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The Mission of First United Methodist Church is to:
	 •					CONNECT	people	with	God	and	one	another
	 •					GROW	as	disciples	of	Jesus	Christ
	 •					SERVE	others.
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Sometimes We Need to Begin Again
   During my devotional reading 
this morning I discovered it.  After 
forty years of reading the Bible, I 
saw it for the first time.  
   The fact that the opening of 
John’s gospel (“In the beginning 
was the Word…”) is a reflection of 
the opening words of Genesis (“In 
the beginning when God created 
the heavens and the earth…”) 
was old news to me.  It is well 
accepted that John took his cue 
from the ancient Old Testament 
writer, as if to say, Here is a be-
ginning every bit as remarkable 
and significant as the very begin-
ning—almost as though the whole 
story could begin right there.  In 
fact, John tells us that Jesus, 
whose story he is about to con-
vey, is the very Word of God that 
has been from the very beginning.
   However, as I was directed this 
morning to the opening chapter of 
Mark’s gospel, there it was again:  
“The beginning of the good news 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”  
   The beginning of the good 
news.  The beginning of the 
audacious claim that God loves 
every person, no exceptions.  The 
beginning of the healing, reconcil-
ing ministry of Jesus of Nazareth.  
The beginning of the proclamation 
that our sins are forgiven.  The 
beginning of the possibility that 
you and I can be so captured by 
the unconditional love and accep-
tance of God, that we can take 
it so deeply to heart, that we will 
become more loving, more

forgiving, more generous, more 
humble, more patient, more kind 
and hospitable and welcoming 
toward others than we ever were 
before.  The beginning of good 
news!
   The season of Advent is the be-
ginning of the church year.  Some 
of us remember that.  Others may 
not have known it.  While as citi-
zens of the world at large we turn 
our calendars to a clean new year 
on January 1, followers of Jesus 
begin a new church year with the 
first words of Advent, the words 
of the prophets, the lighting of 
one candle in anticipation of “the 
light of all people,” the “true light, 
which enlightens everyone,” the 
light which “shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it.” (John 1)  
   Sometimes we need to begin 
again.  Now and again we need a 
reminder that there was not mere-
ly one beginning, but rather there 
can be a new one.
   A few weeks ago I was listening 
to an interview with Pete Souza, 
the Chief Official White House 
Photographer for Presidents Rea-
gan and Obama.  Asked which 
of his photos was his favorite, 
he replied, “Probably the one I’m 
going to take tomorrow.”
   I took it to mean he is always 
striving for a better photo.  In a 
broader sense, isn’t that what is 
true at best for all of us—that we 
anticipate what we might become 
and what we may yet do as mo-

tivation to keep moving forward 
rather than believing that who 
we have been and what we have 
done is all there shall be?
   The apostle Paul wrote with 
regard to knowing Christ fully, 
“Not that I have already obtained 
this or have already reached the 
goal; but I press on to make it my 
own, because Christ Jesus has 
made me his own.  Beloved, I do 
not consider that I have made 
it my own; but this one thing I 
do:  forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on toward the goal 
for the prize of the heavenly call 
of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippi-
ans 3:12-14)
   In the same letter, Paul encour-
aged the Christians at Philippi 
(and also us) by saying, “I am 
confident of this, that the one who 
began a good work among you 
will bring it to completion by the 
day of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 
1:6)
   Sometimes we need to begin 
again.  Sometimes we need to 
wait.  Sometimes we need to 
watch.  Sometimes we need to 
take a(nother) first step in faith.
   May our waiting and watching 
together for the world’s Savior 
and Lord bring some kind of new 
beginning to you and to all the 
earth.
   
With Anticipation,
Rev. Tom Corum
Directing Pastor
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GIVING THANKS

THRU OUR GIFTS

ALTERNATIVE
GIVING

21st Year Serving
Our Congregation

A Season To Be Grateful

“If we do not share what we
have been given, then the gift

was never truly received.  
Every gift given is meant to

be passed along.”

