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The Mission of First United Methodist Church is to:
	 •					CONNECT	people	with	God	and	one	another
	 •					GROW	as	disciples	of	Jesus	Christ
	 •					SERVE	others.

                              April 4, 2018

Easter:  Grieving and Looking Forward
   When this issue of the Messen-
ger arrives in your inbox or mail-
box, Easter Sunday will be past 
and the season of Easter will be 
upon us.  However, as I write, it is 
Tuesday of Holy Week and I am 
singing Easter songs in my head.  
We still have Maundy Thursday 
and Good Friday to go, but some-
thing in me is skipping ahead to 
Easter.  It seems there ought to 
be something I can do to counter 
that, but I don’t know what it is.
   After all, my inclination is to turn 
grumpy (if only secretly) when 
people skip directly from the 
excitement of Palm Sunday to the 
joy of Easter.  “You’re skipping 
over the pain and the agony and 
the death,” I complain silently to 
someone, somewhere.  “You want 
the happy parts, but you don’t 
want to address the deep, difficult 
parts.”
   But I think I’m grieving a little.  I 
share that with you not to over-
emphasize or over dramatize the 
fact that we are nearing a pastoral 
transition when I will leave and 
your new pastor will come, but 
rather (I hope) for the sake of hon-
esty and transparency, as well as 
to acknowledge that some of you 
also are grieving.
   I sometimes am drawn to Elisa-
beth Kübler-Ross’s five stages of 
grief:  denial, anger, bargaining, 
depression, and acceptance.  I am 
not of the mind that these stages 
take place in a clear-cut order.  
Rather, it seems the stages can

come and go and come again in 
an unpredictable fashion.
   I also am drawn to the fact that 
in John’s account of the resurrec-
tion of Jesus, Mary Magdalene 
stands weeping at the tomb.  
Rather than trying to put on a hap-
py face, she stands face to face 
with the sad, difficult, ugly fact of 
death, and she cries. 
   “Woman, why are you weep-
ing?” the two angels ask her.  
“Woman, why are you weeping?  
Whom are you looking for?” asks 
Jesus who apparently for the mo-
ment looks more like a gardener 
than like himself.
   In both instances Mary is honest 
about what is troubling her.  “They 
have taken away my Lord, and I 
do not know where they have laid 
him.”  “Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have laid 
him, and I will take him away.”
   Facing and acknowledging our 
grief is a vital component of mov-
ing forward in faith.  On Saturday, 
April 21, from 8:30 a.m. until noon, 
Faith United Methodist Church will 
host a seminar on grief, “Griev-
ing in a Forward Direction,” led 
by Pastor Don Follis, director of 
Pastor-to-Pastor Initiatives.  Some 
of you no doubt have read Pastor 
Follis’s columns in the Sunday 
News-Gazette. 

   The cost is $10 per person for 
preregistration, or $15 at the door.  
A continental breakfast is includ-
ed.  Information about the seminar 
and registration can be found by 
going to www.champaignfaith.org 
and clicking on the Grieving in a 
Forward Direction link near the 
top right of the page.  If you are 
struggling with grief of any na-
ture, I encourage you to consider 
attending.
   In this Easter season, and as 
we near a transition in directing 
pastor, I also want to keep us 
focused on our vision and on the 
future.  Therefore, I will preach a 
series of sermons titled “All In,” on 
April 8, 22, and 29.  (On April 15, 
the Rev. Janice Griffith, Assistant 
to the Bishop of the Illinois Area, 
will be our guest preacher as we 
learn more about the “Our Confer-
ence, Our Kids” Campaign.)  It is 
my hope that we will look forward 
to these Sundays as an opportu-
nity to remember how far we have 
come and look forward to what 
God still has in store for us.
   Grief and Easter go together.  
Giving up and looking forward are 
complementary facets of faithful-
ness.  The resurrection of Jesus 
is a life-changing event that puts 
everything in a larger perspective.   
   
