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The Mission of First United Methodist Church is to:
	 •					CONNECT	people	with	God	and	one	another
	 •					GROW	as	disciples	of	Jesus	Christ
	 •					SERVE	others.

                     September 6, 2017

Charlottesville, Racism, and Our Vows as United Methodist Christians
   I may be slow to say explicitly that I 
was shocked by the events in Char-
lottesville, Virginia, last month.  To 
think that we would witness such a 
blaring demonstration of racial hatred 
in our day baffles my mind.  It also 
breaks my heart.
   Dictionary.com defines racism as 
follows:  1) a belief or doctrine that 
inherent differences among the var-
ious human racial groups determine 
cultural or individual achievement, 
usually involving the idea that one’s 
own race is superior and has the right 
to dominate others or that a particular 
racial group is inferior to the others. 
2) a policy, system of government, 
etc., based upon or fostering such a 
doctrine; discrimination. 3) hatred or 
intolerance of another race or other 
races.
   As a person of Christian faith who 
cares for others, I want to believe the 
word racist would never describe me.  
But as a person educated both by 
the academy and by life, I am aware 
that some of my words, actions, and 
attitudes betray the best that is in 
me.  Furthermore, as a member of a 
racial majority, I know I have taken 
for granted privileges that cannot be 
assumed by all.
   I appreciate the words our District 
Superintendent, the Rev. Angie Lee, 
shared recently with the clergy of the 
Iroquois River District:  “I hope we 
do not fail to see the power dynamic 
among people in history.  I pray we 
may explore ways of speaking about 
God and the effects of sin upon the 
sinned-against in such a way that we 
do justice and bring reconciliation and 
restoration to our community and our 
nation.  The pain, wounds, and scars 
of the sinned-against is not always 
visible, but it affects our core being, 

who we are as a community and as 
a nation.”
   Following the incidents in Char-
lottesville, I encountered numerous 
reminders of the membership vows 
we take as United Methodists, 
particularly the second:  “Do you 
accept the freedom and power God 
gives you to resist evil, injustice, and 
oppression in whatever forms they 
present themselves?”  Our/your/my 
answer is:  “I do.”
   Racism is a clear form of evil, 
injustice, and oppression.  Therefore, 
as Christians and as United Method-
ists, our promise is to reject racism 
categorically.  This is not extra credit 
or an add-on.  The opposition to 
racism in theory and in practice, in 
others and in ourselves, is woven 
into the very fabric of Christian faith.  
Jesus resisted racism in his own 
ministry and life, and the message 
that all people are loved by God and 
are of equal value, regardless of their 
nation or race, is clearly attested to in 
scripture.
   Racism can be subtle.  It can 
be difficult to perceive, especially 
in oneself.  While I wish to state 
unequivocally that the attitude of 
white supremacy demonstrated in 
Charlottesville was wrong, racism 
also is wrong on every level.  It’s 
wrong when it lives in you and it’s 
wrong when it lives in me.  We may 
have our varying political views and 
ideologies.  We may not all agree 
on the role or place of statues and 
monuments that point to our nation’s 
history of racism.  But as Christian 
disciples and United Methodists, it 
is our vow to declare in word and in 
deed that racism is wrong.  That is 
true when current events shed light 

on it, but it is also a word for every 
day and all times.
   St. Paul’s words to the Church at 
Rome (12:9-18, 21) have played a 
prominent role in my thinking over 
recent weeks and have served as the 
benediction on two Sundays and the 
scriptural focus on another:
    
“Let love be genuine; hate what is 
evil, hold fast to what is good; love 
one another with mutual affection; 
outdo one another in showing honor. 
Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, 
serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be 
patient in suffering, persevere in 
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the 
saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
Bless those who persecute you; bless 
and do not curse them. Rejoice with 
those who rejoice, weep with those 
who weep. Live in harmony with one 
another; do not be haughty, but as-
sociate with the lowly; do not claim to 
be wiser than you are. Do not repay 
anyone evil for evil, but take thought 
for what is noble in the sight of all. If 
it is possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all…Do not 
be overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil with good.”

