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Messenger

The Mission of First United Methodist Church is to:
	 •					CONNECT	people	with	God	and	one	another
	 •					GROW	as	disciples	of	Jesus	Christ
	 •					SERVE	others.

                              June 13, 2018

The Last Time
  My roommate from seminary, 
Phil Wilden, once reminded me of 
how we never really think about 
the last time we wear our winter 
coat before we put it away for the 
season, mostly because we prob-
ably don’t realize it’s the last time.  
So, we recognize some “lasts” 
while others fly right past us.  This 
last Messenger column falls into 
the category of the recognized.
  I still remember thinking to 
myself in March of 2010, “I can’t 
believe I’m going to Champaign 
First.”  I remember thinking about 
what I would say on the very first 
Sunday.  
  I remember our introduction to 
the Staff-Parish Relations Com-
mittee and how very much at 
home Stephanie and I felt right 
away, how we felt it would be all 
right, that you would be our family 
and we would be yours and it 
would be all right.
  I remember how Champaign 
First was on the list I kept in my 
head of churches I would real-
ly, really, really like to go to one 
day if I ever had the chance.  I 
remember thinking to myself, 
“Where could I be appointed to 
a downtown church that could 
change its course and reach 
more diverse people while still 
having the resources to maintain 
many of its traditions?”  And I 
remember thinking, “Champaign 
First.”  It’s not every day you get 
what you hoped for.

  So now there’s so much more to 
the story.  When we came here, 
Jacqueline was fourteen and get-
ting ready for high school.  Now 
she’s twenty-two, a college gradu-
ate, and has her first full-time job.
  On that first day, Ben was sev-
en and getting ready for second 
grade.  Now he’s fifteen, has a 
driving permit, and is getting ready 
to be a sophomore in high school.
  They’ve grown up so much here 
with you.  We all have.  These 
years have been a bright season 
in the story of our lives.
  Champaign schools have been 
good to our kids.  So have you.  
You have been good to all four 
of us, so good I cannot find the 
words to say it the way I feel 
it.  We have taken care of busi-
ness together, dreamed for the 
future together, worshiped to-
gether, studied together, served 
one another and our community 
together.  We have eaten together 
and played together and laughed 
together.  We have cried together 
and held onto each other in the 
face of death, whether it came 
gently or as a terror.  Wherever 
we have been with you, it has 
been good.  You are good.  We 
love you, the each of you and the 
all of you, so much.
  I drive the streets of Cham-
paign-Urbana and it is home now.  
I walk the streets of the neighbor-
hood around the parsonage and 
it is my neighborhood.  I go to the 
places I go and they are my 

places.  We go to the places we 
go and they are our places.  We 
see the people we see and they 
are our people.  Ours.
  More grace awaits in Charleston 
and at Wesley United Methodist 
Church.  I know it does.  God is 
already there, just as God was 
already here.  All will be well.
  More grace awaits you as you 
receive your new directing pas-
tor, Rev. Leah Pogemiller.  More 
grace awaits her in this new sea-
son of her life and ministry.  All will 
be well.
  I am profoundly grateful to the 
staff with and beside whom I have 
been privileged to share in min-
istry these eight years.  They are 
a treasure.  My heart is deeply 
thankful for the many tremendous 
lay leaders here who have never 
let me down.  They are an un-
speakable gift.
  Please keep in touch and visit 
when you can.  Our new address 
will be:  
2270 Fourth St.
Charleston, IL  61920.  
  Our physical move will take 
place June 20-21.  We look for-
ward to greeting many of you on 
June 24, our last Sunday here.  
  All praise, first and finally, to the 
One who is the beginning and the 
end, the first and the last, who 
holds us forever.

Your friend,
Rev. Tom Corum
Directing Pastor
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Summer Choir

Summer Choir has begun, and we need singers.  
This means:  no Wednesday rehearsals, no robes, 
no Choir Loft, and you are free to join your family 
or friends after the anthem.  If you are able to sing 
with Chancel Choir for a Sunday or two (or more), 
we would love to have you join!  Simply come to the 
Choir Room at 10:30 on Sunday morning, where we 
rehearse the hymns and the anthem for the morning.  
We sit together in the front pews, sing the anthem, 
and then you are free to join your family, your friends, 
or sit with the choir.

Save the Dates for VBS!