Be of Good Courage!
Rev. Tom Corum
Directing Pastor



Revisiting the 
FUMC Vision: 

Connect, Grow, and 
Serve

Sunday, April 22   3:00-4:30 p.m.
Friendship Center North

Presented by the FUMC Vision Team
We were introduced to our new vision in November 
2016.  Where are we now?  What successes have we 
had?  What challenges do we face?  This presentation 
will contain a review of the vision and a discussion of 
our future vision.

Monday, April 23    10:30-12 noon and 
6:30-8:00 p.m.    Sanctuary

Presented by Steve Burgener
The Holy Spirit is sometimes referred to as the third 
person of the Godhead, but there is a case for the 
Holy Spirit to be #One! Learn how the Bible refers 
to the Holy Spirit, discuss our own perceptions and 
beliefs, and have a brief time of meditation to invite 
the Holy Spirit’s presence.

#OneSpirit

MORE INFO AND HOW TO SIGN UP
•  All classes are at First United Methodist Church, 
Champaign.
•  All classes are free!  A book needs to be purchased for 
the Fear of the Other book talk.
•  Everyone is welcome.
•  To sign up for a class, email Ruth at 
ruth@champaignfumc.org
Be sure to include your name and what classes you want 
to attend.
•  If you attend worship at FUMC, you can sign up be-
tween services on April 1, 8, and 15.

Improving Quality of Life:  
Recognizing signs of stress and finding 

ways to help manage stress
Tuesday, April 24 at 10:30-12 noon and 

Thursday, May 1 at 6:30-8 p.m.
Friendship Center North  

Presented by Sandy Burgener
Jobs, kids, finances, caring for loved ones.  Young 
and old.  No matter what your age or life situation, 
chances are you have stress in your life!  
Know what to watch for and how to keep 
stress from taking over your life.

Dialogue on Debating Scripture
Regarding Homosexuality 
and Jesus’ Paradigm Shift
Saturday, April 28      10:30-12 noon

Friendship Center South
Presented by Angie Lee, 

IGRC District Superintendent 
In recent decades, The United Methodist Church has 
engaged in conversation and debate over issues about 
the status of homosexual Christians, their relationships, 
and their qualifications for ministry. How do you interpret 
Bible verses relating to this matter?  Come with spirit 
of gentleness, courage, and openness, so that we can 
learn from each other.

G Cubed:  
God, Generosity, and Genetics

Sunday, April 29       3:00-4:30 p.m.
Friendship Center North

Presented by Roger Shanks
Where is your treasure? Generosity blesses 
God and his Son.  Scripture will help us to 
become more faithful financial stewards.

BOOK TALK:
Fear	of	the	Other by Will Willemon

Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday        6:30-8:00 p.m.
April 22, 24, 25

Leader:  David Weible
The difficult conversation.  Overcoming our fear of the 
“Other” and striving to live Jesus’ teaching.   Come and 
share your struggle.

NOTE:  Please purchase and 
read the book before coming 
to class.
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BLAST
(Believe, Learn, And Seek Truth)

Sunday, April 8
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

BLAST is a program for children, 3-years-old - 5th 
grade. The Sunday gatherings will include dinner 
and fellowship together, worship songs, a Bible 
story, games, crafts, and sometimes a video, all 
typically centered around one lesson.  We ask for 
parent and other church member volunteers!

Open House for Bob McCandless

Sunday, April 8, 2018

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Friendship Center 

It's almost here--an epic birthday!  Bob McCand-
less will turn 90 this April!  Bob's family invites 
you to celebrate this milestone and wish him 
well as he moves to Ohio to live with family.  On 
December 9, 1956, Bob and his wife Louise 
transferred their membership here from Christ 
Methodist in Uniontown, PA.  During almost 
62 years of membership, Bob has contributed 
much to our church community, including serv-
ing on committees and teaching Sunday School 
for many years.  Take this opportunity to share 
memories and send him to Ohio in style!

Jazz Sunday

Easter may be over, but our celebration of joy con-
tinues!  Carlyle Johnson and the New Orleans Jazz 
Machine will lead both 9:00 and 11:00 worship on 
Sunday, April 8.  Invite your friends and neighbors 
to participate in some musical Dixieland joy that 
morning!

