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The Mission of First United Methodist Church is to:
	 •					CONNECT	people	with	God	and	one	another
	 •					GROW	as	disciples	of	Jesus	Christ
	 •					SERVE	others.

                     November 15, 2017

God’s Banquet Hall—Some More
    Prior to Consecration Sunday, 
I shared both in this space and 
from the pulpit the dream of a full 
banquet hall (see Matthew 22:8-
10).  I shared also my belief that 
invitation, welcome, and grace are 
at the heart of the Christian faith, 
because they are at the heart of 
who God is.
   As always, it was a treat to join 
together in our brunch and lunch 
in the Fellowship Hall on Conse-
cration Sunday, October 22.  It is 
always so apparent to me what a 
great time everyone is having eat-
ing and visiting around the tables.
   The next Sunday evening, Octo-
ber 29, our parking lot and various 
spaces inside our building were 
abuzz with the sounds of people 
who had gathered for our Trunk-
or-Treat and Community Meal.
   Trunks galore, as well as two 
fire trucks from the Champaign 
Fire Department, greeted cos-
tumed kids of all sizes and their 
families.
   Pumpkin bowling was a hit 
downstairs in the hallway between 
the kitchen and the youth room.  
I have to admit, I enjoyed rolling 
the pumpkin myself in an effort to 
knock down the paper towel “pins” 
and then watching the smiles on 
the faces of the others who did 
the same. 
   Not a peep could be heard in 
the Friendship Center North as 
“It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie 
Brown” was the featured film of

the evening, captivating young 
and old alike.
   Halloween Bingo was a new 
addition this year and it was a 
smashing success.  Again, a mix 
of young and old enjoyed filling 
their bingo cards and winning 
prizes.
   Meanwhile, a steady stream of 
guests filed through the food line 
for sloppy joes, hot dogs, chips, 
carrots, and desserts.  
   Last year’s estimated atten-
dance was 300 or more.  This 
year we prepared even more 
food and we still ran out.  In other 
words, we think we had an even 
bigger crowd!
   Watching the smiles and listen-
ing to all the conversations around 
the tables was amazing.  One 
child said, “We all get to sit togeth-
er tonight!”
   Written prayer requests were 
also received.  Prayers were 
requested for marriages, children, 
guidance, financial freedom, 
stress relief, families, removal 
of hurt and rage from the heart, 
health, and an engagement.  
Prayers also were requested for 
people by name.  We lifted up all 
of these prayers on November 1 
at First Wednesday Prayer.
   I cannot begin to thank all our 
volunteers enough, or Ruth Moore 
who coordinated the whole event.  
It looked to me as if every person 
who helped out was having a 
great time and was caught up in 

the spirit of connecting with and 
serving others.  Thank you!
   So…it’s time to think and pray 
about what’s next.  There’s a 
world out there that needs prayer, 
hope, connection, food—and ulti-
mately, the grace that only Jesus 
can provide.  What will we do?
   We’ve been talking about plac-
ing a prayer request box some-
where outside the building.  The 
fact that so many people trusted 
us with their prayer requests says 
something about what they see 
in us.
   Conversations have been heard 
about households that struggle 
to make ends meet, especial-
ly at the end of the month, and 
whether a monthly meal could 
be provided by FUMC or through 
a combined effort of downtown 
churches.
   What I know is God is calling, 
and there is something more for 
us to do.  
   “Then (the king) said…, ‘The 
wedding is ready…  Go therefore 
into the main streets, and invite 
everyone you find to the wedding 
banquet.’  (They) went out into 
the streets and gathered all whom 
they found, both good and bad; 
so the wedding hall was filled with 
guests.” (Matthew 22:8-10)

Be encouraged!
Rev. Tom Corum
Directing Pastor
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GIVING THANKS

THRU OUR GIFTS

ALTERNATIVE
GIVING

21st Year Serving
Our Congregation

A Season To Be Grateful

John Christopher Brown to 
Become Director of Lay Ministries 

and Community Outreach

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee is pleased to 
announce that John Christopher Brown has been 
offered and has accepted the position of Director 
of Lay Ministries and Community Outreach.  John 
will be introduced to the congregation on Sunday, 
December 3, and his first official day will be Monday, 
December 4.  John will be moving to Champaign 
from Jackson, Mississippi, and brings experience 
from the worlds of law, church, and volunteering.  He 
is excited about coming here, and we are excited 
about welcoming him.  This position combines the 
Director of Lay Ministries (familiar!) with the Director 
of Community Outreach (brand new/unfamiliar!), and 
represents yet another forward movement in the im-
plementation of FUMC's vision.  Thank you for your 
continuing prayers for this important process and 
transition.  God is leading us in a faithful direction!

Planting of Luke Miller’s 
Memorial Tree

The date has been set for the planting of Luke 
Miller's memorial tree and also the placing of the 
plaque with the tree.  Please come to Eisner Park 
on Church Street in Champaign on Saturday, 
December 2, at 11:00 a.m.  If the weather is bad 
another date will be picked.  Please come as we 
celebrate Luke's life with this tree planting and with 
the plaque. 

Thanks,
Shirley Maryan

It’s Time to Begin Planning for Advent!