   Again, these words are not extra 
credit.  They are fundamental to what 
it means to be a Christian.  They are 
not always easy to put into practice.  
No one ever said they would be.  But 
what if every Christian did?  What if 
you and I did?  What if we worked a 
little harder at it?  What if?

With Hope,
Rev. Tom Corum
Directing Pastor 
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Stock the Food Pantry Early & Often

First United Methodist Church members are encour-
aged to bring non-perishable items to the church on 
the first Sunday of each month to stock our food pantry. 
These items are used by the volunteers to provide food 
for the families in need. 

Especially needed are:  jelly, pepper, ketchup, juice, 
spaghetti, canned chicken, and canned beef stew.  Of 
course, monetary donations are always appreciated. 

SAVE THE DATE: OCTObER 8, 2017

Champaign-Urbana CROP WALK

This year’s event will be a TRIBUTE to and in 
MEMORY of JAN ANDERSON, 

long-serving coordinator for FUMC.

Check out the CROP WALK WEBSITE: 
cu-cropwalk.org

AND the CROP WALK FACEBOOK Page

Stay tuned for more information.

Judy & Larry Johnson        FUMC Coordinators

Checks can be made payable to FUMC with 
“Advance #901670, Texas Storms,” on the memo line and 

sent or delivered to the church office.
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Please join us for Rally Day on September 10! 

There will be one combined service that day at 
10:00 a.m. 

Following the service there will be a bounce house
and games in West Side Park and 

a Pot-Luck Picnic Lunch at 11:30 a.m.  
Please bring a side, salad, or dessert.

RALLy DAy!

Soup Time!

It’s time to once again help FUMC help TIMES 
Center by making soup with which to feed their hun-
gry folks.  Buckets will be available in the Resource 
Room.  So collect your ingredients and start cooking!  
Prepare your choice of soup (vegetable, bean, lentil, 
chicken, noodle/rice, chili, etc. - just NO milk-based 
varieties.)  Label the buckets with date prepared 
and kind of soup, then place them in the freezer in 
the lower-level kitchen no later than Saturday, 
September 30.

New Designs for Living (NDFL) Trip

On Wednesday, September 20, NDFL will gather at 
the church at 10:00 a.m. and carpool to Flesor’s Can-
dy Kitchen in Tuscola, IL.  We will take a guided tour 
of the candy making and facilities and have lunch.  
Sign-up will be in Friendship Center on Sundays, 
September 10 and 17.  We should be back to church 
around 2:30 p.m.  Please join us!
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First, Second, and Third Sunday Markets!
October	1					October	8					October	15

Friendship Center - 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Hosted by United Methodist Women

     As United Methodist Women, we pledge annually to mission work that helps improve the lives of women, children, 
and youth globally, nationally, and locally.  Our annual fall fundraiser, along with our personal pledges, enables us to 
fulfill that very important promise.  

Don’t Miss This:  Our Sensational Silent Auction!
     Our Sensational Silent Auction will begin on October 1 at 8:30 a.m. and conclude at 12:30 p.m. on October 15. 
We are excited to announce the following items:
 •   2-hour computer repair, upgrade, or tune-up (Bruce Benson)
 •   2-hour home repair/minor construction work (Pete Beyler)
 •   A small engine repair job (Ron Lyman)
 •   A pair of tickets and a parking pass for up to 6 Illini basketball games (Tim and Sue Bachman)
 •   A family photo shooting of approximately one hour in an outdoor setting (Heather Miller)
 •   An authentic Thai dinner for 6 people (Susan Weber)
 •   A personal airplane ride in a Cessna 172 for up to 3 people (Neil Fotzler)
 •   A 45 minute hot-air balloon ride for 2 people (David and Kathy Reineke)
 •   Six hosta plants of your choice and 2 hours of garden consultation (Mike Weber)
 •   A spring 2018 garden party with hors-d’oeuvres and dessert for 8 people (Barbara Hecker and 
     members of the Bachman Wesley Covenant Group)
 •   A grouping of nature photographs matted and suitable for framing (David Weible)

