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While I Still Have Time, But Not the Last Thing…
   I want to share some thoughts 
and feelings with you while I still 
have time and so they won’t end 
up being the last thing I say to you 
from the pages of this newsletter.  
   The rules of preaching dictate 
that the listener has a much easier 
time transitioning from the heart 
to the head than from the head to 
the heart.  So, if the preacher is 
going to make such a transition, 
she is better off starting with the 
head and moving to the heart.  I’m 
going to break that rule (as I’m 
sure I have done before) and do it 
backward.
   Let me start with my heart.   The 
truth is I love you all.  Love is a 
complicated thing.  It is, as the old 
song says, “a many-splendored 
thing,” I suppose.  Love is ulti-
mately something we do.  It stems 
from a conscious decision to act 
in the best interest of another 
person.  For the last eight years I 
have done my best, however im-
perfectly, to love each of you and 
all of you together in that way.
   But love is also something 
we feel in our hearts and, to be 
honest, oftentimes when we are 
talking about love, that is just the 
thing we mean, something we feel 
in our hearts.  
   And I love you all that way too.  
After eight years of serving as 
your pastor (or fewer in the case 
of those who are newer to FUMC), 
I have come to love you from my 
heart.  I delight in you.  I take joy

in you.  I smile when I think of you, 
and I can also shed a tear for you 
whether you are in a place to see 
it or not.
   As the end of my time as your 
pastor nears, I am likely to feel a 
tear well up as I see you or think 
of you.  That is from the love that 
is felt.  You may or may not feel 
the same, and however you feel 
is natural and good.  If anything, 
it is a reminder to say what needs 
to be said while we can still say it, 
or even if we don’t say it we know 
that many of love’s truths go with-
out saying, and that’s all right too.
   Now comes the breaking of 
the rule and the shifting from the 
heart to the head.  Most of you 
know how itinerancy works in the 
United Methodist Church, though 
for some of you it is something 
new.  Pastors are appointed one 
year at a time, and those years 
add up, and we become attached 
to one another, and then we are 
appointed elsewhere and we must 
say goodbye.
   On the feeling side, this is diffi-
cult.  When we stop to think about 
it, we realize that the system of 
itinerancy that moves a pastor to 
another church is the same sys-
tem that brought him or her to you 
in the first place.  Ultimately, this 
system introduces new energy 
and new life by introducing a new 
pastor from time to time.

   In order for the system to bear 
the kind of fruit it is meant to bear, 
we need to learn to love and care 
for one another in new ways.  
Because I love you, I want you 
to develop a relationship with the 
pastor who will be your appoint-
ed pastor, Leah Pogemiller.  She 
wants to be your pastor, and she 
will be in the best position to be 
your pastor in the fullest sense of 
the term.
   Beginning July 1, I will no longer 
be your pastor, but I will still be 
your friend.  This means I will 
not be available to officiate your 
weddings or your funerals.  That is 
the responsibility of the appointed 
pastor.  It has been my responsi-
bility for the last eight years, but 
it will no longer be so.  Please do 
not put me in the difficult position 
of having to say “I can’t do that” 
by asking me to return in a pas-
toral role.  This is not a new rule.  
It is how itinerancy has always 
worked.  
   Stephanie, Jacqueline, Ben, and 
I will still be your friends.  We will 
continue to love you by praying for 
you and your new pastor, by read-
ing about you in the Messenger, 
and by supporting you in non-pas-
toral roles.  We look forward to 
that, just as we are grateful for 
your friendship and love over 
these eight years. 

Faithfully yours,
Rev. Tom Corum
Directing Pastor



 

2

Iroquois River District Mission Trip
Hurricane Rebuilding Work Trip

to Florida
July 24 - August 4

Last fall several locations dealt with devastating hurri-
canes.  This is your opportunity to be a loving, helping 
presence to those who are trying to recover and re-
build from Hurricane Irma.  This trip will focus on tasks 
such as laying flooring, hanging drywall, painting, and 
many other construction/reconstruction tasks.  ALL skill 
levels are welcome as there will be a job for everyone 
regardless of skill set.  This trip is open to all churches 
in the Iroquois River District.  