Thank You

Many thanks to The Mitchell Clan (otherwise known 
as Brassion) who played brass at 11:00 on Easter 
Sunday.  You helped to make our resurrection cele-
bration extra special.  Members of Brassion are:

Bailey Clancy - trumpet
Angela Mitchell - trumpet
Kent Mitchell - French horn
Luke Clancy - euphonium 
Henry Mitchell - trombone
Christopher Mitchell - tuba & trumpet
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Part-Time Business Manager Position

First United Methodist Church of Champaign is 
seeking applicants for a part-time Business Manager.  
Responsibilities include maintaining accurate records 
of God’s talents shared with the congregation and 
the world.  Deadline for submission of cover letter, 
résumé, and three persons of reference with contact 
information is April 5, 2018.  

For more information or to submit application mate-
rials, please contact the Staff-Parish Relations Com-
mittee at sprc@champaignfumc.org.

Festival Choir

If you are interested in joining Chancel Choir for 
Major Music Sunday on May 6, contact Barbara 
Zachow.  All singers are welcome, and many voices 
make wonderful music.  Even if you cannot make the 
long-term commitment to Chancel Choir you are wel-
come to join us for this special Sunday.  Rehearsals 
are on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 - 8:15.

Save these Dates!  Music is in the Air!

Sunday, April 8
Jazz Sunday led by Carlyle Johnson and the 

New Orleans Jazz Machine
9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Worship

Sunday, April 22
Danny and the Shacks presented by 

FUMC Kids Choir
5:00 p.m. Potluck in Fellowship Hall – 

ALL are welcome!
6:30 p.m. Danny and the Shacks 

Sunday, May 6
Major Music Sunday – Chancel Choir, Chancel 

Ringers, and Orchestra
9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Worship

Monday, May 7
Spring Concert presented by Choral Union and 

Bottenfield Chorus
7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary

Champaign Star Award

Austin’s Place, as part of the Council of Service Pro-
viders to the Homeless, has been selected to receive 
a Champaign Star award!

Thanks to FUMC for 11 years of faithful, generous, 
and prayerful support.

Here is the nomination that was submitted on our 
behalf:

“The Council of Service Providers to the Homeless 
is a networking body, consisting of local nonprofits, 
governmental agencies and persons interested in 
homelessness, with a mission to address causes, 
problems and issues of homelessness in Cham-
paign County.  During the winter of 2017-2018, 
several member agencies of this networking body 
came together to ensure that all residents of Cham-
paign would have a safe, warm place to be when 
the temperatures fell dangerously low.  The Phoe-
nix warming center extended their days and hours 
of operation.  Austin’s Place Emergency Shelter 
for Women extended their weeks of service and 
the morning hours to match the Phoenix’s hours of 
operation.  The Men’s Emergency Shelter, located at 
New Covenant Fellowship, partnered with Salvation 
Army for an overflow site to ensure capacity would 
not be limited during those cold spells.  The capacity 
and types of shelter needed in Champaign County 
has ebbed and flowed over the past 25 years, but 
the working group known as the Council of Service 
Providers to the Homeless continues to bring ideas, 
resources and compassion together to serve those 
most in need.”

FUMC Graduates

FUMC Graduates:  Are you graduating from High 
School, Technical School, College, or another school 
this year?  We are accepting information about all of 
our graduating students, so that we can feature them 
in an upcoming issue of the Messenger!  They will 
also be honored on Graduate Recognition Sunday!  
Email meredith@champaignfumc.org by May 22 with 
the following info: 1. Name  2. School you are grad-
uating from  3. Future work or education plans (i.e. 
future school and major)  4. If graduating college, 
what degree you received and what you majored in 
5. A picture of yourself.
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To Our Guests and Visitors . . .

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Cham-
paign.  We are honored that you have chosen to 
worship with us, and we invite you to visit the Hospi-
tality desk in the Friendship Center, adjacent to the 
Sanctuary.  Or you can visit us on our website, 
www.champaignfumc.org, to learn more about the 
many opportunities for worship, study, fellowship, 
and service available through the ministries of our 
congregation.