Seeking Contributions for Themed Gift baskets!
     At each Sunday Market, we plan to offer a maximum of 15 very special themed gift baskets.  We invite every-
one—individuals, families, Wesley Covenant Groups, and Ministry Teams—to put together a collection of items to 
include in a gift basket.  We’d like to focus on these themes:  Inspiration, U of I Sports, Senior Citizens (stamps, 
Word Search, tea), Men’s Interests (e.g. golf, fishing), Spa (e.g. shower, bath, relaxation CD), Cooking (e.g. measur-
ing cups, cookbook).  A detailed list of suggestions will be available soon.
     Once you’ve decided on a theme, gather items and place them in a plastic bag (one bag per gift basket).  Leave 
the bags in the red container that has been placed in the Resource Room no later than 5 p.m. on September 18.  
We’ll decorate the baskets for you!  (By the way, we’d also appreciate contributions of very large, empty baskets!)  
     Finally, on Monday, September 18, from 5 to 7 p.m. in Rooms A, B, and C, all women of the church are invited to 
attend a whirlwind event that we call the Basket Workshop.  In these two hours, we’ll assemble, decorate, label, and 
price gift baskets.  Even if you don't consider yourself to be creative, please join us! 

Attention All Soup Cooks!
     At our Second Sunday Market—Soup for the Soul—October 8, we will sell quarts of our two very popular varieties 
of homemade soup:  Chicken Rice and Beef Vegetable.  We could really use your help with this!  Please stop at the 
UMW Table in Friendship Center on September 17 or 24 to pick up soup recipes, instructions, and quart-size mason 
jars and lids.  Or, if you won’t be around, contact Sharon Johnson (356-9078).

Attention All Cake, Pie, and bread bakers!
     On October 1, First Sunday Market—Manna for Missions—we’ll feature Specialty Cakes!  Some of our most tal-
ented bakers have already agreed to bake such delectable items as Italian Cream Cake, Carrot Cake, Cheesecake, 
and Pineapple Upside Down Cake.  We’d love to have a few more, including some mini-cakes for individuals or small 
families.  If you’d be willing to whip up one of your specialties, we’d really appreciate it! 
     Pies are so popular that we’ve set aside a special day for them:  October 15, Third Sunday Market—The Pie’s the 
Limit!   If you’re willing to bake a pie or two for us, please let us know.  Contact Anne McKenney (356-4728; arocky-
mac@aol.com ) Or, sign up at the UMW Table on September 17 or 24.  You can also pick up a pie or cake carrying 
container at that time.  
     And for those of you who bake cookies, cranberry bread, and other yummy baked treats, we welcome your contri-
butions as well!  We’d love to have a variety of “other” baked goods to sell along with our pies on October 15.   Thank 
you, FUMC Bakers!

Look for us in Friendship Center on October 1, 8, and 15!
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All women
of the church 

are invited to attend

A SPECIAL PROGRAM 
HOSTED by 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

stories from 

the empty tomb
 

Wednesday, September 6, 1:30 p.m.
Friendship Center North

Our Guest Speaker:  bonni beckett

Helping Coordinator
for empty tomb

A free will offering will be taken 
to benefit empty tomb.

Please join us for an afternoon of
inspiration and fellowship!

Mark your Calendar

Our church’s workday at Midwest Mission Distribu-
tion Center is Thursday, October 19.  We leave at 
7 a.m. and return by 5:30 p.m.  It will be a produc-
tive day of service and fellowship.  There will be an 
opportunity to sign up on Sundays, October 1, 8, and 
15.

To Our Guests and Visitors . . .