Registration and $300 deposit due by June 1.

Trip limited to 20 participants ages 14 and up.

Trip will include round trip airfare, lodging and meals 
while in Florida, trip insurance, background check, 
transportation to and from airport and work site.

Forms are available in the church office.

Clothing for
Danville Correctional Center’s

Newly Released Offenders
We again have the opportunity to participate in the 
program of the Danville Correctional Center to provide 
good used men’s clothing for at least half of those 500 
offenders who are released each year with few assets 
to their names (only prison clothing).  Offenders about 
to be released can select clothing which can give them 
a sense of self-worth as they step back out into the 
world.

A labeled box will be provided in the Resource Room 
for all sizes of men’s clothing:  only jeans, pants, shirts, 
and jackets.  Please do not include any hangers or 
belts.

We will be joining other churches in our area in this 
program. 

Deadline for this spring collection is Sunday, June 17.

Thank you for your help.

Jones/Corum Wesley Covenant Group

Peace with Justice Sunday

Sunday, May 27

Guest speaker:  Stephanie Corum

Title:  “When Did We See You Lord”

Envelopes will be in the bulletin.  Your generous 
gift supports Peace with Justice ministries in 
your annual conference, administered by your 
conference Peace with Justice coordinator, and 
Peace with Justice work in the United States and 
around the world, administered by the General 
Board of Church and Society.  When you give 
today, you encourage people to live -- not just 
preach -- a gospel of peace.

Our individual	mission is where our
talents/gifts meet the needs

of our neighborhood, our community, 
our nation, or the world.

Thank you to our Sunday School Teachers for 
sharing the love of Jesus Christ with your stu-
dents during the 2017-2018 school year!  Thank 
you to students, families, and friends for your 
support!  Blessings from the Christian Forma-
tion Team!

Please join us in Friendship Center,
on Sunday, June 3, at 10:00 a.m. 

for a reception.  
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Blessings and Grace to our 
2017-2018 Confirmation Class

A huge THANK YOU to all of the people who have 
worked to make music at FUMC this semester!  I 
truly appreciate all of your hard work and extend 
heartfelt thanks for helping to make worship a 
meaningful experience.

Special thanks goes to:
•  Perceptions Praise Team members who faithfully 
prepare and participate year-round.
•  The Tech Team who work to help us hear the 
service.
•  Carlyle Johnson for organizing our joyful Jazz 
Sunday.
•  Youth Music for sharing your gifts with the con-
gregation.
•  Kids Choir and parents for hours of practice, per-
sistence, and a wonderful and fun musical!
•  Chancel Ringers for your flexibility and willing-
ness to morph into percussion players!
•  Chancel Choir for singing your hearts out.
•  The music scholarship students for juggling 
schedules and helping us to sound better.
•  The people who operate the slide show on Sun-
day mornings.
•  The members of the congregation who support 
the music program.

A few more loose ends:
•  Special thanks to Jim Paul who ran sound for 
the Kids Choir musical and for Major Music Sun-
day.
•  A few corrections to the Chancel Ringers list.  
I neglected to list Meghan Uppinghouse and 
Landon Westerfield (our director!) in the Major 
Music bulletin.  They are both an important part of 
the Chancel Ringers!  -- Barbara Zachow

The semester of music is over, but Sundays continue 
every week!  Musicians go on vacation, also, so we par-
ticularly look for additional members during the summer.   
If you are able to join in leading either the 9:00 or 11:00 
service on even one Sunday, please contact Barbara 
Zachow (bzachow@comcast.net).  Perceptions Praise 
Team rehearses on Thursday evenings at 6:30 through-
out the summer.  Chancel Choir will be beginning their 
summer schedule, so they will soon be rehearsing on 
Sunday mornings at 10:30 in preparation for the 11:00 
service.  Come join us!

