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Messenger

The Mission of First United Methodist Church is to:
	 •					CONNECT	people	with	God	and	one	another
	 •					GROW	as	disciples	of	Jesus	Christ
	 •					SERVE	others.

                           July 26, 2017

Weird(?) Dreams
   When this issue of The Mes-
senger lands in your inbox or your 
mailbox, I will be at East Bay for 
the 40th annual Baby Fold Camp.  
For those of you just tuning in, the 
Baby Fold Camp is a weeklong 
camp experience affording United 
Methodist high school students 
from throughout the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference the opportuni-
ty to work with children from The 
Baby Fold in Normal, IL, who have 
severe behavioral and emotional 
disorders.
   My involvement with the camp 
began in 1980 when I was invited 
to attend as a high school camp-
er.  In 1989 I returned as an adult 
counselor, and in 2000 I became 
the dean of the camp.  All totaled, 
this will be my 32nd Baby Fold 
Camp.  My wife Stephanie attends 
as an adult counselor, and Lauren 
Brademas and Ethan Simmons 
from FUMC will attend this year as 
high school campers.
   I am susceptible to stress 
dreams about camp.  They can 
happen any time during the year, 
even at Christmas time, though 
they tend to ramp up a little the 
closer the calendar comes to the 
start of camp.  The best I can tell, 
there are three dreams.
   The first and most frequent is 
that it is late afternoon on the first 
day of camp, Saturday, and I have 
given absolutely no thought to my 
campfire message, which is to be 
delivered during the 9:00 p.m. 

hour.  Weddings and campfire 
messages are the only messages 
I preach without a written manu-
script or notes, so there is some 
added pressure compared to 
Sunday mornings.
   The second dream is that 
Thursday or Friday morning has 
rolled around and I haven’t taken 
the time to walk around and inter-
act with the groups of high school-
ers and kids during the four hours 
of daily activity.  I have no clue 
what I have been doing during 
that time if not visiting the groups, 
but our high school campers and 
their adult counselors are spend-
ing that time participating with the 
children in activities that include 
swimming, fishing, arts and crafts, 
nature, games, and music.  If 
I’m really going to be in charge, I 
think they deserve for me to come 
around now and then to offer a 
word of affirmation and even play 
along.
   The third dream is that it’s the 
last day of camp, Friday, and 
I haven’t had any fun with the 
adult counselors.  That’s right.  I 
couldn’t ask for a better counsel-
ing staff than the four who will be 
with me this year.  We’ve been 
working together for a long time 
and we are great friends.  We 
laugh and kid around and act silly 
whenever we get the chance, not 
the least frequently after 10:30 or 
so at night when the campers are 
supposed to be settling into bed.  

Spending the week with these 
four is something I look forward to 
every year.
   So, I was thinking about these 
three dreams and what they 
represent, and the possibility 
that they might just represent a 
well-rounded life:  1) Always be 
ready to share an encouraging 
word that reflects the love of God 
in Jesus Christ toward us.  2) 
Don’t get too busy doing other 
things to pay attention to life, and 
especially to those who are doing 
good and serving others.  Join 
them whenever you can.  3) En-
joy the people you love and have 
fun with them, even if you have to 
stay up a little later to do it.  Your 
friends are a gift from God.
   I don’t always enjoy these 
stress dreams, but I’m lucky to be 
able to learn a lesson or two from 
them.  Do you think your dreams 
might be speaking to you about 
your life?

Yours in Christ,
Rev. Tom Corum
Directing Pastor

P.S.  I know as United Method-
ists you are required to allow me 
this week every year to lead a 
church camp, but let me take this 
opportunity to thank you for that.  
You’re the best!
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Wesley Covenant Groups
Begin the Week of September 10

Wesley Covenant Groups will begin meeting the 
week of September 10 and continue through the 
week of October 15.  Small groups are offered 
throughout the week at a variety of day and evening 
times.  

We're excited to introduce a 6-week study of 1 and 
2 Corinthians where we will be immersed in the 
Scriptures.  Paul is the author who writes about 
the church as the unified body of Christ, honoring 
God within our human relationships and love as 
the greatest gift of all.  As you engage in the study 
of these scriptures, you will be encouraged to think 
about your life with its struggles and joys and con-
sider what God is saying to you.  In review of the 
study each week, you will reflect on what you have 
discovered and how you can begin to practice it in 
your daily life.  

Registration will be available on the FUMC website 
and held Sundays August 13, 20, and 27, in Friend-
ship Center.  Books will be ordered for those who 
register during the three-week period.

