and look forward to next summer!

Meredith
meredith@champaignfumc.org
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Our Conference, Our Kids Spiritual Life Endowment Campaign:
Sustaining Love’s Embracing ARMS

This campaign will provide support to endow the spiritual life programs at each of our five conference agencies 
which minister to children, youth, and families.

The following is “Jason’s Story” from the Spero Family Services in Mt. Vernon, IL.

Jason came to Spero Family Services (formerly the United Methodist Children’s Home or UMCH) a broken, de-
fiant teen who had attempted to harm his abusive parents in self-defense, and was eventually caught running 
away from home and brought to UMCH.  At first, Jason was opposed to hearing anything about God - espe-
cially any reference to God as a loving ‘Father’.  His biological parents had used religion as a bullying tactic, so 
Jason’s view of God’s presence was punitive.  He had no basis for faith.  

As a new resident, it took time to break down the walls Jason had erected to guard his heart and emotions.  
Slowly however, he began to make strides in his therapy and started to heal and engage with others again.  
His smile returned.  He even began to attend public school and played in the marching band!

Deb, our spiritual life coordinator, consistently invited Jason to her spiritual life groups and gave him plenty of 
space to grow and learn on his own.  In doing so she also helped him understand the truth about God’s love 
and how God would never look down upon him for his past choices.  It was because of that open environment 
and feeling of acceptance that Jason began attending spiritual life group more often.  During that time, Deb be-
gan to notice Jason’s deep love of music, especially that of the guitar.  She decided to offer Jason an opportu-
nity to learn guitar, and partnered him with Brett - a young adult guitar player she knew from the local Methodist 
Church.

Brett came on campus once a week to teach Jason a guitar lesson, but the lessons were much more.  What 
Jason didn’t know at first, was that Brett was also a youth pastor, and week after week, Brett gently infused a 
little bit of God’s love into every lesson and into the music.  After a few weeks, Jason began to ask questions 
about God and faith, and Brett could tell that Jason’s heart was beginning to soften.  Brett had been invited to 
preach for the first time at his church one Sunday, and at the next guitar lesson, he invited Jason to come as 
his guest.

“I’m not sure I believe in God, and pretty sure God wouldn’t want me there because of the things I’ve done,” 
Jason stated.  He refused to go, and walked out of the lesson.

Later that week, the spiritual life director was visiting with Jason and encouraged him to attend to support his 
teacher and new friend in his first sermon.  She made it a mission of friendship and support, which took away 
some of Jason’s anxiety about God, and he decided to go.  He not only went and heard his teacher preach, but 
he enjoyed it and finally “GOT GOD”.  Jason continued to go to Brett’s church week after week, and liked it so 
much that he still goes today and now plays his guitar for the Lord as part of the music and worship team.

Jason and Brett’s story continues however, because not long after his first sermon, Brett and his wife became 
licensed Foster parents through the Spero Foster Care program and officially became Jason’s Foster parents 
later that same year.  Jason’s journey as a residential youth started off in a place filled with guilt, pain, and 
shame, but through the compassion and service of our staff and volunteers, and even the gift of music…God’s 
love was revealed and has restored health and peace back to Jason.

from The Current, May 2017, page 11



July 16-31, 2018

Congregational Life of FUMC

GOING INTO THE HOSPITAL?
If you are scheduled by your 

physician to be hospitalized, please 
indicate “Champaign First United 
Methodist Church” on your admission 
form.

Privacy guidelines will not allow 
hospitals to notify the Church without 
your permission.  If you can, call us be-
fore you are admitted, or have a family 
member or friend let us know.  

We don’t want to miss you when 
we visit.        
     Pastor Leah & Rev. Jerry

Hospitalized in the past two 
weeks:  Diana Elder.

      Hospital Report

NEXT 
Messenger Deadline,

July 5, 2018
published on July 11

Articles may be submitted by
e-mail to:  

bberner@champaignfumc.org
or brought to the Church. 

17 John & Mary Ramsbottom
18 Dick & Ginny Clark
18 Robert & Verna Coffin
19 Anthony & Pamela Pendleton
20 Clark & Joni Roberts
25 Dick & Jeanie Swain
27 John & Paula Weldon
28 Chad & Ashley Beyler
29 Jonathan & Kimberly Fotzler
29 Ed McCartney & Rita Gentry-
  McCartney
30 Doug & Vanessa Burgett
30 Greg & Trudy Walters

16 Robert Schmisseur
16 Clement Tshomba
17 Grace Waibel
17 Karen Wood
18 Philip Gates
19 Sylvia Ronsvalle
20 Morris Hecker
21 Marin Mattingly
21 Will Simmons
22 LaVerne Cook
24 Avery Bequette
24 Caroline Bequette
24 Mary Clark

24 Sharon Johnson
24 Ken Kemper
25 Jess Dowell
25 Pamela Rowe
26 Everett Bargmann
27 Nancy Phillips
27 Diane Weible
28 Faith Middleton
29 Connie Atkins
29 Brandy Cicone
29 Merrill Huffman
29 Chuck Olson
29 Scott Shreve
29 Paula Weldon
30 Brad Simmons
31 Bobby Caton
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If you have a need for 
prayer, please call the 
Church Office at 356-9078.