CARRIE GRESS
Taken from Nudging Conversions

Advent Recitals & Lunches

Recitals begin at 12:00 noon on Wednesdays in 
December.  Join us for the half-hour concert and 
lunch on December 6, 13, and 20.  Jonathan Young, 
Director of Music at First Presbyterian Church in 
Urbana, is playing on December 3; Yohei Endo, 
Director of Music at McKinley Presbyterian Church, 
is playing on December 13, and our own Ray Wiggs 
is playing on December 20.  Bring your sack lunch 
or order a box lunch ($9.00) from the church, (217) 
356-9078 by noon on Tuesdays.  Come and join in 
hearing some wonderful organ music!

Choral Union Concert

Choral Union will be presenting a choral concert on 
Monday evening, December 11, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
FUMC sanctuary.  This choral concert will feature a 
variety of music, including Franz Schubert’s Magni-
ficat, carols, standard choral pieces, and songs of 
the season.  Choral Union is a community chorus 
directed by Barbara Zachow and accompanied by 
Sunny Choo.  Special guests will be FUMC’s very 
own Chancel Ringers!  Come and join in an evening 
filled with beautiful music.
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ARK Staff Vacancies

FUMC is seeking to fill several vacancies as soon 
as possible in the ARK (Accepting Responsibility for 
Kids) Ministry staff.  Primary duties under the direc-
tion of the ARK Coordinator, and in her/his absence 
the Director of Youth, Adult, and Family Ministries 
include, but are not limited to:

1) 3 or more Sundays per month (8:15 a.m. - 12:15 
p.m.) providing child care for preschool children 
through elementary age children
2) Lead or assist other ARK staff in activities for the 
children in the care of ARK
3) Attend "Children's Moments" during 9 a.m. Per-
ceptions and 11 a.m. Classic worship services in the 
sanctuary with children in the care of ARK
4) Suggest and/or contribute, in consultation with 
ARK Coordinator (in her/his absence the Director of 
Youth, Adult, and Family Ministries), age-appropriate 
activities for children in the care of ARK.

Required education, knowledge, skills, and abilities 
include but are not limited to:

1) Experience in child care provision required with a 
minimum of a high school diploma. College credit or 
Undergraduate degree in this area a plus.
2) Exhibiting Christ-like patience and love for children 
in the care of ARK.
3) Moral Standards and ethics as represented by and 
in keeping with the Christian ideas.
4) Strong interpersonal skills.
5) Excellent personal demeanor.
6) Excellent attendance and punctuality.

Salary $9.00 per hour

Inquiries or applications (cover letter, résumé, three 
references with contact information) can be sent to 
sprc@champaignfumc.org.

 

Saturday, December 16
9:00 - 10:30 a.m.

So many signs of Christmas! We 
see them everywhere! Our days 
are full of craziness, And not 
much time to spare. Each day 
we stop and ponder… did I have 
breakfast? Hmmmm I wonder? 
But never fear, we’ll make it 
here!  Come and join us for some 
holiday fun!

We will enjoy breakfast, crafts, a visit from 
Santa and more!  Thank you to the Bachman 
Wesley Covenant Group as they are volun-
teering to help this year!!!  RSVP to Bonnie 
by emailing bberner@champaignfumc.org or 
calling 356-9078 by December 14.

Please join us on Sunday, December 17, at 
10:00 a.m. for our Las Posadas celebration in 
the gym!  We will learn about how Mary and 
Joseph were turned away by the inn and how 
Jesus was born in a manger.

We will have treats and hot drinks, and the 
children can break piñatas and dress up as part 
of the manger.

K-5th Grade Sunday School and 6th-12th 
Grade Sunday School will attend Las Posadas 
for Sunday School that day.
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2018 Flower Calendar

Thank you for your generous gift of flowers for our 
Sunday worship services.  If you would like to assist 
in providing flowers, please sign up on the flower 
calendar for 2018 on the bulletin board across from 
the Church Office.