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Cham-
paign.  We are honored that you have chosen to 
worship with us, and we invite you to visit the Hospi-
tality desk in the Friendship Center, adjacent to the 
Sanctuary.  Or you can visit us on our website, 
www.champaignfumc.org, to learn more about the 
many opportunities for worship, study, fellowship, 
and service available through the ministries of our 
congregation.

How do I become a member…?
If you are considering membership in the congrega-
tion of First United Methodist Church, you are invited 
to attend an orientation group:  “Connecting@First.” 
This is an opportunity to learn more about the minis-
tries of the Church. 

If you would like to register for the next group, 
please contact Sharon Johnson, Administrative 
Assistant to the Directing Pastor, sjohnson@cham-
paignfumc.org, or 356-9078.

Diana Williams is transferring her membership 
from First United Methodist Church in Urbana.  
She owns Williams Business Interiors & Ap-
praisals (Art & Antiques) and is married to Bill.  
Her hobbies include reading, antiques, and art.  
She is interested in United Methodist Women. 



youth News
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Coming Events:

Sunday, September 10, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. - First 
youth Group of the School year!!!!!

Sunday, September 24, 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. - youth 
Group Scavenger Hunt - We’ll be meeting one hour ear-
lier (so that we aren’t outside when it’s dark) on the 24th 
to have a scavenger hunt in downtown Champaign!  We’ll 
have dinner together (like regular youth group), then see 
which team can complete the hunt first!

Tuesday, September 26, 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. - Middle 
School Dinner at Meredith’s - All the middle schoolers 
are invited to dinner at Meredith’s house (306 W. Columbia 
Ave, Apt. 1, Champaign)!  We’ll eat, get to know each other 
better, and have fun!  RSVP by calling or texting 217-369-
1841 by September 24!

Sunday, October 1, 4:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. - Hardy’s 
Reindeer Ranch! - We’re heading out to Hardy’s Reindeer 
Ranch!  Come participate in the hayride, cookout, maze, 
and go karts!  Cost is $10 a person.  We will meet at the 
church at 4:30 p.m. and arrive back at the church at 8:30 
p.m.  If you would like to join us as a parent volunteer, we 
would also love to have you at this event.  Please let me 
know if you will be attending by Monday, September 25, so 
that I can have an accurate headcount for Hardy’s!

Sunday, October 8, 2:00 p.m.- The CROP Walk - Help us 
fight hunger locally and worldwide by raising money and 
participating in this year’s CROP Walk! 

Tuesday, October 10, 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.- High School 
Dinner at Meredith’s - All the high schoolers are invited 
to dinner at Meredith’s house (306 W. Columbia Ave, Apt. 
1, Champaign)!  We’ll eat, get to know each other better, 
and have fun!  RSVP by calling or texting 217-369-1841 by 
October 8!

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.- High School bible 
Study - Our high school Bible study meets on Wednes-
days at Panera on Kirby from 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.!  Study 
the Bible and grab dinner while you get to spend time with 
friends! 

Sundays, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. - youth Group - Our 
middle school and high school youth meet every Sunday 
evening at the church!  Come join us for an evening of 
activities, fellowship, and fun!  We meet in the youth room 
and dinner is provided.

It's always a bittersweet experience as a new 
Youth Group year starts.  We've welcomed 
our incoming 6th graders, but we also had to 
say goodbye to our graduated seniors - now 
college freshmen!!!  Even though this can be 
sad, there are still opportunities to spend time 
with them.  Maybe it's grabbing lunch with 
one of the out-of-town college students when 
they're home for winter break.  Or maybe it's 
having the in-town students stop by when 
they finish class just to talk.  Even though it 
might seem counterintuitive, youth ministry 
doesn't start with 6th grade and end with 12th 
grade.  Youth ministry is fostering relation-
ships and getting to know the kids in your 
midst - even when they aren't exactly "kids" 
anymore!  Now if you excuse me, it's time 
to hear a former youth tell me about his first 
week at college. 