How do I become a member…?

If you are considering membership in the congrega-
tion of First United Methodist Church, you are invited 
to attend an orientation group:  “Connecting@First.” 
This is an opportunity to learn more about the minis-
tries of the Church. 

If you would like to register for the next group, 
please contact Sharon Johnson, Administrative 
Assistant to the Directing Pastor, sjohnson@cham-
paignfumc.org, or 356-9078.

UMW Executive Board will meet on Wednes-
day, April 4, at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference 
Room.

Dorcas Circle will meet on Wednesday, April 
11, at 6:30 p.m. in Friendship Center North.  Dot 
Beldon and Sylvia Herzog are hostesses.

Sarah Women will meet on Monday, April 16, at 
7:00 p.m. at Julie Booth’s home.  Trudy Walters 
will provide the program.

Stock the Food Pantry Early & Often

First United Methodist Church members are encour-
aged to bring non-perishable items to the church on 
the first Sunday of each month to stock our food pan-
try. These items are used by the volunteers to provide 
food for the families in need. 

Especially needed are:  cereal, jelly, ketchup, flour, 
peanut butter, canned tuna, canned mixed vegeta-
bles, canned green beans, and Hamburger Helper.  
Of course, monetary donations are always appreciat-
ed. 

Lenten & Easter Worship Visuals
Thank You

We thank all those who helped with our Lenten and 
Easter Worship Visuals:

Melanie Paul   Ashley Beyler
Susan Weber   Lauren Brademas
Robbie Black   Frances Donahoe
Anna Donahoe  Sarah Donahoe
Susan Hinesly   Emmie Geis
Shirley Maryan  Maddie Geis
Liza Weber   Olivia Geis
    Ashlyn Perry

We also thank Jason Mack, our Building Manager, 
without whose help some things aren’t possible, or 
are out of our reach.
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Youth News

Recently, I was having a pretty bad day. It wasn't 
that anything major happened, it was just a lot of 
little bad things that happened.  I had finally gotten 
home and was ready to just go to bed and cry a 
little. 

Then, one of my youth started texting me.  They 
were telling me about things going on in their day 
and I was responding to them.  After awhile, they 
asked how my day was.  I didn't go into details, but 
told them it had been a really rough day.  Then, the 
youth responded with, "I'm so sorry - I know I'm just 
a high schooler, but you can talk to me about your 
day."

Another day, I was setting up a lesson, and a differ-
ent youth knew I needed something from another 
floor in the church.  Instead of just letting me get it 
(which was the plan), she told me to keep getting 
the lesson ready and that she would go get the 
items for me.  A couple days later, one of the kids 
brought me a Diet Coke from the soda machine - 
just because they knew I like it!

The kindness and thoughtfulness of these kids 
completely blows me away.  All these small, touch-
ing acts are the hands and feet of Christ working 
through these middle school and high school stu-
dents.  This is what the body of Christ is all about - 
loving, supporting, and helping each other.   Watch-
ing these loving, caring kids grow into loving, caring 
adults is one of the greatest privileges in the world.

Meredith
meredith@champaignfumc.org

Coming Events:

Sunday, April 22 - Youth Attending Kids Choir 
Musical and Getting Ice Cream - Meet at 
6:20 p.m. in the Sanctuary (or if you want to join 
the Kids' Choir potluck, go at 5:00 p.m.) and we'll 
watch the Kids' Choir Musical all together!  After-
wards, we'll pile into the church van to grab some 
ice cream, so bring a few bucks with you!

Sunday, April 29 - Last Youth Group of the 
School Year

Tuesday, May 1 - ASP Full Payment Due

Sunday, May 13 - Confirmation Sunday

Sunday, June 10 - Graduate Recognition Sun-
day

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. - High 
School Bible Study - Our high school Bible study 
meets on Wednesdays at Panera on Kirby from 
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.!  Study the Bible and grab 
dinner while you get to spend time with friends!