Thank you, 
Teryl Pigott
217-621-2744
terylpigott@gmail.com

Hello Connecting Hearts Visitors!

Sunday, December 10, is Poinsettia Sunday.  You are 
welcome to take a poinsettia to your care receiver 
after 2nd service on that Sunday.  

There will be a Christmas stocking labeled with your 
name on it on the counter in the Conference Room as 
well.  It will be ready on the same day for easy pick-
up. 

Enjoy delivering, visiting, and spreading Christmas 
cheer during this beautiful season.

Merry Christmas,
Marcia Carlier

Director of Lay Ministries and
Community Outreach Start Date

In the last edition of The Messenger, the Staff-Parish 
Relations Committee announced the hiring of John 
Christopher Brown as Director of Lay Ministries and 
Community Outreach, effective December 4.  Since 
that time, John has encountered a medical issue that 
requires attention and necessitates a delay in the 
start of employment until around January 1.  Thank 
you for your understanding and for your continued 
prayers for John and for a smooth, though slightly 
delayed, transition for him and for FUMC.

Sunday, December 24
Fourth Sunday of Advent:

The Gift of Joy
“Advent Incarnation”
Luke 1:26-38, 46b-55; 

ONE MORNING SERVICE
10:00 a.m. 

Christmas Eve
The Gift of a Savior
“Christmas from the
Edge of Our Seats”

Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96;
Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20

Holy Communion, Carols, and 
Candlelight at all services

30-minute organ recital precedes each service

4:00 p.m. Worship
7:00 p.m. Worship
11:00 p.m. Worship

Sunday, December 31
New Year’s Eve Day

ONE WORSHIP SERVICE
10:00 a.m. in the sanctuary

2018
Sunday, January 7, 2018

Epiphany
Regular Worship Schedule Resumes

9:00 a.m.: Perceptions Worship
10:00 a.m.: Sunday School
11:00 a.m.: Classic Worship
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To Our Guests and Visitors . . .

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Cham-
paign.  We are honored that you have chosen to 
worship with us, and we invite you to visit the Hospi-
tality desk in the Friendship Center, adjacent to the 
Sanctuary.  Or you can visit us on our website, 
www.champaignfumc.org, to learn more about the 
many opportunities for worship, study, fellowship, 
and service available through the ministries of our 
congregation.

How do I become a member…?

If you are considering membership in the congrega-
tion of First United Methodist Church, you are invited 
to attend an orientation group:  “Connecting@First.” 
This is an opportunity to learn more about the minis-
tries of the Church. 

If you would like to register for the next group, 
please contact Sharon Johnson, Administrative 
Assistant to the Directing Pastor, sjohnson@cham-
paignfumc.org, or 356-9078.

UMW Executive Board will meet on Wednes-
day, December 6, at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference 
Room.

UMW Installation of Officers/Advent Program 
will be on Wednesday, December 6, at 2:00 p.m. 
in Friendship Center North.

Dorcas Circle will meet on Wednesday, 
December 13, at 6:30 p.m. in Friendship Center 
North.  The program will be Christmas Music 
presented by a select group of the Centennial 
High School Expressions Choir.  The pro-
gram will begin at 6:45 p.m.  Please bring a 
non-perishable item for the Food Pantry.  Guests 
are welcome.

Sarah Circle will meet on Monday, December 
18, at JoAnn Schlueter’s home.  JoAnn will lead 
the program.

Stock the Food Pantry Early & Often

First United Methodist Church members are encour-
aged to bring non-perishable items to the church on 
the first Sunday of each month to stock our food pan-
try. These items are used by the volunteers to provide 
food for the families in need. 

Especially needed are:  ketchup, canned tuna, 
canned chicken, applesauce, mayonnaise, sugar, 
flour, peanut butter, and jelly.  Of course, monetary 
donations are always appreciated. 