“Focus on your mission and you will
come to see the struggles of life

not as a burden but as an
integral part of the process.

JOHN R. WOOD
Taken from Ordinary Lives, Extraordinary 
Mission

School Backpacks for 
empty tomb Kids

It’s backpack time again - time to put smiles on the 
faces of the elementary-school kids of the community 
who need our help to start school with a backpack 
filled with all the necessary supplies.  These kids 
signed up at empty tomb on July 18, and the back-
packs will be distributed to them at empty tomb on 
August 3.  It is expected that we at FUMC will supply 
at least 50 of these filled backpacks.  So, now is the 
time to start shopping.  

A list of the needed supplies follows.  Please bring 
the supplies to the Church and place them in the 
orange tub in the Resource Room.  Of course, if 
shopping is not your favorite thing to do, we will be 
happy to accept your monetary donation and do the 
shopping for you.  Checks should be made payable 
to FUMC with Backpack written on the memo line.  
The filled backpacks will be blessed at both worship 
services on July 30.

This is a most worthy effort, and, as always, your 
most generous support is so very much appreciated 
by the kids, empty tomb, and your Local Outreach 
Ministry.  

Thank you ever so much for all you do.
         Local Outreach Ministry
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Supply list for Elementary-School Kids:
 Backpack for boy or girl in any color or 
    pattern (sizes can vary to accommodate 
    kindergartners thru 5th graders)
 6 pencils (No. 2)
 1 box of colored pencils
 1 box of washable markers (Crayola)
 6 glue sticks
 1 bottle of Elmer’s Glue (4 ounce)
 1 pair of scissors (blunt tips)
 1 - 24-count Crayola crayons
 1 pencil box or bag
 5 - 3-prong folders
 1 box tissue (rectangular)
 1 pair inexpensive earbuds (can be found at
    Dollar Tree)
 1 hand sanitizer (4-8 ounce)
 4 pink erasers
 1 ruler (not bendable)
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To Our Guests and Visitors . . .
Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Champaign.  We are honored that you have chosen to worship 
with us, and we invite you to visit the Hospitality desk in the Friendship Center, adjacent to the Sanctuary.  Or 
you can visit us on our website, www.champaignfumc.org, to learn more about the many opportunities for 
worship, study, fellowship, and service available through the ministries of our congregation.

How do I become a member…?

If you are considering membership in the congregation of First United Methodist Church, you are invited to 
attend an orientation group:  “Connecting@First.” This is an opportunity to learn more about the ministries of 
the Church. 

If you would like to register for the next group, please contact Sharon Johnson, Administrative Assistant to the 
Directing Pastor, sjohnson@champaignfumc.org, or 356-9078.

First, Second, and Third Sunday Markets!
New UMW Bazaar Concept Takes Shape!

What Are the Dates to Remember?
Our First, Second, and Third Sunday Markets will 
take place on three successive Sunday mornings in 
October:

    October 1    October 8    October 15

Where and When on Those Dates? 

8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in Friendship Center

Will There Be Gift Baskets? 
Yes!  There will be gift baskets!  We plan to sell a 
limited number of very special, themed gift baskets—
Only 15 on each Sunday.  

Will There Be Baked Goods for Sale?
Oh my, yes!  We will definitely sell baked goods!  
Let’s start with First Sunday Market:  Manna for Mis-
sions!—October 1.  On this Sunday morning, we will 
sell a variety of quick breads, coffee cakes, cookies, 
and Specialty Cakes!  Featured on that Sunday will 
be 12 cakes made by our most talented bakers.  
Think carrot cake, Italian cream cake, and Black 
Forest cherry cake and you’ll get the picture!

What about Pies?!
Who can forget about pies?  Our homemade pies 
have been so popular in the past that we have set 
aside a special day for them.  We’ll sell pies—large 
and small—on October 15, Third Sunday Market: 
The Pie’s the Limit!  

Will There Be Homemade Soup?
Yes!  We will make and sell quart jars of two variet-
ies of soup:  Chicken Rice and Beef Vegetable.  The 
homemade soup will be sold ONLY at the Second 
Sunday Market:  Soup for the Soul, October 8!  And, 
as an added bonus:  We will sell our Soon-to-be-
Famous Cheese Balls on that Sunday! 

Will There Be a Silent Auction? 
Yes!  There will be a Silent Auction!  It will begin on 
October 1 at 8:30 a.m. and conclude at 12:30 p.m. 
on October 15.  As of now, our silent auction items 
include a balloon ride, a Thai dinner, framed nature 
photographs, computer repair/tech help, home repair, 
small engine repair, an airplane ride, and a basket of 
selected items from Checkered Moon!  If you have 
a special talent (music, cooking, auto detailing, art, 
sewing, home décor advising) that you would be 
willing to donate, please contact Sue Bachman (359-
4390; susanbachman@hotmail.com).