Sundays, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. - Youth Group 
- Our middle school and high school youth meet 
every Sunday evening at the church!  Come join 
us for an evening of activities, fellowship, and fun!  
We meet in the youth room and dinner is provided.
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Our individual	mission is where our
talents/gifts meet the needs

of our neighborhood, our community, 
our nation, or the world.

Bishop's Open 2018

The 2018 Bishop’s Open will be on Friday, May 11, 
at the Piper Glen Golf Course Club near Chatham.  
Festivities begin at 11 a.m. with lunch followed by a 
shotgun start at noon.  Dinner will follow the comple-
tion of the golf outing.

Single registrations as well as foursomes can be reg-
istered online at: www.igrc.org/bishopsopen2018.

All proceeds of the outing will be for the Our Con-
ference, Our Kids campaign to endow spiritual life 
programs at each of the five conference agencies 
dealing with children and youth -- The Baby Fold, 
Chaddock, Cunningham Children’s Home, Lessie 
Bates Davis Neighborhood House, and the United 
Methodist Children's Home.

from The Current, March 2018

One-day Flood Relief Work Trip 
to Watseka

Heavy spring rains have displaced many of our 
neighbors due to the resulting flooding.  FUMC is 
planning a one-day trip (Saturday, April 14) to 
Watseka, Illinois, to offer a helping hand.  The current 
work effort will be the removal of flood damaged 
material(s).  This must take place prior to repairing 
the damage that has been done.  All are welcome 
and needed as around 300 homes were affected.  
Teens must have parental consent.

Interested?  Please let us know by contacting
either John Doll (398-3040; jandkdoll@yahoo.com) 
or Hillary Veitch (call or text 217-714-0884;
 hrveitch@gmail.com).  If we have two or three help-
ing hands, we're going.  If we have 10 or 15 helping 
hands, even better.  Let us know by April 11 if you 
can go.  

Our Conference, Our Kids
Spiritual Life Endowment Campaign:
Sustaining Love’s Embracing ARMS

The kick-off to our church’s Our Conference, Our 
Kids Campaign will be on Sunday, April 15, as we 
welcome Jan Griffith, assistant to the Bishop, as our 
guest speaker for both worship services.  

Our generous donations for that Sunday will provide 
support to endow the spiritual life programs at each 
of our five conference agencies which minister to 
children, youth, and families. 

The following is one child’s experience of spiritual 
support as shared by Rev. Lori Bultemeier, Christian 
Life Coordinator at The Baby Fold.

Matthew’s Story

Matthew came to The Baby Fold with a history of 
depression, anxiety, and aggression.  His mother 
tried to manage him, but she suffered some of the 
same issues.  Life was hard, and the family simply 
didn’t know how to cope.  Matthew came into care, 
and our social worker went to his home to help his 
mother.  Matthew made good progress in therapy, 
school, and in pastoral care. He relished the truth 
of God’s unconditional love and Jesus’ willingness 
to forgive. Matt’s mom also made great progress in 
her goals to stabilize the home and to provide for 
her family. She experienced God’s love through our 
social worker who always greeted her with a smile, 
some food, counseling, and respect.  Soon, it was 
time for Matthew to return home.  He was ready, 
Mom was ready, but there was a problem.  Matthew 
wanted to be baptized before he left The Baby Fold.  
Pastor Lori Bultemeier explained that she wanted 
Matt to experience that wonderful sacrament in his 
home church.  She met with Matthew and his moth-
er, and together they made a plan for Matthew to be 
baptized in his home church.  What we didn’t know 
at the time was, Matthew’s mom had the same 
desire.  She wanted to be baptized too.  What a 
glorious Sunday when both Matthew and his moth-
er received the gift of baptism in their local church. 
And the congregation that surrounded them took up 
the call to help them both grow in Christ.

from The Current, January 2018
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The Wellspring Committee would like to introduce and welcome our newly-hired ‘Parish Nurse Partners’, 
Diane Fish, R.N., and Leah McDowell, R.N.  Diane comes to us with many years of experience in Pediatric 
Nursing and case management, while Leah has an extensive clinical background in Geriatric Nursing and 
Education.  Together they have the expertise and dedication to fully implement the Parish Nurse role in our 
congregation.