Coming Sundays July 8, 15, 22, 29

*Volunteers and supplies needed!!!!  Please contact 
Anna Donahoe if you are willing to volunteer!

****Attention all church members: This year, we 
will be asking for sponsorships for all attendees.  
If you’d like to sponsor a child to attend VBS, our 
suggested donation is $10 per child.

A luncheon for the Corum family will be host-
ed by the Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
(SPRC) on Sunday, June 24, 2018, in the 
Fellowship Hall immediately following Classic 
Worship Service.  All are welcome!  The lun-
cheon will include meat items from Hickory 
River Smokehouse, drinks, and table service. 

To insure there is enough for all please indicate 
how many in your group will attend by one of 
these options:

 1)  Sign up between services at the table
       in Friendship Center on Sunday, 
      June 17.

 2)  Complete the sign-up sheet in the  
      Bulletin and put into the offering plate 
      on June 17. 

 3)  Call the church office no later than 
      Wednesday, June 20.

If attending the luncheon, please bring either a 
side dish to share (Last name begins with A-M) 
or dessert (Last name begins with N-Z).  Please 
have your dish to share or dessert to the church 
no later than 11 a.m.  Please bring to kitchen 
outside Fellowship Hall.

In addition, Coffee Connections on June 24
held between Perceptions and Classic services 
(10 a.m.) will be in honor of the Corum family. 
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School Backpacks for Community Kids

It’s backpack time again -- time to put smiles on the faces of the elementary-school kids of the community who 
need our help to start school with a backpack filled with all the necessary supplies.  It is expected that we at.  
So, now is the time to start shopping.  

A list of the needed supplies follows, and there will be a big orange tub at a table in Friendship Center South 
on July 8, 15, and 22 for your convenience in dropping off your supplies and backpacks.  During the week, 
the tub will be in the Church Resource Room.  Of course, if shopping is not your favorite thing to do, we will 
be happy to accept your monetary donation and do the shopping for you.  The deadline for dropping off your 
donations is Thursday, July 26.  The filled backpacks will be blessed at both worship services on July 29.

This is a most worthy effort, and, as always, your most generous support is so very much appreciated by the 
kids and your Local Outreach Ministry.  

Thank you ever so much for all you do.
             Local Outreach Ministry
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Supply list for Elementary-School Kids:
 Backpack for boy or girl in any color or pattern
 6 pencils (No. 2)
 1 box of colored pencils
 1 box of washable markers (Crayola)
 6 glue sticks
 1 bottle of Elmer’s Glue (4 ounce)
 1 pair of scissors (blunt tips)
 1 - 24-count Crayola crayons
 1 pencil box
 5 - 3-prong folders
 1 box tissue (rectangular)
 1 pair inexpensive earbuds (can be found at Dollar Tree)
 1 hand sanitizer (4-8 ounce)
 4 pink erasers
 1 ruler (not bendable)
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to help
Neal & Bernie Chamberlain

celebrate their
60th Wedding Anniversary

at our church on
Saturday, June 16

from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
in Friendship Center.

“No presents but your presence.”

Our church is grateful to Chet Alwes, Al Boehm, 
Bruce Hemminger, and Roger Shanks for their 
participation in the Eighth Annual "Bishop's Open" 
golf outing which was held at Piper Glen Golf 
Course in Chatham on May 11.  They were among 
140 golfers who raised $22,000 toward the 2.5 mil-
lion goal of "Our Conference, Our Kids Campaign".  

They shared that they had great fellowship, while 
supporting the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
project for the spiritual life programs at each of the 
five conference child welfare agencies - The Baby 
Fold, Chaddock, Cunningham Children's Home, 
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House, and 
Spero Family Services. 

Golfing for Our Conference, 
Our Kids Campaign

Our individual	mission is where our
talents/gifts meet the needs

of our neighborhood, our community, 
our nation, or the world.

Peace with Justice Sunday
Thank You

We are grateful for Stephanie Corum’s message 
on Peace with Justice Sunday, May 27, which both 
inspired and challenged us to ask “When Did We 
See You, Lord?” in regard to prison ministries.  We 
also thank the congregation for their special offer-
ing of $363 for that Sunday.