Meredith

meredith@champaignfumc.org



       

FUMC is seeking to fill several vacancies as soon 
as possible in the ARK (Accepting Responsibility for 
Kids) Ministry staff.  Primary duties under the direc-
tion of the ARK Coordinator, and in her/his absence 
the Director of Youth, Adult, and Family Ministries 
include, but are not limited to:

1) 3 or more Sundays per month (8:15 a.m. - 12:15 
p.m.) providing child care for preschool children 
through elementary age children
2) Lead or assist other ARK staff in activities for the 
children in the care of ARK
3) Attend "Children's Moments" during 9 a.m. Per-
ceptions and 11 a.m. Classic worship services in the 
sanctuary with children in the care of ARK
4) Suggest and/or contribute, in consultation with 
ARK Coordinator (in her/his absence the Director of 
Youth, Adult, and Family Ministries), age-appropriate 
activities for children in the care of ARK.

Required education, knowledge, skills, and abilities 
include but are not limited to:

1) Experience in child care provision required with a 
minimum of a high school diploma. College credit or 
Undergraduate degree in this area a plus.
2) Exhibiting Christ-like patience and love for chil-
dren in the care of ARK.
3) Moral Standards and ethics as represented by 
and in keeping with the Christian ideas.
4) Strong interpersonal skills.
5) Excellent personal demeanor.
6) Excellent attendance and punctuality.

Salary $9.00 per hour

Inquiries or applications (cover letter, résumé, three 
references with contact information) can be sent to 
sprc@champaignfumc.org.

ARK Staff Vacancies FUMC Part-Time Positions
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First United Methodist Church of Champaign, IL, 
where connecting, growing, and serving are a way of 
life, seeks applicants for two part-time positions. The 
positions could be combined:

DIRECTOR OF LAY MINISTRIES:  The Director of 
Lay Ministries will help people become involved in 
ministry by assisting newcomers, members, and 
constituents in identifying, developing, and em-
ploying their spiritual gifts. S/he will foster synergy 
among ministries by serving as staff liaison and 
providing leadership to various ministry teams.  
Requirements include strong Christian faith, college 
degree or equivalent work-related experience, and 
ability to work in a team environment.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH DIRECTOR:  The 
Director of Community Outreach, a self-starter and 
innovator, will lead in telling the story of First United 
Methodist Church to the community by translating 
the vision for outreach into community outreach 
ministry plans that support the church’s mission and 
vision.  Requirements include strong Christian faith, 
college degree or equivalent work-related experi-
ence, and ability to seek out and partner with com-
munity agencies. 

Send letter of introduction, résumé, and three refer-
ences by September 15 to:  sprc@champaignfumc.
org.
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Champaign First United Methodist Church 
Report of Good Samaritan Fund 

January 1 through August 29, 2017 

     
   Dollars  

People 
Helped 

   $  % # # 
Lodging  $        44.00  1.3% 1 1.6% 
Medical-nutrition  $        46.96  1.4% 2 3.3% 
Power  $  2,123.67  64.8% 38 62.3% 
Telephone  $        55.88  1.7% 2 3.3% 
Transportation  $     333.10  10.2% 9 14.8% 
Water  $     304.25  9.3% 6 9.8% 

Other  $     370.00  11.3% 3 4.9% 
Total  $  3,277.86  100.0% 61 100.0% 

 

Our Good Samaritan Fund

Champaign First UMC
Operating Fund Report 

August 31, 2017
Gifts & Income  $513,069
Expenses   $484,019
Net     $29,050
 
Thank you for your financial support of the ministries 

of Champaign FUMC.
 