Youth News
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Coming Events:

Sunday, December 10, 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. - Youth 
Group Christmas Party - Join us for our third annual 
Progressive Dinner!  We’ll meet at the church at 5:00 
p.m.; then we will drive to three different houses for 
appetizers, an entrée, and desserts!  We’ll also be 
playing games at our last stop, so make sure to bring 
an odd gift for White Elephant!!

Saturday, December 16, 7:00 p.m. - 10:30 p.m. 
- Gingerbread, Ornaments, and Movies - Come 
to Meredith’s apartment for gingerbread house con-
structing, ornament making, and a Christmas movie 
marathon!  We’ll have festive snacks and celebrate 
the Christmas season!

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. - High School 
Bible Study - Our high school Bible study meets on 
Wednesdays at Panera on Kirby from 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 
p.m.!  Study the Bible and grab dinner while you get to 
spend time with friends! 

Sundays, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. - Youth Group - 
Our middle school and high school youth meet every 
Sunday evening at the church!  Come join us for an 
evening of activities, fellowship, and fun!  We meet in 
the youth room and dinner is provided.

A few weeks ago, we had middle schoolers re-
write the Lord’s Prayer in their own words in Youth 
Group.  It was interesting to hear how slang took 
over some of the older language and how some 
of it stayed the same.  Afterwards, we discussed 
which of their prayers sounded the most like 
different Biblical translations of the prayer.  For 
example, one youth’s prayer sounded like the NIV 
and King James Bible combined.  One sounded 
like it could have been straight from the Message 
translation. Some sounded like other combinations 
and some sounded like none at all!

Sometimes the Bible seems difficult to compre-
hend.  It’s typically not written the way we speak 
or write today.  However, when we take the time to 
look at a passage and put it in our own words, we 
can begin to understand parts of it that may add to 
our life in ways we don’t even know yet.

Meredith
meredith@champaignfumc.org
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Our individual	mission is 
where our talents/gifts

meet the needs
of our neighborhood, 

our community, 
our nation, 

or the world.

New Programs Bolster 
Enrollment

at Africa University

Africa University is preparing to launch eight 
new degree programs over the next 18 
months to tap skills deficits in Africa’s labor 
market and attract working professionals.

The new programs offer undergraduate and 
graduate qualifications in areas such as 
Mathematics, Public Health, Counseling, 
Educational Technology, and Gender and 
Cultural Studies.

There are 256 graduate students enrolled 
this year, compared to 112 in 2016.  As of 
mid-September, the total enrollment across 
all colleges and program delivery options 
was 1498 students from 25 African countries.  
Women represent 51.7 percent of the total 
enrollment.

from The Acacia (Africa University Newslet-
ter), Sept. - Oct. 2017 issue

UPDATE	from	MUTARE
November 2017

Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and 
produced a crop, some multiplying thirty, sixty and 

a hundred times.        Mark 4:8

Greetings from the Valley of Dreams at Old Mutare, Africa Univer-
sity!  One of the mottoes of Africa University is “Investing in Africa’s 
Future”.

Zimbabwe recently experienced great uncertainty after the army 
demanded that 93-year President Mugabe step down. He did, and 
the new President Mnangagwa has been sworn in.

We are confident that, like the seed sown on good ground, the 
investments made in Africa University will continue to be secure, 
just as they have been during other times of political and economic 
turmoil. Thank you to all who have been praying for us, for AU and 
for Zimbabwe. Rest assured that we are well and safe, and people 
are hopeful for the ‘New Zimbabwe’.

Investing in our students
Jane:  Recently we joined the teams of students and staff who feed 
into some of the local churches on Africa University Sunday, and 
share encouraging news of how Africa University is enabling many 
young people to provide new leadership, new vision and new ener-
gy in their churches, schools, businesses, and communities.