Your first introduction to our Parish Nurses will be during the Coffee Hour on Sunday, April 8, with a Min-
istry Moment introduction occurring at a later date. Please join us for this Coffee Hour to ‘meet and greet’ 
Diane and Leah, our Parish Nurse Partners.

Diane Fish

My family and I relocated to Champaign from 
N.W. Indiana in 1980, where I began a twen-
ty-year nursing employment with Carle Hos-
pital, working in education and training, pedi-
atrics, and Carle HomeCare.  Also, I worked 
as a part-time nurse for Circle of Friends Adult 
Day Center located in Champaign.  Before 
retiring in November 2015, I worked for a 
State of Illinois program, UIC Division of 
Specialized Care for Children, as a care 
consultant and orthopedic clinic coordinator 
for kids with special medical needs and their 
families.  

My husband, Keith Fish, and I have two adult 
children, who are married, and three amazing 
and wonderful granddaughters, ages 6, 8, and 
12.  Keith is a business owner and works out 
of our home.  
 
As Co-Parish nurses, I have the pleasure and 
opportunity to partner with Leah McDowell. 
Together we both look forward to getting to 
know the congregation personally.  We intend 
to work closely with the Pastor, Wellspring 
Ministries Team, leaders, and staff to promote 
and further develop the Parish Nurse roles 
and health counseling programs as a resource 
to benefit and support the FUMC community.

Leah McDowell

I would like to take a moment to introduce myself.  After 
30+ years as a nurse, in 2015 I found myself on the 
other side of the stethoscope, the IV pole, and the bed 
(you get the picture). I was diagnosed with stage IV 
cancer.  So I have been traveling this 'adventure' (as 
I like to call it) ever since.  I've learned to trust God 
completely, talk to Jesus continually, and to LIVE life in 
the moment!  I have been prayerfully seeking a way to 
continue to serve others. I feel so blessed to be a Par-
ish Nurse Partner here at FUMC with Diane Fish.  This 
opportunity is a true answer to prayer!

During my career I have specialized in Elder Care with 
an emphasis on Quality of Care & Quality of Life initia-
tives.  These issues were important to me as a Nursing 
Research Assistant (UIC), as an Instructor (DACC), & 
as a Staff Nurse (most recently at Clark-Lindsey Village 
in Urbana) providing care. Now, during my 'adventure' 
these issues take on yet a deeper different meaning.

In 2005 I received my Parish Nurse Certificate & served 
at my home congregation (St Paul's Lutheran Church) 
in Gifford IL.  Currently, I volunteer at the Minds in 
Motion & Art Cafe Programs here at FUMC.

I'm married to my husband Gene; we have one adult 
son (who lives in Carbondale, IL) and our Dachshund 
dog, Dexter.  In 2013 we moved from Gifford to Dan-
ville, IL, where we built our dream home tucked in the 
woods near Kickapoo State Park.  In my spare time 
I enjoy reading, card making, and being outdoors in 
nature.



       

Saturday, April 14, Central High School will recognize 
and honor Tom Fredrickson, long-time congregant 
and late spouse of former organist, Betty Fredrick-
son, at their annual Jazz Fest.  The first of a variety 
of local school bands will start at 5:30 in the gym 
(enter through Seeley Hall).  Tom will be honored be-
ginning at 7:30 p.m. with a University of Illinois alumni 
jazz band under the direction of former director Tom 
Birkner.  Playing in the band will be Sam Hankins, 
Jeff Helegesen, Drew Fredrickson, Carl Johnson, 
John Hutchens, Kent Johnson, and others.  They 
will fete Tom with several of his pieces recognizing 
his composing, jazz bass playing and part in making 
space in the community for jazz music as an admin-
istrator and faculty member in the School of Music.  
Tickets are $5 and sandwiches and desserts will be 
available in the Jazz Cafe.  

Address questions to Don Dixon 766-3557 or 
dixondo67@hotmail.com.