National/Global Missions

Disaster Relief for Midwest Mission
Distribution Center Thank You

We are once again thankful for our congregation’s 
enthusiastic response for good used men’s cloth-
ing for Danville Correctional Center’s newly re-
leased offenders.  (Deadline Sunday, June 17)

Jones/Corum Wesley Covenant Group

Danville Correctional Center’s
Clothing Donations Thank You

We are grateful for Dave Reineke’s leadership and 
our congregation’s donations of items and $300 
for disaster relief for Midwest Mission Distribution 
Center (which were taken to Annual Conference 
by Al and Linda Boehm).

National/Global Missions
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To Our Guests and Visitors . . .

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Cham-
paign.  We are honored that you have chosen to 
worship with us, and we invite you to visit the Hospi-
tality desk in the Friendship Center, adjacent to the 
Sanctuary.  Or you can visit us on our website, 
www.champaignfumc.org, to learn more about the 
many opportunities for worship, study, fellowship, 
and service available through the ministries of our 
congregation.

How do I become a member…?

If you are considering membership in the congrega-
tion of First United Methodist Church, you are invited 
to attend an orientation group:  “Connecting@First.” 
This is an opportunity to learn more about the minis-
tries of the Church. 

If you would like to register for the next group, 
please contact Sharon Johnson, Administrative 
Assistant to the Directing Pastor, sjohnson@cham-
paignfumc.org, or 356-9078.

Stock the Food Pantry Early & Often

First United Methodist Church members are encour-
aged to bring non-perishable items to the church on 
the first Sunday of each month to stock our food pan-
try. These items are used by the volunteers to provide 
food for the families in need. There’s a desperate 
need for more volunteers.  Please call Sue Bach-
man at 359-4390 for more information.

Especially needed are:  flour, pepper, canned mixed 
vegetables, and macaroni & cheese.  Of course, mon-
etary donations are always appreciated. 

     Do you have birthdays, anniversaries or other spe-
cial events you would like to celebrate?  Do you have 
special people in your family whom you would like to 
honor?
     Why not celebrate by providing flowers for a Sun-
day.  The flowers are ordered for you by the chairman 
of the month.  It is a quite simple way to beautify the 
chancel and remember the special people in your life.
     The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the hall 
across from the office.
     For questions, call Teryl Pigott at 621-2744 or email 
terylpigott@gmail.com.

Parish Nurse Partners
Blood Pressure Screenings

On June 24, Leah and Diane will conduct a blood 
pressure screening for interested congregation 
members.  The blood pressure screening will be 
held during the Coffee Connections in between 
Sunday services.  To allow for privacy, the screen-
ing will take place in the Library.  We expect that 
ongoing blood pressure screenings will occur reg-
ularly on the fourth Sunday of each month.  Please 
contact Diane or Leah at the church (ask to leave 
a message for the Parish Nurses) if you have any 
questions about the screening.

Flower Calendar Sign-Up 
for 2018
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Youth News

Summer has started for us here in FUMC’s Youth 
Group!  We have finished our regular meetings on 
Sunday nights awhile ago, but we are beginning our 
special summer activities!  This summer, we’ll be 
going to the drive-in, swimming at the pool, going 
tubing down a river, and having a lock-in--so come 
join us!!!  We also will be continuing our High School 
Bible Study into the summer, and we’ll have our an-
nual mission trip, Appalachia Service Project (ASP), 
the first week of July!  We may not be meeting every 
week in summer, but there’s still a lot going on and we 
can’t wait to see you at all of it!!

Meredith
meredith@champaignfumc.org

Coming Events:

Wednesday, June 20 - The	Incredibles	2 at the 
Harvest Moon Drive-In Theater - On June 20, join 
us for a fun night at the drive-in!  We’ll meet that 
night at the church and pile into the van to drive to 
Gibson City!  Cost is $5.00.  Times depend on when 
the sun is setting, so stay tuned for the exact time!  
Bring your blankets, lawn chairs, and radios!

June 30 - July 7 - Appalachia Service Project

Wednesday, July 11, 2:00 p.m. -  5:30 p.m. - Pool 
Day at Sholem - On July 11, we’re going swimming 
at Sholem!  Meet at the church at 2:00 p.m.  We’ll 
drive over to Sholem to swim!  This only costs 
ONE DOLLAR!!!  We’ll be back at the church at 
5:30 p.m.!