Confirmed by Profession of Faith on Sunday, 
May 13, 2018

at Perceptions Service: 
Ashlyn Perry
Arika Sides

Jackson Stanhope

at Classic Service: 
Ian Burgener

Adam Simmons
Seth Simmons

Parents: 
Todd and Kathleen Burgener, Lydia Duraisamy

Ryan and Allison Perry
Brian Sides and Christina Manuel

Bill and Jennifer Simmons
Kim Stanhope and Jeff Stein, George Stanhope 

Mentors: 
Elizabeth Boehm
Steve Burgener

Meredith Garreau
Heather Miller
Bill Simmons

Jennifer Simmons

Confirmation Teachers: 
Rev. Tom Corum 
Meredith Garreau

Thank you to the FUMC Congregation for your 
support and encouragement of the 2017-2018 

Confirmation Class!
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Open House for 
Dave & Bonnie Berner

Sunday, May 20, 2018

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
in Friendship Center

Hosted by their children: 
Rachel, Ryan, & Riley
and extended family

No gifts, please.

Do you have birthdays, anniversaries or other 
special events you would like to celebrate?  Do you 
have special people in your family whom you would 
like to honor?

Why not celebrate by providing flowers for a Sun-
day.  The flowers are ordered for you by the chair-
man of the month.  It is a quite simple way to beau-
tify the chancel and remember the special people in 
your life.

The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the hall 
across from the office.

For questions, call Teryl Pigott at 621-2744 or email 
terylpigott@gmail.com.

Flower Calendar Sign-Up 
for 2018

Save the Dates for VBS!

Coming Sundays July 8, 15, 22, 29

*Volunteers and supplies needed!!!!  Please 
contact Anna Donahoe if you are willing to 
volunteer!

****Attention all church members: This year, 
we will be asking for sponsorships for all 
attendees.  If you’d like to sponsor a child to 
attend VBS, our suggested donation is $10 
per child.
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To Our Guests and Visitors . . .

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Cham-
paign.  We are honored that you have chosen to 
worship with us, and we invite you to visit the Hospi-
tality desk in the Friendship Center, adjacent to the 
Sanctuary.  Or you can visit us on our website, 
www.champaignfumc.org, to learn more about the 
many opportunities for worship, study, fellowship, 
and service available through the ministries of our 
congregation.

How do I become a member…?

If you are considering membership in the congrega-
tion of First United Methodist Church, you are invited 
to attend an orientation group:  “Connecting@First.” 
This is an opportunity to learn more about the minis-
tries of the Church. 

If you would like to register for the next group, 
please contact Sharon Johnson, Administrative 
Assistant to the Directing Pastor, sjohnson@cham-
paignfumc.org, or 356-9078.

Sarah Women will meet on Monday, May 21, at 
7:00 p.m. at Sue Bachman’s home.  Sue Bachman 
will provide the program.

UMW Executive Board will meet on Wednesday, 
June 6, at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room.

A Celebration of Missions at Mid-Year:  Salad 
and Dessert Luncheon will be on Wednesday, 
June 6, at 12:30 p.m. in Friendship Center North.  
See page 7 for more details.

Stock the Food Pantry Early & Often

First United Methodist Church members are encour-
aged to bring non-perishable items to the church on 
the first Sunday of each month to stock our food pan-
try. These items are used by the volunteers to provide 
food for the families in need. There’s a desperate 
need for more volunteers.  Please call Sue Bach-
man at 359-4390 for more information.

Especially needed are:  cereal, jelly, pepper, mustard 
canned corn, spaghetti sauce, and pork & beans.  Of 
course, monetary donations are always appreciated. 

“Prudence is what helps us determine when 
to pull out of the competition rather than 
jeopardize our integrity and humanity.”