As we invest in the lives of our young people on campus – and off, 
we are truly investing in the future of a whole continent.

(Larry)- I am really happy about my classes; my first-year class is 
the largest I’ve ever had. Many are frequent reminders of the gen-
erosity of those who have helped with gifts to the Scholarship fund.  
Thanks to those who have made those investments!

During this holiday season, when so many are struggling, hurting 
and affected by floods and shooting incidents, may you experience 
joy as we celebrate Jesus’ birth!  As always, thank you for your 
support, love, cards, prayers, thoughts, and emails!

Yours and His,
Larry and Jane Kies

(This is an excerpt from Larry and Jane Kies’s newsletter.  You may 
read the entire letter on the National/Global bulletin board.)

An early investment, 
AU graduate (and
former Intensive
English student)
Mande Muyombo
earlier this year

was elected
bishop in his

home country of
DRC (Congo).
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Your purchases will help keep someone warm!
Ten Thousand Villages, a retailer of beautiful and handcrafted fair trade items, 

has partnered with Austin’s Place, the only winter 
emergency shelter for homeless women in Champaign-Urbana. 

Up to 20% of net sales made during this special time will benefit women in need by 
providing a respectful and restful sleeping space during the coldest months of the year.

Join the fun! And thank you for buying gifts that will keep on giving!

Baby, It’s Cold Outside !
Come on in to 

Friday, December 8  
4-8 pm only

105 N. Walnut in Champaign

AAn Emergency Shelter for Homeless Women
ustin’s Place

Prayers	for	Austin’s	Place

Wednesday, December 13
11:00-11:30 a.m.
6:30-7:00 p.m.

First United Methodist Church
210 W Church

Downtown Champaign

Come and join us in a time
of prayer

as we prepare for
our 11th season of shelter.

Drivers Needed

Austin’s Place is in need of drivers this year.  It is 
easy; we pick up our guests.  Driving times are at 
8 p.m. and 7 a.m. the following morning.  You are 
done by 7:15 a.m.  I am looking for people to drive 
two shifts a month, if possible.

Each night our guests are screened at Courage 
Connection (west of Presence Hospital).  We pick 
them up at 8 p.m. and transport them to our church.  
We return the next morning at 7 a.m. to transport 
them to the Transportation Center (bus & train sta-
tion on University Ave).  

Overnight hosts are also needed.  Please ask your 
friends and co-workers to assist us.

For more information on driving, please contact 
Susan Hinesly, 359-6479 or cuhinesly@comcast.net 
(please put Austin’s Place in the subject line).

Thanks for making a positive difference in the lives 
of women in need!
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2017 Year-End Giving

Key dates and times to be sure your gift is included 
in 2017:

Deliver your gift to the church office by noon on 
Friday, December 29 [the building will close at noon 
that day].

Place your offering in the plate during worship 
service on Sunday, December 31, one service at 
10:00 a.m.

An envelope mailed with a postmark date no later 
than December 31, 2017.  You might consider a Fri-
day mail date of December 29, since the Post Office 
does not deliver mail on Sunday.

An electronic giving transaction initiated before 
December 31, 2017.

2018 Offering Envelopes

If you would like a supply of offering envelopes for 
2018, they are available now in the Church Office.  
We have weekly sets (52 envelopes) and monthly 
sets (12 envelopes).  The envelopes are dated but 
not pre-numbered.  

Total Receipts 685,826.12$          
Total Payments 666,372.94$          
Net 19,453.18$             

John K. Jones Neil Fotzler
Business Admin Church Treasurer

Champaign FUMC
Operating Fund Status

 November 30, 2017

Thank you for your gifts as we
connect, grow, and serve



January 1-15, 2018

Congregational Life of FUMC

GOING INTO THE HOSPITAL?
If you are scheduled by your 

physician to be hospitalized, please 
indicate “Champaign First United 
Methodist Church” on your admission 
form.