So, Why Do United Methodist Women Hold 
Fundraisers?
As United Methodist Women, we pledge annually to 
mission work that helps improve the lives of women, 
children, and youth globally, nationally, and locally.  
Our annual fall fundraiser along with our personal 
pledges enables us to fulfill that very important prom-
ise.
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Calling All Sewers - for Projects
for Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center!!!

You may help by sewing any of the following three 
projects:
1.  One strap handle school bags for Haiti.
2.  Children’s hospital gowns (they resemble simple 
play clothes) for “Grace Children’s Hospital”, Port-a-
Prince, Haiti.
3.  Receiving blankets, 28” x 28” to 32” x 32”, – for 
layette kits, (one layer flannel or woven cotton), (no 
thermal, fleece or crib blankets).

Or you may choose to provide items for sewing kits:
- Three continuous yards of cotton or (cotton-blend), 
uncut and unwashed fabric (44” – 45” width) (no 
patriotic, religious, camouflage or military patterned 
fabric)
- One spool of thread – (medium to large spool), 
(match or coordinate with fabric).
- Five to eight matching buttons (not small shirt size) 
in original package or fastened together (to compli-
ment fabric).

If you are interested in any of these projects, please 
phone Bernie Chamberlain at 217-398-5974.  Pat-
terns are available.  

We will bring these finished sewing projects to 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center on our church’s 
work day, Thursday, October 19.

Thank you for your help.

  National/Global Missions
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2017 Flower Calendar

Thank you for your generous gift of flowers for our 
Sunday worship services.  If you would like to assist 
in providing flowers, please sign up on the flower 
calendar for 2017 on the bulletin board across from 
the Church Office.

Thank you, 
Teryl Pigott
217-621-2744
terylpigott@gmail.com

Stock the Food Pantry Early & Often

First United Methodist Church members are encour-
aged to bring non-perishable items to the church 
on the first Sunday of each month to stock our food 
pantry. These items are used by the volunteers to 
provide food for the families in need. 

Especially needed are:  mustard, peanut butter, jelly, 
beef stew, pork & beans, Jello, soup, bar soap, laun-
dry detergent, and dishwashing soap.  Of course, 
monetary donations are always appreciated. 

Do YOU need a ride
to 11:00 Sunday Morning

Worship Service?

We want you here to worship!!  Call 352-
6943, and let Al Boehm know of your need.  
He will be happy to assist you.

Brunch with Connie Wieck

10:00 a.m.
Saturday, August 19
in Friendship Center

Connie is a United Methodist Global Ministries 
missionary serving with Amity Foundation in 
China.  She will share of her experiences as 
an English teacher at Luzhou Vocational and 
Technical College.

This will be a kid friendly event.  

You may sign up to attend in Friendship Cen-
ter on the Sunday mornings of August 6 and 
13 or by calling the church office after August 
6.

Come join us for fun, food, fellowship, and 
faith sharing!
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Youth Coming Events

Wednesday, August 2, 2:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.- Pool 
Day at Sholem - On August 2, we’re going swim-
ming at Sholem!  Meet at the church at 2:00 p.m.  
We’ll drive over to Sholem to swim!  Bring $5 for 
admission and proof of residency if you are a Cham-
paign resident ($7 if you are not).  We’ll be back at 
the church at 5:30 p.m.!

Friday, August 11, 3:00 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.- Middle 
School Bible Study and Ice Cream in the Park - 
Meet at the church at 3:00 on August 11!  We’ll drive 
over to grab ice cream at Custard Cup and then 
head across the street to Hessel Park for a Bible 
Study!  Afterwards, we’ll hang out in the park!  Bring 
a few dollars for ice cream and a Bible!

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.- High School 
Bible Study - Our high school Bible study meets on 
Wednesdays at Panera on Kirby from 6:30 p.m. - 
7:30 p.m.!  Study the Bible and grab dinner while you 
get to spend time with friends! 

FUMC Part-Time Positions

First United Methodist Church of Champaign, IL, 
seeks applicants for two part-time positions.  The 
positions could be combined:

Director of Lay Ministries-- The Director of Lay 
Ministries will assist newcomers, members, and 
constituents in identifying, developing, and employ-
ing their spiritual gifts and will serve as staff liaison 
and provide leadership to various ministry teams.  
Requirements include strong Christian faith, college 
degree or equivalent work-related experience, and 
ability to work in a team environment.