FRANK J. HANNA
Taken from A Graduate’s Guide to Life

Parish Nurse Partners
Blood Pressure Screenings

On May 27, Leah and Diane will conduct a blood 
pressure screening for interested congregation 
members.  The blood pressure screening will be 
held during the Coffee Connections in between 
Sunday services.  To allow for privacy, the screen-
ing will take place in the Library.  We expect that 
ongoing blood pressure screenings will occur reg-
ularly on the fourth Sunday of each month.  Please 
contact Diane or Leah at the church (ask to leave 
a message for the Parish Nurses) if you have any 
questions about the screening.
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Youth News

Coming Events:

Sunday, June 3, 5:00 p.m. - ASP Picnic - If you 
are going on ASP, come to our picnic on Sunday 
night at the Corums’ house!  We’ll go over 
everything we need to and celebrate our upcoming 
mission trip!!

Sunday, June 10 - Graduate Recognition Sunday

Wednesday, June 20 - The	Incredibles	2 at the 
Harvest Moon Drive-In Theater - On June 20, join 
us for a fun night at the drive-in!  We’ll meet that 
night at the church and pile into the van to drive to 
Gibson City!  Cost is $5.00.  Times depend on when 
the sun is setting, so stay tuned for the exact time!  
Bring your blankets, lawn chairs, and radios!

June 30 - July 7 - Appalachia Service Project

Wednesday, July 11, 2:00 p.m. -  5:30 p.m. - Pool 
Day at Sholem - On July 11, we’re going swimming 
at Sholem!  Meet at the church at 2:00 p.m.  We’ll 
drive over to Sholem to swim!  This only costs 
ONE DOLLAR!!!  We’ll be back at the church at 
5:30 p.m.!

Tuesday, July 24 - 11:00 a.m. - 3:15 p.m. - Tubing 
down Middle Fork River - We’re going tubing!  On 
July 24, meet at the church at 11:00 a.m.  We’ll hop 
in the van and drive to Kickapoo State Park!  Bring 
a packed lunch with you--we’ll eat when we arrive!  
After that, we’ll get ready to tube down Middle Fork 
River, so bring clothes you don’t mind getting wet 
and a change of clothes for riding home in the van!  
We’ll return at 3:15 p.m. to the church.  Cost is $8. 

Friday, August 10, and Saturday, August 11 - End 
of Summer Lock-in! - Summer is winding down, so 
join us for a big lock-in to help end it in style!  Come 
to the church on August 10 at 7:00 p.m. for games, 
faith activities, and tons of fun!  We’ll finish up on 
August 11 at 9:30 a.m.!

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. - High School 
Bible Study - Our high school Bible study meets 
on Wednesdays at Panera on Kirby from 6:30 p.m. 
- 7:30 p.m.!  Study the Bible and grab dinner while 
you get to spend time with friends!

If you happen to walk into the Friendship Center after 
either of the services this month (or in the beginning 
of June), you’re likely to see some youth or myself 
sitting at a table selling Appalachia Service Project 
“stock.”  This obviously isn’t “stock” as we normally 
think of it, but instead, it’s asking others to buy stock 
in our kids’ ability to help others on this trip.  We will 
be traveling to McCreary County, Kentucky, where 
we will work on homes--flooring, painting, roofing, or 
whatever our projects happen to be.

ASP does all of its home repair work free in Jesus’ 
name.  We also try to mitigate the costs of our van 
rental, volunteer payments, food, and more with 
fundraisers, such as our El Toro night last March and 
this stock sale.  The return for your stock payment? 
A thank-you card from us, sent from Kentucky while 
we’re on the trip!  So, if you’re looking to “invest” in 
something around you, feel free to stop by our table 
to invest in our kids!

Meredith
meredith@champaignfumc.org

FUMC Graduates:  Are you graduating from High 
School, Technical School, College, or another 
school this year?  We are accepting information 
about all of our graduating students, so that we 
can feature them in an upcoming issue of the 
Messenger!  They will also be honored on Gradu-
ate Recognition Sunday!  Email meredith@cham-
paignfumc.org by May 22 with the following info: 

1. Name  

2. School you are graduating from  

3. Future work or education plans (i.e. future 
school and major)  

4. If graduating college, what degree you received 
and what you majored in 

5. A picture of yourself.
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UMW invites all women of the church to join us for lunch and an afternoon of 

inspiration and fellowship! 
 