Privacy guidelines will not allow 
hospitals to notify the Church without 
your permission.  If you can, call us be-
fore you are admitted, or have a family 
member or friend let us know.  

We don’t want to miss you when 
we visit.        
     Rev. Tom & Rev. Jerry

Hospitalized in the past two 
weeks:  Bob Adams, Margrete 
Ekstam, Ed McCartney, Kyle 
Robeson, and Berenice Spiegel.

      Hospital Report

NEXT 
Messenger Deadline,

January 4, 2018
published on January 10

     Articles may be submitted by  
e-mail to:  

 bberner@champaignfumc.org
or brought to the Church. 

1 Larry & Julie Booth
2 Bob & Barb Cicone
3 Donald & Cheryl Bullock
3 Kenny & Karen Wood
10 Harris & Sunny Choo
13 Tom & Emily Hershenson

1 Tim Burgener
1 Bill Pigott
3 Donald Bullock
3 Jessica Mattingly
4 Eloise Asherman
4 Brooklyn Kauffmann
4 Marcus Lawson
4 Elena Tompkins
4 Eric Wildhagen
5 Linda Boehm
5 Judy Oldham
6 Mara Boehm
7 John (Drew) Weldon

8 Quinn Murphy
8 Melanie Paul
8 Steve Poole
9 Rachel Fields
11 Bob Adams
11 Angie Brix
11 Carla Hadler
12 Isaac Bodony
12 Millie Sims
13 Susan Beaulin
13 Dee Dee Hines
13 Keith Kesler
13 Kenneth Kesler
14 Nancy Nash
14 Sara Thompson
14 Charles Vaughn
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If you have a need for 
prayer, please call the 
Church Office at 356-9078.

Deaths

Our sympathy and prayers are 
extended to the family of Earl 
McKinley, who passed away on 
November 10, 2017; to Bruce and 
Terry Benson and family at the 
passing of Bruce’s mother, Vir-
ginia Benson, on November 14, 
2017, in San Jose, California; and 
to Frances Good and family at 
the passing of Frances’ husband, 
Terry, on November 15, 2017.

Do YOU need a ride
to 11:00 Sunday Morning

Worship Service?

We want you here to 
worship!!  Call 352-6943, 
and let Al Boehm know of 
your need.  He will be happy 
to assist you.



       

Church Calendar 

Congregational Life of FUMC

 Worship Attendance

Sunday, November 26, 2017
   9:00..........................102
 11:00..........................117
         Total..................219

Sunday, December 3, 2017
   9:00...........................89
 11:00.........................132
         Total.................221

Thursday, December 7
8:00 Quilters
6:30 Christian Formation Team
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team

Friday, December 8
10:00 Poinsettias Setup
11:30 NDFL Christmas Luncheon

Sunday, December 10
Poinsettia Sunday
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
10:00 Sunday School
10:40 Kids Choir Rehearsal
10:40 Youth Music Rehearsal
11:00 Classic Worship
11:00 Kids Choir & Youth
 Music in Classic Worship
5:00 Youth Group Christmas
 Party
7:00 BACH Board

Monday, December 11
8:00 Quilters
6:30 Cub Scout Pack 11
7:00 Choral Union Concert
7:00 Confirmation Class

Tuesday, December 12
9:30 Program Staff Meeting
11:45 WCG Leadership Team
6:00 Chancel Ringers
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1
7:00 Staff-Parish Relations
 Committee

Wednesday, December 13
11:00 Prayers for Austin’s Place
12:00 Advent Recital
12:30 Advent Lunch
1:30 NDFL Committee
6:30 Dorcas Circle
6:30 Prayers for Austin’s Place
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

Thursday, December 21
8:00 Quilters
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team
7:45 Austin’s Place