Tuesday, July 24 - 11:00 a.m. - 3:15 p.m. - Tubing 
down Middle Fork River - We’re going tubing!  On 
July 24, meet at the church at 11:00 a.m.  We’ll hop 
in the van and drive to Kickapoo State Park!  Bring 
a packed lunch with you--we’ll eat when we arrive!  
After that, we’ll get ready to tube down Middle Fork 
River, so bring clothes you don’t mind getting wet 
and a change of clothes for riding home in the van!  
We’ll return at 3:15 p.m. to the church.  Cost is $8. 

Friday, August 10, and Saturday, August 11 - 
End of Summer Lock-in! - Summer is winding 
down, so join us for a big lock-in to help end it in 
style!  Come to the church on August 10 at 7:00 
p.m. for games, faith activities, and tons of fun!  
We’ll finish up on August 11 at 9:30 a.m.!

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. - High School 
Bible Study - Our high school Bible study meets 
on Wednesdays at Panera on Kirby from 6:30 p.m. 
- 7:30 p.m.!  Study the Bible and grab dinner while 
you get to spend time with friends!
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Save the Date

Sunday Evening August 12

7:00 p.m.

Jake’s Boys Concert
at Champaign First United Methodist Church

(A Fundraiser for Our Conference, Our Kids)

“We must concentrate upon the
concept of eternity; it brings us
deep into the meaning of God.”

FRANK SHEED
Taken from Theology for Beginners

If you would like to receive the Messenger
electronically, please email Bonnie Berner,

bberner@champaignfumc.org, or
call the Church Office - 356-9078.

New Screen in Friendship Center

Check out the new screen in Friendship Center!  
Many thanks to Pete Beyler for installing it, to Dave 
Berner for setting up the electronics, and to Susan 
Hinesly and Jason Mack for their assistance in the 
project. 



July 1-15, 2018

Congregational Life of FUMC

GOinG inTO ThE hOSPiTAl?
If you are scheduled by your 

physician to be hospitalized, please 
indicate “Champaign First United 
Methodist Church” on your admission 
form.

Privacy guidelines will not allow 
hospitals to notify the Church without 
your permission.  If you can, call us be-
fore you are admitted, or have a family 
member or friend let us know.  

We don’t want to miss you when 
we visit.        
     Rev. Tom & Rev. Jerry

Hospitalized in the past two 
weeks:  Anne Johnston and Ed 
McCartney.

      Hospital Report

NEXT 
Messenger Deadline,

June 21, 2018
published on June 27

Articles may be submitted by
e-mail to:  

bberner@champaignfumc.org
or brought to the Church. 

1 Bobby & Helene Caton
2 Jim & Carole Smith
3 Tim & Sue Bachman
5 Grant & Deloris Henry
6 John & Cherié Weible
8 Wes & Laura Curtis
8 Clarence & JoAnn Schlueter
9 Larry & Judy Johnson
10 Larry & Janice Corum
13 John & Nickey Woods
15 Scott & Meredith Garreau

1 John Donahoe
1 Doris Lain
1 Gabrielle Martin
2 Carolyn Merrimac
3 Ed Cieniawski
4 Jill Kemper
6 Todd Bugener
6 Will Schwenk
8 Dean Schwenk
8 Greg Thom

9 Jonathan Curtis
9 Tiffany Rice 
10 Sarah Donahoe
11 JoAnn Schlueter
12 Jack Faullin
12 Daniel Miceli
12 Jackson Stanhope
13 Tim Moser
14 Vanessa Burgett
14 John Weldon
15 Neal Chamberlain
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If you have a need for 
prayer, please call the 
Church Office at 356-9078.

Do YOU need a ride
to 11:00 Sunday Morning

Worship Service?

We want you here
to worship!!

Call the church office
at 356-9078.