A CELEBRATION OF MISSIONS AT MID-YEAR: 
SALAD AND DESSERT LUNCHEON 

 

Wednesday, June 6, 12:30 p.m. 
Friendship Center North 

 

What’s New at The Baby Fold! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

GUEST SPEAKERS: Karen Major, Director of Family and Community 
Services, and Chaplain Lori Bultemeier 

 
Please bring a salad or a dessert to share!   

 
Also, please bring baby wipes, board books, diapers (size 4, 5, or 6), or 

Crayola colored pencils to donate to Baby Fold. 



June 1-15, 2018

Congregational Life of FUMC

GOING INTO THE HOSPITAL?
If you are scheduled by your 

physician to be hospitalized, please 
indicate “Champaign First United 
Methodist Church” on your admission 
form.

Privacy guidelines will not allow 
hospitals to notify the Church without 
your permission.  If you can, call us be-
fore you are admitted, or have a family 
member or friend let us know.  

We don’t want to miss you when 
we visit.        
     Rev. Tom & Rev. Jerry

Hospitalized in the past two 
weeks:  Dot Beldon.

      Hospital Report

NEXT 
Messenger Deadline,

May 24, 2018
published on May 30

Articles may be submitted by
e-mail to:  

bberner@champaignfumc.org
or brought to the Church. 

1 James & Nancy Phillips
4 Bill & Jamie Kruidenier
4 Jason & Kelly Vogelbaugh
7 Paul & Theresa Dalbey
7 Marcus & Jacqueline Lawson
7 Gary & Edna Spear
9 Bob & Janice Adams
9 Kyle & Phyllis Robeson
12 Ed & Joan Cieniawski
12 Mike & Susan Weber
14 Larry & Pat Askew

1 Owen Kirby
1 Nicholas Stirrett
2 Cameron Manuel
3 Rachel Rubin
5 Jean Christman
5 Jim Elder
5 Britton Roberts
5 Ashlyn Perry
5 Trudy Walters
6 Al Chapman
6 Kyla Reineke
6 John Weible
7 Kristin Geis
7 Kendall Woods

8 Elizabeth Boehm
9 Maggie Weber
10 Rick Ellenberger
10 Bev Lewman
11 Cheryl Bullock
11 Ellie Thompson
11 Julie Veazie
12 Shelly Kuykendall
12 Madison Weldon
13 Kathleene Fisher
15 Mary Annin
15 Carly Hampton
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If you have a need for 
prayer, please call the 
Church Office at 356-9078.

Deaths

Do YOU need a ride
to 11:00 Sunday Morning

Worship Service?

We want you here
to worship!!

Call the church office
at 356-9078.

Our sympathy and prayers are 
extended to Shirley & Tom Maryan 
and Ashley Beyler at the passing 
of Shirley’s sister and Ashley’s 
aunt, Barb Wagoner, in Texas on 
May 5, 2018.



       

Church Calendar 

Congregational Life of FUMC

 Worship Attendance

Sunday, May 6, 2018
   9:00.........................145
 11:00.........................193
         Total..................338

Sunday, May 13, 2018
   9:00.........................115
 11:00.........................158
         Total................. 273

Thursday, May 17
8:00 Quilters
10:00 Minds in Motion
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team &
 Child Care
7:00 Wrapped in His Love

Sunday, May 20
Pentecost (Wear Red!)
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Classic Worship
2:00 25th Wedding Anniversary
 Open House for
 Dave & Bonnie Berner
4:30 LIFT (Leading in Faith
 Together)

Monday, May 21
8:00 Quilters
5:15 Board of Trustees
7:00 Sarah Circle

Tuesday, May 22
10:30 Staff Meeting
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1

Wednesday, May 23
9:30 WCG Leadership Team
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

Thursday, May 24
8:00 Quilters
8:30 Messenger Deadline
5:30 Local Outreach
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team &
 Child Care

Sunday, May 27
Peace with Justice Sunday
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
10:00 Blood Pressure Screenings
11:00 Classic Worship

Thursday, June 7
Annual Conference Begins
8:00 Quilters
8:30 Messenger Deadline
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team &
 Child Care