Friday, December 22
7:45 Austin’s Place

Saturday, December 23
7:45 Austin’s Place

Sunday, December 24
Christmas Eve
9:15 Coffee Connections
9:45 ARK Child Care
10:00 Worship Service
12:00 Worship Visuals
3:30 Organ Recital
4:00 Candlelight & Communion
 Service
6:30 Organ Recital
7:00 Candlelight & Communion
 Service
7:45 Austin’s Place
10:30 Organ Recital
11:00 Candlelight & Communion
 Service

Monday, December 25
Christmas - Building Closed
7:45 Austin’s Place
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Thursday, December 14
8:00 Quilters
10:00 Minds in Motion
5:30 Local Outreach
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team
7:00 Wrapped in His Love

Friday, December 15
7:45 Austins’ Place

Saturday, December 16
9:00 Santa Breakfast
9:30 Major Music Rehearsal
7:00 Youth Gingerbread House/
 Ornament Making/Christ- 
 mas Movie
7:45 Austin’s Place

Sunday, December 17
Major Music Sunday
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
10:00 Las Posadas
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Classic Worship
7:45 Austin’s Place

Monday, December 18
8:00 Quilters
5:15 Board of Trustees
6:30 Cub Scout Pack 11
7:00 Confirmation Class
7:00 Sarah Circle
7:45 Austin’s Place

Tuesday, December 19
10:30 Staff Meeting
11:45 WCG Leadership Team
6:00 Chancel Ringers
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1
7:45 Austin’s Place

Wednesday, December 20
12:00 Advent Recital
12:30 Advent Lunch
7:30 Venturing Crew 1
7:45 Austin’s Place



First United Methodist Church Ministry Team

Rev. Tom Corum, Directing Pastor                     tcorum@champaignfumc.org
Rev. Jerry Nichols, Visiting Pastor  
John Christopher Brown, Dir. of Lay Ministries & Community Outreach
Meredith Garreau, Dir. of Youth, Adult, & Family Ministries
        meredith@champaignfumc.org
Barbara Zachow, Dir. of Music & Worship                   bzachow@comcast.net
John Jones, Business Manager           jjones@champaignfumc.org
Emily Hortin, Business Office Assistant
Laura Hendricksen, Child Care Ctr. Dir.    lhendricksen@champaignfumc.org
Sharon Johnson, Administrative Ass’t              sjohnson@champaignfumc.org
Bonnie Berner, Dir. of Communications            bberner@champaignfumc.org
Ray Wiggs, Organist                        rewiggs@gmail.com 
Mara Boehm, ARK Coordinator         peacefuldance@att.net
Jason Mack, Building Manager               jmack@champaignfumc.org
Terry McClellan, Weekday Morning Custodian
Tim Valentine, Weekday Evening Custodian
Scott Ervin, Weekend Custodian

The Messenger is a bi-weekly newsletter for members and friends of 
First United Methodist Church, Champaign, IL. 

 For more information, please call the Church Office at (217) 356-
9078.  Nonmember subscription rate $20.00 per year

(or can be found at no cost at www.champaignfumc.org).

Every Sunday morning:  8:15 a.m.-Coffee Connections; 
9:00 a.m.-Perceptions Worship; 10:00 a.m.-Sunday School (during 
the school year); 11:00 a.m.-Classic Worship.  Child care for infants 
through age 10 is available from 8:45-12:15.

December 10, 2017
2nd Sunday of Advent

Poinsettia Sunday
9:00 a.m. Perceptions Worship

10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Classic Worship

Sermon:  
“Advent Comfort”

Scripture:  
Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13

Rev. Tom Corum, preaching

December 17, 2017
3rd Sunday of Advent
Major Music Sunday

9:00 a.m. Perceptions Worship
10:00 a.m. Las Posadas & Sunday School

11:00 a.m. Classic Worship

A Service of Lessons and Carols will be presented by the 
Chancel Choir, Chancel Ringers, and Orchestra at both 
worship services.  Join us in a joyful celebration of the 
anticipation of the coming of Christ.

First United Methodist Church
210 W Church Street
Champaign IL  61820
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