Tom Fredrickson Recognition

Scholarship Students’ Recitals

Laura Schachner, the soprano section leader in 
Chancel Choir, will be giving a recital on Saturday, 
April 7, at 7:30 p.m. in the Memorial Room at Smith 
Music Hall.

Kaitlyn Nelson, one of the scholarship students who 
works with Youth Music, will be giving a saxophone 
recital on Saturday, April 21, at 1:30 p.m. in the Music 
Building Auditorium - 1114 West Nevada in Urbana. 

All are welcome to attend these recitals and support 
our fantastic scholarship students. 

“Happiness is an inside job and has
very little to do with substances,
money, possessions, pleasure

or circumstances.”

MATTHEW KELLY
Taken from Perfectly Yourself

Flower Calendar Sign-Up 
for 2018

Do you have birthdays, anniversaries or other 
special events you would like to celebrate?  Do 
you have special people in your family whom you 
would like to honor?

Why not celebrate by providing flowers for a 
Sunday.  The flowers are ordered for you by the 
chairman of the month.  It is a quite simple way 
to beautify the chancel and remember the special 
people in your life.

The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the 
hall across from the office.

For questions, call Teryl Pigott at 621-2744 or 
email terylpigott@gmail.com.



April 16-30, 2018

Congregational Life of FUMC

GOING INTO THE HOSPITAL?
If you are scheduled by your 

physician to be hospitalized, please 
indicate “Champaign First United 
Methodist Church” on your admission 
form.

Privacy guidelines will not allow 
hospitals to notify the Church without 
your permission.  If you can, call us be-
fore you are admitted, or have a family 
member or friend let us know.  

We don’t want to miss you when 
we visit.        
     Rev. Tom & Rev. Jerry

Hospitalized in the past two 
weeks:  Ron Eaker.

      Hospital Report

NEXT 
Messenger Deadline,

April 12, 2018
published on April 18

     Articles may be submitted by  
e-mail to:  

 bberner@champaignfumc.org
or brought to the Church. 

17 Josef & Helen Hallbeck
18 Rob & Dot Beldon

16 Benedicte Tshomba
17 Bonnie Whiteside
18 Aaron Chapman
18 Linda Faullin
19 Linda Rawlings
20 Ryan Weldon
21 Lea Tshomba
23 Kathy Reineke
26 Ted Beach
26 Bob Parkhill

27 Nicholas Bodony
27 Kyle Curtis
27 Joseph Mattingly
27 Wayne Weber
28 Mary Slater
28 Susan Weber
29 Susan Hinesly
30 Al Boehm
30 Britney Kirby
30 Jaxon Pendleton
30 Eric Robeson
30 David Weible
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If you have a need for 
prayer, please call the 
Church Office at 356-9078. Do YOU need a ride

to 11:00 Sunday Morning
Worship Service?

We want you here to 
worship!!  Call 356-9078, 
and let Sharon Johnson 
know of your need. She will 
be happy to assist you.



       

Church Calendar 

Congregational Life of FUMC

 Worship Attendance

Sunday, March 25, 2018
   9:00.........................126
 11:00.........................123
         Total..................249

Sunday, April 1, 2018
   9:00.........................145
 11:00.........................307
         Total..................452

Thursday, April 5
8:00 Quilters
10:00 Minds in Motion
6:30 Christian Formation Team
7:00 Wrapped in His Love

Saturday, April 7
5:00 Austin’s Place End of Year
 Celebration

Sunday, April 8
Jazz Sunday
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Classic Worship
2:00 90th Birthday Party for
 Bob McCandless
2:30 Kids Choir Musical
 Rehearsal
4:00 Kids Choir
4:30 LIFT
5:00 BLAST
5:00 Youth Music
6:00 Youth Group

Monday, April 9
8:00 Quilters
6:30 Cub Scout Pack 11
7:00 Choral Union
7:00 Confirmation Class
7:00 Staff-Parish Relations
 Committee