Deaths

Do YOU need a ride
to 11:00 Sunday Morning

Worship Service?

We want you here
to worship!!

Call the church office
at 356-9078.

Our sympathy and prayers are 
extended to Robbie Black and 
family at the passing of his moth-
er, Berenice Spiegel, on June 23, 
2018; and to Cherry Sutton and 
family at the passing of her moth-
er, Margrete Ekstam, on June 24, 
2018.



       

Church Calendar 

Congregational Life of FUMC

 Worship Attendance

Sunday, June 17, 2018
   9:00...........................89
 11:00.........................108
         Total.................197

Sunday, June 24, 2018
   9:00.........................100
 11:00.........................186
         Total..................286

Thursday, June 28
8:00 Quilters
10:00 Minds in Motion
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team &
 Child Care

Saturday, June 30
Appalachia Service Project 
Begins

Sunday, July 1
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
10:30 Chancel Choir
11:00 Classic Worship

Tuesday, July 3
8:00 Quilters
10:30 Staff Meeting
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1

Wednesday, July 4

Building Closed

Thursday, July 5
8:00 Quilters
8:30 Messenger Deadline
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team &
 Child Care

Saturday, July 7
Appalachia Service Project 
Ends

Thursday, July 19
8:00 Quilters
8:30 Messenger Deadline
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team &
 Child Care

Sunday, July 22
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
10:00 Blood Pressure Screenings
11:00 Classic Worship
1:30 Vacation Bible School

Tuesday, July 24
8:00 Quilters
9:30 Program Staff Meeting
11:00 Youth Tubing at
 Kickapoo State Park
11:30 Foundation
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1

Wednesday, July 25
8:30 Messenger Assembly
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

Thursday, July 26
8:00 Quilters
10:00 Minds in Motion
5:30 Local Outreach
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team &
 Child Care
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Sunday, July 8
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
11:00 Classic Worship
1:30 Vacation Bible School

Monday, July 9
7:00 Staff-Parish Relations
 Committee

Tuesday, July 10
8:00 Quilters
9:30 Program Staff Meeting
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1
7:00 Worship Ministry Team

Wednesday, July 11
8:30 Messenger Assembly
9:30 UMW Executive Board
1:30 NDFL Committee
2:00 Youth Swimming at
 Sholem Aquatic Center
6:30 First Wednesday Prayer
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

Thursday, July 12
8:00 Quilters
10:00 Minds in Motion
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team &
 Child Care

Sunday, July 15
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
11:00 Classic Worship
1:30 Vacation Bible School

Tuesday, July 17
8:00 Quilters
10:30 Staff Meeting
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1

Wednesday, July 18
7:30 Venturing Crew 1



First United Methodist Church Ministry Team

Rev. Leah Pogemiller, Directing Pastor       lpogemiller@champaignfumc.org
Rev. Jerry Nichols, Visiting Pastor  
Meredith Garreau, Dir. of Youth, Adult, & Family Ministries
        meredith@champaignfumc.org
Barbara Zachow, Dir. of Music & Worship                   bzachow@comcast.net
Tina James, Business Manager  businessmgr@champaignfumc.org
Emily Hortin, Business Office Assistant         ehortin@champaignfumc.org
Laura Hendricksen, Child Care Ctr. Dir.    lhendricksen@champaignfumc.org
Sharon Johnson, Administrative Ass’t              sjohnson@champaignfumc.org
Bonnie Berner, Dir. of Communications            bberner@champaignfumc.org
Ray Wiggs, Organist                        rewiggs@gmail.com 
Mara Boehm, ARK Coordinator           peacefuldance@icloud.com
Diane Fish, Parish Nurse                parishnurs epartners@champaignfumc.org
Leah McDowell, Parish Nurse        parishnursepartners@champaignfumc.org
Jason Mack, Building Manager               jmack@champaignfumc.org
Terry McClellan, Weekday Morning Custodian
Tim Valentine, Weekday Evening Custodian
Scott Ervin, Weekend Custodian

The Messenger is a bi-weekly newsletter for members and friends of 
First United Methodist Church, Champaign, IL. 

 For more information, please call the Church Office at (217) 356-
9078.  Nonmember subscription rate $20.00 per year

(or can be found at no cost at www.champaignfumc.org).

Every Sunday morning:  8:15 a.m.-Coffee Connections; 
9:00 a.m.-Perceptions Worship; 10:00 a.m.-Sunday School (during 
the school year); 11:00 a.m.-Classic Worship.  Child care for infants 
through age 10 is available from 8:45-12:15.

July 1, 2018
6th Sunday after Pentecost

Communion
9:00 a.m. Perceptions Worship

11:00 a.m. Classic Worship

Sermon:  
“God’s Life-Giving Grace”

Scripture:  
Deuteronomy 30:11-30; Ephesians 3:8; Mark 5:21-43

Rev. Leah Pogemiller, preaching

July 8, 2018
7th Sunday after Pentecost

9:00 a.m. Perceptions Worship
11:00 a.m. Classic Worship

Sermon:  
“Necessities for the Journey”

Scripture:  
Mark 6:6-13

Rev. Leah Pogemiller, preaching

First United Methodist Church
210 W Church Street
Champaign IL  61820
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