Director of Church and Community Relations-- 
The Director of Church and Community Relations 
will assist in telling the story of First United Methodist 
Church to the community through developing com-
munity partnerships and outreach opportunities. 
S/he will create community outreach ministry plans 
that support the church's mission and vision.  Re-
quirements include strong Christian faith, college 
degree or equivalent work-related experience, and 
ability to seek out and partner with other agencies in 
the community.

Send letter of introduction, resume, and three refer-
ences to:  sprc@champaignfumc.org.

Save the Date
Who’s in Charge Conference

Hosted by
the Mansfield United Methodist Church
(201 E Illinois St, Mansfield IL  61854)

August 12, 2017
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

This event is for girls grades 6-12 and their 
female ministry leaders and moms.  A day at 
Who’s in Charge will feature keynote speaker, 
Sue Busler, from Troy, IL.

For more information or to RSVP, please con-
tact Kylee Beck at 217-489-5691 or by email at 
umcmansfield@gmail.com.
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Trip to Israel
by Urbana Theological Seminary

Dr Ken Cuffey, Professor of Biblical Studies at 
the Urbana Theological Seminary, is leading a 
group tour to Israel over spring break, March 
15-24, 2018. The trip will focus on Reading the 
Bible in Real-Life Context, Geography, History, 
Archaeology, & Theology of Israel.  In addition, 
Dr. Cuffey will have a spring 2018 class on the 
same subject, which will enhance the trip.  Any-
one is welcome to join the trip or take the class.  

A few brochures and itinerary detail will be 
available on the information table next to the 
Hospitality Desk in Friendship Center.  Cost 
of the trip is $3,500 per person.  For more 
information, please contact Susan Hinesly at 
359-6479 or cuhinesly@comcast.net.  Sever-
al women who have previously gone to Israel 
(several multiple times and one has gone 12 
times!) are planning to join this tour, all said the 
trip was a life changing experience and worth 
every penny.



August 16-31, 2017

Congregational Life of FUMC

GOING INTO THE HOSPITAL?
If you are scheduled by your 

physician to be hospitalized, please 
indicate “Champaign First United 
Methodist Church” on your admission 
form.

Privacy guidelines will not allow 
hospitals to notify the Church without 
your permission.  If you can, call us be-
fore you are admitted, or have a family 
member or friend let us know.  

We don’t want to miss you when 
we visit.        
     Rev. Tom & Rev. Jerry

Hospitalized in the past two 
weeks:  Carol Bond, Tom Fred-
rickson, Joyce Hast, Sylvia Her-
zog, and Deborah Schaudt.

      Hospital Report

NEXT 
Messenger Deadline,

August 3, 2017
published on August 10

     Articles may be submitted by  
e-mail to:  

 bberner@champaignfumc.org
or brought to the Church. 

16 Jason & MaryBess Gordon
16 Elmer & Sharon Lash
16 Jasper & Anne McKenney
17 Brandon & Lori Kauffmann
18 Carlyle & Judy Johnson
19 John & Betty Alsop
22 Aaron & Kristine Brown
23 Carter & Donna Jones
26 Jim & Melanie Paul
29 Rodney & Shelly Kuykendall

16 Don Gerber
16 Virginia Lawler
17 Sarah Butt
17 Leah Fields
17 Donna Huls
17 Nancy Nichols
17 Elizabeth Rients
17 Kristin Wise
18 Riley Berner
18 John Jones
19 Matthew Bodony
20 David Frerichs
20 Olivia Geis
21 Bennie Barham
21 Layla Chapman

21 Sara Chapman
21 Maleah Morrow
22 Nicholas Cravens
22 Martha Finney
22 Frances Good
22 Tim Morrow
22 Vernell Myers
24 Barb Alsup
25 Carolyn Schaefer
26 John North
26 Monica Rose
27 Tim Bachman
27 Helen Hites
27 John McKay
28 Rob Beldon
28 Kyle Robeson
29 Sue Bachman
29 Teresa Ford
29 Liam Patterson
29 Allison Perry
29 Ann Tate
29 Ray Wiggs
31 Anna Benson
31 Steve Burgener
31 Mirabelle Hershenson
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If you have a need for 
prayer, please call the 
Church Office at 356-9078.