John Jones     Neil Fotzler 
Business Manager Treasurer 

 As a downtown church, First UMC often receives 
requests from people needing help with utilities, medicine, 
and transportation.  We have a “Good Samaritan” Fund 
that is available to help meet these needs.
 When possible, we encourage partnerships with 
other churches.  Several other downtown churches work 
with us in these partnerships.  We generally provide assis-
tance up to $50.00 per person in need every six months.
 Gifts from members provide most of the funding for 
this outreach ministry.  There is a small distribution from 
the Foundation of approximately $30 per month.  The Lo-
cal Outreach operating budget will contribute $600 for this 
year.  The Chili Cook-Off fundraiser raised $636 for this 
year.
 The chart below indicates the types, amounts, 
and numbers of assistance given to people from January 
1 through August 28, 2017.  In 2016, 84 individuals were 
helped with assistance of $5,433.  In 2015, 59 people were 
helped with assistance of $3,339.

 Thanks to your support of this outreach ministry, 
First UMC is growing as disciples as we connect and 
serve those in need. 
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Thank you from Missionary Connie Wieck

Dear First UMC Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As I pack my belongings, getting ready to return to China, I had to take out a little time in my schedule to say 
how much I enjoyed our time together for the morning gathering on Saturday, August 19.  What a great crowd!  
What made it truly rewarding was to have that extra time with all of you where we could eat and have more 
time to talk.  So many of you asked excellent questions about my time in China as an English language teach-
er for the Amity Foundation, our United Methodist partner organization in China. 

Just a reminder:  the Amity Foundation is a non-governmental service organization, started by Chinese Chris-
tians, that helps Chinese people in many areas of development, such as rural development, medicine, edu-
cation, disaster relief and even the building of institutional facilities for the physically challenged, orphans, the 
elderly and church-run products.  Amity is a UM Advance Special, with one Advance being for the printing of 
Bibles in China through the Amity Printing Press, located in Nanjing.  This is the largest printing press in the 
world for Bibles.  Since 1988, Bibles in Chinese have been printed for the Chinese Christian population.  At 
present, 160 million Bibles have come off the presses for use in China.

I have been sent by the United Methodist General Board to work in the education division of Amity as a col-
lege English language teacher.  My placement is in Luzhou (loo-joe), a city of five million, located in Sichuan 
Province.  Aside from teaching, I also attend church at the Protestant Church of Luzhou, built in 1913 and filled 
with vibrant church goers who are led under the leadership of Pastor Liao and her husband, Zhang.  Both 
attended seminary and have even traveled to America as guests of the United Methodist Church and other US 
denominations.  

Some of you were surprised at my ability to participate in anything the church has to offer, from singing in the 
choir to attending Bible studies and also openly worshiping with my Chinese congregation.  Also surprising to 
some of you was that I invite non-believers to church.  Under Chinese law, foreigners are not allowed to con-
vert non-believers to their religion.  If I were Buddhist or Muslim, I would also not be allowed to convert others.  
Chinese convert to Chinese, which is perfectly legal, but not a foreigner converting a Chinese person to his 
or her particular faith.   However, I can invite others to church and allow my Chinese Christian friends to do 
the rest.  The Chinese Christians are very warm and welcoming to newcomers.  Many times, my introduction 
to the Chinese church community has led others to be baptized as Christians into the Chinese Church.  My 
Chinese friends who have positive experiences with the Christian community come to realize that the Chinese 
Christian church is a welcoming place made up of loving, caring people. They learn that they can turn to that 
community in times of stress and troubles for help. Chinese Christians are a witness to the teachings of Jesus.  
I am so blessed to be able to be part of this community of believers.

Partnering in this way with others in the country who are very strong Christians is such a joy and a blessing.  

I want to especially thank you for the generous monetary gift donations which have already been put to won-
derful use.  I have mailed myself two boxes already, filled with things for the school year.  I was able to pur-
chase several small games for the new English resource center and also to buy a few special items for the 
students.  It's always fun to have things arrive from America and these will certainly be put to great use.  

Thank you so much for your support over the many years.  It is always such a joy to return and share positive 
news from China with all of you.  

Until next time, I send you many blessings and God's "I" (love),

Connie Wieck



October 1-15, 2017

Congregational Life of FUMC

GOING INTO THE HOSPITAL?
If you are scheduled by your 

physician to be hospitalized, please 
indicate “Champaign First United 
Methodist Church” on your admission 
form.