       

Church Calendar 

Congregational Life of FUMC

 Worship Attendance

Sunday, June 3, 2018
   9:00...........................91
 11:00.........................105
         Total.................196

Sunday, June 10, 2018
   9:00...........................80
 11:00.........................110
         Total.................190

Thursday, June 14
8:00 Quilters
10:00 Minds in Motion
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team &
 Child Care

Saturday, June 16
2:00 60th Wedding Anniversary
 Celebration for Neal &
 Bernie Chamberlain

Sunday, June 17

8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
10:30 Chancel Choir
11:00 Classic Worship

Tuesday, June 19
8:00 Quilters
10:30 Staff Meeting
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1

Wednesday, June 20
9:30 WCG Leadership Team
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

Thursday, June 21
8:00 Quilters
8:30 Messenger Deadline
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team &
 Child Care

Sunday, June 24
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
10:00 Blood Pressure Screenings
10:30 Chancel Choir
11:00 Classic Worship
12:00 Corum Luncheon

Sunday, July 8
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
11:00 Classic Worship
2:00 Vacation Bible School

Monday, July 9
7:00 Staff-Parish Relations
 Committee

Tuesday, July 10
8:00 Quilters
9:30 Program Staff Meeting
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1
7:00 Worship Ministry Team

Wednesday, July 11
8:30 Messenger Assembly
9:30 UMW Executive Board
1:30 NDFL Committee
6:30 First Wednesday Prayer
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

Thursday, July 12
8:00 Quilters
10:00 Minds in Motion
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team &
 Child Care

Sunday, July 15
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
11:00 Classic Worship
2:00 Vacation Bible School
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Tuesday, June 26
8:00 Quilters
9:30 Program Staff Meeting
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1

Wednesday, June 27
8:30 Messenger Assembly
9:30 WCG Leadership Team
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

Thursday, June 28
8:00 Quilters
10:00 Minds in Motion
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team &
 Child Care

Saturday, June 30
Appalachia Service Project 
Begins

Sunday, July 1
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
10:30 Chancel Choir
11:00 Classic Worship

Tuesday, July 3
8:00 Quilters
10:30 Staff Meeting
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1

Wednesday, July 4
Independence Day - Building 
Closed

Thursday, July 5
8:30 Quilters
8:30 Messenger Deadline
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team &
 Child Care

Saturday, July 7
Appalachia Service Project 
Ends



First United Methodist Church Ministry Team

Rev. Tom Corum, Directing Pastor                     tcorum@champaignfumc.org
Rev. Jerry Nichols, Visiting Pastor  
Meredith Garreau, Dir. of Youth, Adult, & Family Ministries
        meredith@champaignfumc.org
Barbara Zachow, Dir. of Music & Worship                   bzachow@comcast.net
Tina James, Business Manager  businessmgr@champaignfumc.org
Emily Hortin, Business Office Assistant         ehortin@champaignfumc.org
Laura Hendricksen, Child Care Ctr. Dir.    lhendricksen@champaignfumc.org
Sharon Johnson, Administrative Ass’t              sjohnson@champaignfumc.org
Bonnie Berner, Dir. of Communications            bberner@champaignfumc.org
Ray Wiggs, Organist                        rewiggs@gmail.com 
Mara Boehm, ARK Coordinator           peacefuldance@icloud.com
Diane Fish, Parish Nurse                parishnurs epartners@champaignfumc.org
Leah McDowell, Parish Nurse        parishnursepartners@champaignfumc.org
Jason Mack, Building Manager               jmack@champaignfumc.org
Terry McClellan, Weekday Morning Custodian
Tim Valentine, Weekday Evening Custodian
Scott Ervin, Weekend Custodian

The Messenger is a bi-weekly newsletter for members and friends of 
First United Methodist Church, Champaign, IL. 

 For more information, please call the Church Office at (217) 356-
9078.  Nonmember subscription rate $20.00 per year

(or can be found at no cost at www.champaignfumc.org).

Every Sunday morning:  8:15 a.m.-Coffee Connections; 
9:00 a.m.-Perceptions Worship; 10:00 a.m.-Sunday School (during 
the school year); 11:00 a.m.-Classic Worship.  Child care for infants 
through age 10 is available from 8:45-12:15.

June 17, 2018
4th Sunday after Pentecost

9:00 a.m. Perceptions Worship
11:00 a.m. Classic Worship

Sermon:  
“Growing Roger Thomas”

Scripture:  
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13; Mark 4:26-34

Rev. Dick Swain, preaching

June 24, 2018
5th Sunday after Pentecost

9:00 a.m. Perceptions Worship
11:00 a.m. Classic Worship

Sermon:  
“Open Wide Your Hearts”

Scripture:  
2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41

Rev. Tom Corum, preaching

First United Methodist Church
210 W Church Street
Champaign IL  61820
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