       

Church Calendar 

Congregational Life of FUMC

 Worship Attendance

Sunday, July 16, 2017
   9:00...........................69
 11:00.........................105
         Total.................174

Sunday, July 23, 2017
   9:00...........................62
 11:00.........................105
         Total.................167

Thursday, July 27
8:00 Quilters
10:00 Minds in Motion
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team

Sunday, July 30
Backpack Sunday
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
11:00 Classic Worship

Monday, July 31
8:00 Quilters

Tuesday, August 1
10:30 Staff Meeting
11:45 WCG Leadership Team
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1
7:15 Worship Ministry Team

Wednesday, August 2
2:00 Youth Pool Day
6:30 First Wednesday Prayer
6:30 High School Bible Study
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

Thursday, August 3
8:00 Quilters
8:30 Messenger Deadline
6:30 Christian Formation Team
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team

Sunday, August 6
Communion
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
11:00 Classic Worship

Monday, August 7
Building Closed

Saturday, August 19
10:00 Brunch with Connie Wieck

Sunday, August 20
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
11:00 Classic Worship

Monday, August 21
8:00 Quilters
5:15 Board of Trustees

Tuesday, August 22
9:30 Program Staff Meeting
11:45 WCG Leadership Team
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1

Wednesday, August 23
8:30 Messenger Assembly
4:30 UMW Fundraising 
 Committee
6:30 High School Bible Study
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

Thursday, August 24
8:00 Quilters
5:30 Local Outreach
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team
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Tuesday, August 8
Building Closed

Wednesday, August 9
6:30 High School Bible Study
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

Thursday, August 10
8:00 Quilters
8:30 Messenger Assembly
5:00 Austin’s Place Fundraiser
 at Portillo’s
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team

Friday, August 11
3:00 Middle School Bible Study &
 Ice Cream in the Park

Saturday, August 12
5:30 Music Picnic

Sunday, August 13
ASP Sunday
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
11:00 Classic Worship
4:30 LIFT (Leading in Faith
 Together)

Monday, August 14
8:00 Quilters
6:00 National/Global Missions
7:00 Staff-Parish Relations
 Committee

Tuesday, August 15
10:30 Staff Meeting
11:45 WCG Leadership Team
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1

Wednesday, August 16
6:30 High School Bible Study
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

Thursday, August 17
8:00 Quilters
8:30 Messenger Deadline
5:00 Fellowship Committee
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team



First United Methodist Church Ministry Team

Rev. Tom Corum, Directing Pastor                     tcorum@champaignfumc.org
Rev. Jerry Nichols, Visiting Pastor  jgnlikesww2airplanes@yahoo.com 
Meredith Garreau, Dir. of Youth, Adult, & Family Ministries
        meredith@champaignfumc.org
Barbara Zachow, Dir. of Music & Worship                   bzachow@comcast.net
John Jones, Business Manager           jjones@champaignfumc.org
Emily Hortin, Business Office Assistant
Laura Hendricksen, Child Care Ctr. Dir.    lhendricksen@champaignfumc.org
Sharon Johnson, Administrative Ass’t              sjohnson@champaignfumc.org
Bonnie Berner, Dir. of Communications            bberner@champaignfumc.org
Ray Wiggs, Organist                        rewiggs@gmail.com 
Mara Boehm, ARK Coordinator         peacefuldance@att.net
Jason Mack, Building Manager               jmack@champaignfumc.org
Terry McClellan, Weekday Morning Custodian
Tim Valentine, Weekday Evening Custodian
Scott Ervin, Weekend Custodian

The Messenger is a bi-weekly newsletter for members and friends of 
First United Methodist Church, Champaign, IL. 

 For more information, please call the Church Office at (217) 356-
9078.  Nonmember subscription rate $20.00 per year

(or can be found at no cost at www.champaignfumc.org).

Every Sunday morning:  8:15 a.m.-Coffee Connections; 
9:00 a.m.-Perceptions Worship; 10:00 a.m.-Sunday School (during 
the school year); 11:00 a.m.-Classic Worship.  Child care for infants 
through age 10 is available from 8:45-12:15.

July 30, 2017
8th Sunday after Pentecost

Backpack Sunday
9:00 a.m. Perceptions Worship

11:00 a.m. Classic Worship

Sermon:
“Stories from the Inside:  What I Did for Love”

Scripture:  
Genesis 29:15-28; Psalm 105:1-11, 45b

Rev. Tom Corum, preaching

August 6, 2017
9th Sunday after Pentecost

Communion
9:00 a.m. Perceptions Worship

11:00 a.m. Classic Worship

Sermon:  
“Stories from the Inside:  Blessing”

Scripture:
Genesis 32:22-31; Psalm 17:1-7, 15

Rev. Tom Corum, preaching

First United Methodist Church
210 W Church Street
Champaign IL  61820
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