Privacy guidelines will not allow 
hospitals to notify the Church without 
your permission.  If you can, call us be-
fore you are admitted, or have a family 
member or friend let us know.  

We don’t want to miss you when 
we visit.        
     Rev. Tom & Rev. Jerry

Hospitalized in the past two 
weeks:  Lauren Brademas, 
Margrete Ekstam, Sylvia Herzog, 
Edwin McCartney, and Brenda 
Stanberry.

      Hospital Report

NEXT 
Messenger Deadline,

September 14, 2017
published on September 20

     Articles may be submitted by  
e-mail to:  

 bberner@champaignfumc.org
or brought to the Church. 

3 Joe & Lauren Duncan
6 Stan & Jennifer Olson
7 Chris & Gwen Uppinghouse
11 Todd & Elizabeth Boehm
13 Jim & Lori Palmer
14 Dike & Roxanne Stirrett
15 Howie & Jeanne Kemper

1 Dan Carlier
1 Harriette Clinebell
1 Benjamin Corum
2 Bob Atkins
2 Pamela Christman
2 Larry Fredrickson
3 Kelli Kemper
3 Ginny Menzer
3 Rachel Tshomba
5 Brandon Kauffmann
6 Emily Hershenson
7 Rita Gentry-McCartney
8 Edna Spear

9 Donna Jones
9 Arika Sides
9 Christine Stover
9 Kari Wietzke
10 Grace Chrisman
10 Edwin McCartney
11 Hannah Burgener
11 Susan Butt
12 Jordan Bargmann
13 Carolyn Kelley
14 Amy Shreve
14 Michael Thompson
15 Rachel Berner
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If you have a need for 
prayer, please call the 
Church Office at 356-9078.

Do yOU need a ride
to 11:00 Sunday Morning

Worship Service?

We want you here to 
worship!!  Call 352-6943, 
and let Al Boehm know of 
your need.  He will be happy 
to assist you.

“Becoming who you were 
born to be is not only the 
greatest thing you can do 
for yourself; it’s also the 
greatest thing you can do 
for humanity.”

JOHN R. WOOD
Taken from Ordinary Lives, 
Extraordinary Mission



       

Church Calendar 

Congregational Life of FUMC

 Worship Attendance

Sunday, August 27, 2017
   9:00...........................65
 11:00.........................107
         Total.................172

Sunday, September 3, 2017
   9:00...........................70
 11:00.........................128
         Total.................198

Thursday, September 7
8:00 Quilters
10:00 Minds in Motion
6:30 Christian Formation Team
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team
7:00 Wrapped in His Love

Saturday, September 9
6:00 Youth Illini Football Game

Sunday, September 10
Rally Day
10:00 Worship Service
11:00 Rally Day Activities
11:30 Pot-Luck Picnic Lunch
3:00 WCG (Wesley Covenant
 Group) Leaders
4:00 Kids Choir
4:30 LIFT (Leading In Faith
 Together)
5:00 Youth Music
6:00 Jones/Corum WCG
6:00 Youth Group Kick-Off

Monday, September 11
8:00 Quilters
1:00 Goller WCG
6:00 National/Global Missions
7:00 Choral Union
7:00 Staff-Parish Relations
 Committee

Tuesday, September 12
10:30 Staff Meeting
11:45 WCG Leadership Team
1:30 Moore WCG
5:00 Nominations Committee
6:00 Chancel Ringers
7:00 Bachman WCG
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1

Wednesday, September 13
1:30 NDFL Committee
6:30 Beyler WCG
6:30 High School Bible Study
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00 Mattingly WCG
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

Thursday, September 21
8:00 Quilters
10:00 Minds in Motion
5:00 Fellowship Committee
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team
7:00 Wrapped in His Love