Saturday, June 9
Annual Conference Ends

Sunday, June 10
Graduate Recognition Sunday
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
10:30 Chancel Choir
11:00 Classic Worship
4:30 LIFT (Leading In Faith
 Together)

Monday, June 11
8:00 Quilters
7:00 Staff-Parish Relations
 Committee

Tuesday, June 12
9:30 Program Staff Meeting
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1

Wednesday, June 13
8:30 Messenger Deadline
9:30 WCG Leadership Team
1:30 NDFL Committee
7:30 Venturing Crew 1
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Monday, May 28 - Memorial Day
Building Closed

Tuesday, May 29
9:30 Program Staff Meeting
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1

Wednesday, May 30
8:30 Messenger Assembly
9:30 WCG Leadership Team
6:30 High School Bible Study
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

Thursday, May 31
8:00 Quilters
10:00 Minds in Motion
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team &
 Child Care

Sunday, June 3
Communion
Teacher Appreciation
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
10:30 Chancel Choir
11:00 Classic Worship
5:00 ASP Picnic

Monday, June 4
8:00 Quilters

Tuesday, June 5
10:30 Staff Meeting
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1
7:00 Worship Ministry Team

Wednesday, June 6
9:30 UMW Executive Board
9:30 WCG Leadership Team
12:30 A Celebration of Missions
 at Mid-Year Luncheon
6:30 First Wednesday Prayer
7:30 Venturing Crew 1



First United Methodist Church Ministry Team

Rev. Tom Corum, Directing Pastor                     tcorum@champaignfumc.org
Rev. Jerry Nichols, Visiting Pastor  
Meredith Garreau, Dir. of Youth, Adult, & Family Ministries
        meredith@champaignfumc.org
Barbara Zachow, Dir. of Music & Worship                   bzachow@comcast.net
Tina James, Business Manager  businessmgr@champaignfumc.org
Emily Hortin, Business Office Assistant         ehortin@champaignfumc.org
Laura Hendricksen, Child Care Ctr. Dir.    lhendricksen@champaignfumc.org
Sharon Johnson, Administrative Ass’t              sjohnson@champaignfumc.org
Bonnie Berner, Dir. of Communications            bberner@champaignfumc.org
Ray Wiggs, Organist                        rewiggs@gmail.com 
Mara Boehm, ARK Coordinator           peacefuldance@icloud.com
Diane Fish, Parish Nurse                parishnurs epartners@champaignfumc.org
Leah McDowell, Parish Nurse        parishnursepartners@champaignfumc.org
Jason Mack, Building Manager               jmack@champaignfumc.org
Terry McClellan, Weekday Morning Custodian
Tim Valentine, Weekday Evening Custodian
Scott Ervin, Weekend Custodian

The Messenger is a bi-weekly newsletter for members and friends of 
First United Methodist Church, Champaign, IL. 

 For more information, please call the Church Office at (217) 356-
9078.  Nonmember subscription rate $20.00 per year

(or can be found at no cost at www.champaignfumc.org).

Every Sunday morning:  8:15 a.m.-Coffee Connections; 
9:00 a.m.-Perceptions Worship; 10:00 a.m.-Sunday School (during 
the school year); 11:00 a.m.-Classic Worship.  Child care for infants 
through age 10 is available from 8:45-12:15.

May 20, 2018
Pentecost (Wear Red!)

New Members
9:00 a.m. Perceptions Worship

10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Classic Worship

Sermon:  
“Many Things to Say, But Just a Few Today”

Scripture:  
Acts 2:1-11; John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15

Rev. Tom Corum, preaching

May 27, 2018
Trinity Sunday

Peace with Justice Sunday
9:00 a.m. Perceptions Worship

10:00 a.m.  New Beginnings Class
11:00 a.m. Classic Worship

Sermon:  
“When Did We See You Lord”

Scripture:  
Matthew 25:31-40; Micah 6:8
Stephanie Corum, preaching
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210 W Church Street
Champaign IL  61820
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