Tuesday, April 10
10:30 Staff Meeting
3:00 WCG Leadership Team
5:15 Finance Committee
6:00 Chancel Ringers
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1

Wednesday, April 11
1:30 NDFL Committee
6:30 Dorcas Circle
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

Sunday, April 22
Kids Choir at Both Worship
Services
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Classic Worship
2:00 WCG End of the Year
 Celebration
3:00 Revisiting the Vision
5:00 Kids Choir Musical
 Potluck
6:00 Youth Group
6:30 Kids Choir Musical

Monday, April 23
8:00 Quilters
10:30 #OneSpirit
6:30 #OneSpirit
6:30 Cub Scout Pack 11
7:00 Choral Union
7:00 Confirmation Class

Tuesday, April 24
10:30 Improving Quality of Life:
 Recognizing signs of stress
 and finding ways to help
10:30 Staff Meeting
11:30 Foundation
3:00 WCG Leadership Team
6:00 Chancel Ringers
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1

Wednesday, April 25
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

11

Thursday, April 12
8:00 Quilters
8:30 Messenger Deadline
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team

Sunday, April 15
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Classic Worship
2:30 Kids Choir Musical
 Rehearsal
4:00 Kids Choir
5:00 Youth Music
6:00 Youth Group

Monday, April 16
8:00 Quilters
5:15 Board of Trustees
6:30 Cub Scout Pack 11
7:00 Choral Union
7:00 Confirmation Class
7:00 Sarah Circle

Tuesday, April 17
9:30 Program Staff Meeting
10:00 Art Cafe:  OMA (Opening
 Minds with Art)
3:00 WCG Leadership Team
6:00 Chancel Ringers
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1

Wednesday, April 18
8:30 Messenger Assembly
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

Thursday, April 19
8:00 Quilters
10:00 Minds in Motion
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team
7:00 Wrapped in His Love

Saturday, April 21
9:00 Kids Choir Musical
 Dress Rehearsal



First United Methodist Church Ministry Team

Rev. Tom Corum, Directing Pastor                     tcorum@champaignfumc.org
Rev. Jerry Nichols, Visiting Pastor  
Meredith Garreau, Dir. of Youth, Adult, & Family Ministries
        meredith@champaignfumc.org
Barbara Zachow, Dir. of Music & Worship                   bzachow@comcast.net
John Rear, Interim Business Manager         
Emily Hortin, Business Office Assistant
Laura Hendricksen, Child Care Ctr. Dir.    lhendricksen@champaignfumc.org
Sharon Johnson, Administrative Ass’t              sjohnson@champaignfumc.org
Bonnie Berner, Dir. of Communications            bberner@champaignfumc.org
Ray Wiggs, Organist                        rewiggs@gmail.com 
Mara Boehm, ARK Coordinator         peacefuldance@att.net
Jason Mack, Building Manager               jmack@champaignfumc.org
Terry McClellan, Weekday Morning Custodian
Tim Valentine, Weekday Evening Custodian
Scott Ervin, Weekend Custodian

The Messenger is a bi-weekly newsletter for members and friends of 
First United Methodist Church, Champaign, IL. 

 For more information, please call the Church Office at (217) 356-
9078.  Nonmember subscription rate $20.00 per year

(or can be found at no cost at www.champaignfumc.org).

Every Sunday morning:  8:15 a.m.-Coffee Connections; 
9:00 a.m.-Perceptions Worship; 10:00 a.m.-Sunday School (during 
the school year); 11:00 a.m.-Classic Worship.  Child care for infants 
through age 10 is available from 8:45-12:15.

April 8, 2018
2nd Sunday of Easter

Jazz Sunday
9:00 a.m. Perceptions Worship

10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Classic Worship

Sermon:  
“All In:  Connecting”

Scripture:  
Acts 4:32-35; John 20:19-31
Rev. Tom Corum, preaching

April 15, 2018
3rd Sunday of Easter

Our Conference, Our Kids

9:00 a.m. Perceptions Worship
10:00 a.m.  Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Classic Worship

Rev. Janice Griffith, preaching
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210 W Church Street
Champaign IL  61820
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