Sunday, September 24
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
9:55 Walters/Lyman/Doll WCG
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Classic Worship
3:00 WCG Leaders
4:00 Kids Choir
4:00 Youth Music
5:00 Youth Scavenger Hunt
6:00 Jones/Corum WCG

Monday, September 25
8:00 Quilters
1:00 Goller WCG
6:30 Austin’s Place Steering
 Committee
7:00 Choral Union

Tuesday, September 26
10:30 Staff Meeting
11:45 WCG Leadership Team
1:30 Moore WCG
5:00 Nominations Committee
6:00 Chancel Ringers
6:00 Middle School Dinner
6:15 Consecration Sun. Meeting
7:00 Bachman WCG
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1
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Thursday, September 14
8:00 Quilters
8:30 Messenger Deadline
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team

Friday, September 15
1:30 Memorials & Gifts
 Committee

Saturday, September 16
7:30 Iroquois River District

Sunday, September 17
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
9:55 Walters/Lyman/Doll WCG
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Classic Worship
3:00 WCG Leaders
4:00 Kids Choir
5:00 Youth Music
6:00 Jones/Corum WCG
6:00 Youth Group

Monday, September 18
8:00 Quilters
1:00 Goller WCG
5:00 Sarah Circle
5:15 Board of Trustees
7:00 Choral Union

Tuesday, September 19
9:30 Program Staff Meeting
11:45 WCG Leadership Team
1:30 Moore WCG
5:00 Nominations Committee
6:00 Chancel Ringers
7:00 Bachman WCG
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1

Wednesday, September 20
8:30 Messenger Assembly
10:00 NDFL Trip
6:30 Beyler WCG
6:30 High School Bible Study
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00 Mattingly WCG
7:30 Venturing Crew 1



First United Methodist Church Ministry Team

Rev. Tom Corum, Directing Pastor                     tcorum@champaignfumc.org
Rev. Jerry Nichols, Visiting Pastor  jgnlikesww2airplanes@yahoo.com 
Meredith Garreau, Dir. of Youth, Adult, & Family Ministries
        meredith@champaignfumc.org
Barbara Zachow, Dir. of Music & Worship                   bzachow@comcast.net
John Jones, Business Manager           jjones@champaignfumc.org
Emily Hortin, Business Office Assistant
Laura Hendricksen, Child Care Ctr. Dir.    lhendricksen@champaignfumc.org
Sharon Johnson, Administrative Ass’t              sjohnson@champaignfumc.org
Bonnie Berner, Dir. of Communications            bberner@champaignfumc.org
Ray Wiggs, Organist                        rewiggs@gmail.com 
Mara Boehm, ARK Coordinator         peacefuldance@att.net
Jason Mack, Building Manager               jmack@champaignfumc.org
Terry McClellan, Weekday Morning Custodian
Tim Valentine, Weekday Evening Custodian
Scott Ervin, Weekend Custodian

The Messenger is a bi-weekly newsletter for members and friends of 
First United Methodist Church, Champaign, IL. 

 For more information, please call the Church Office at (217) 356-
9078.  Nonmember subscription rate $20.00 per year

(or can be found at no cost at www.champaignfumc.org).

Every Sunday morning:  8:15 a.m.-Coffee Connections; 
9:00 a.m.-Perceptions Worship; 10:00 a.m.-Sunday School (during 
the school year); 11:00 a.m.-Classic Worship.  Child care for infants 
through age 10 is available from 8:45-12:15.

September 10, 2017
14th Sunday after Pentecost

Rally Day
10:00 a.m. Worship Service

11:00 a.m. Rally Day Activities
11:30 a.m. Pot-Luck Picnic Lunch

Sermon:  
“How to Get Along with Other People”

Scripture:
Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20

Rev. Tom Corum, preaching

September 17, 2017
15th Sunday after Pentecost

9:00 a.m. Perceptions Worship
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Classic Worship

Sermon:  
“Why Do You Judge?  Why Do You Despise?”

Scripture:
Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35

Rev. Tom Corum, preaching
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