If you are interested in assisting with lighting the 
Advent candles during either the 9:00 or 11:00 ser-
vice on any of the following Sundays, contact Barbara 
Zachow at 540-553-14631, bzachow@comcast.net, or 
call the church office at 356-9078.  Advent 1: Decem-
ber 3; Advent 2: December 10; Advent 3: December 
17; Advent 4: December 24 (one service at 10:00).
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Ornaments were distributed at both worship 
services on Sunday, November 12, and will be 
on the tree in Friendship Center South during 
the month of November.  Please return your 
unwrapped gift with the ornament label 
attached on Sunday, November 26, at the 
Giving Tree Service at 10:00 a.m.  There is no 
Sunday School that day so that we may join 
together for the Giving Tree Service in Friend-
ship Center.  Giving Tree Gift Donations are for 
children and youth at Cunningham Children’s 
Home and Chaddock plus the guests of Austin’s 
Place Emergency Shelter for Women.  Thank 
you for having your donations to the church by 
November 26.  This gives each ministry time to 
prepare for the many who will be receiving your 
gifts.

Meredith Hecker 
meredith@champaignfumc.org

ARK Staff Vacancies

FUMC is seeking to fill several vacancies as soon 
as possible in the ARK (Accepting Responsibility for 
Kids) Ministry staff.  Primary duties under the direc-
tion of the ARK Coordinator, and in her/his absence 
the Director of Youth, Adult, and Family Ministries 
include, but are not limited to:

1) 3 or more Sundays per month (8:15 a.m. - 12:15 
p.m.) providing child care for preschool children 
through elementary age children
2) Lead or assist other ARK staff in activities for the 
children in the care of ARK
3) Attend "Children's Moments" during 9 a.m. Per-
ceptions and 11 a.m. Classic worship services in the 
sanctuary with children in the care of ARK
4) Suggest and/or contribute, in consultation with 
ARK Coordinator (in her/his absence the Director of 
Youth, Adult, and Family Ministries), age-appropriate 
activities for children in the care of ARK.

Required education, knowledge, skills, and abilities 
include but are not limited to:

1) Experience in child care provision required with a 
minimum of a high school diploma. College credit or 
Undergraduate degree in this area a plus.
2) Exhibiting Christ-like patience and love for children 
in the care of ARK.
3) Moral Standards and ethics as represented by and 
in keeping with the Christian ideas.
4) Strong interpersonal skills.
5) Excellent personal demeanor.
6) Excellent attendance and punctuality.

Salary $9.00 per hour

Inquiries or applications (cover letter, résumé, three 
references with contact information) can be sent to 
sprc@champaignfumc.org.

Sunday, December 3, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

This church-wide event will be loads of fun for all!  
We will be doing a craft to decorate the church 
for Christmas and be making sun catchers for the 
residents of Eden Supportive Living.  Later, we 
will be headed to Eden Supportive Living to carol 
beloved tunes of the season.  Finally, we will have 
hot chocolate and cookies back at the church!  Be 
sure to join us!
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Appalachia Mission Trip

Helping to Provide Affordable 
Housing for a Low-Income Family

It was a wonderful time of the year to be in Ken-
tucky helping build a house for a single mother 
and her three daughters.  This year’s team of five 
worked inside a recently framed house.  Working 
alongside the Housing Development Alliance, Inc. 
carpenters we did much of the prep work prior to 
the electrical, plumbing, and dry wall contractors 
coming in.  We also worked outside  building a 
deck and putting up vinyl siding.  We are always 
looking for more folks to join us in these fall trips 
to Appalachia.  Halloween in Hazard was definite-
ly a treat!

left to right:  Ronnie (HDA carpenter), Greg Wal-
ters, John Doll, Jerry Doll, Hillary Veitch, Anthony 
(HDA carpenter), Larry Corum

It’s Time to Order Poinsettias!

Orders must be received by 
Monday, December 4.

Please submit the order form below with payment 
of $10 per plant to the church office or place in the 
offertory plate.  The poinsettias should be picked up 
after the 11 a.m. service on Sunday, December 10, so 
you can have them for Christmas (a perfect gift).    

May our poinsettias help us to remember the true joy 
of Christmas!
   
Name(s) for bulletin 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________
      
 in honor of 

________________________________________

________________________________________
       
   in memory of 

________________________________________

________________________________________
 
           
____  will pick up     ____ deliver to shut-in or 
    nursing home
     
No. of poinsettias ordered _____       

Amount enclosed $_______  
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To Our Guests and Visitors . . .

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Cham-
paign.  We are honored that you have chosen to 
worship with us, and we invite you to visit the Hospi-
tality desk in the Friendship Center, adjacent to the 
Sanctuary.  Or you can visit us on our website, 
www.champaignfumc.org, to learn more about the 
many opportunities for worship, study, fellowship, 
and service available through the ministries of our 
congregation.

How do I become a member…?

If you are considering membership in the congrega-
tion of First United Methodist Church, you are invited 
to attend an orientation group:  “Connecting@First.” 
This is an opportunity to learn more about the minis-
tries of the Church. 

If you would like to register for the next group, 
please contact Sharon Johnson, Administrative 
Assistant to the Directing Pastor, sjohnson@cham-
paignfumc.org, or 356-9078.

Sarah Circle will meet on Monday, November 
20, at 7:00 p.m. at Susan Veitch’s home.  
Trudy Walters will lead the program.

UMW Executive Board will meet on Wednes-
day, December 6, at 9:30 a.m. in the Confer-
ence Room.

UMW Installation of Officers/Advent Pro-
gram will be on Wednesday, December 6, at 
2:00 p.m. in Friendship Center North.

Dorcas Circle will meet on Wednesday, 
December 13, at 6:30 p.m. in Friendship Center 
North.  Hostesses will be Diane Weible and Bev 
Lewman.

Stock the Food Pantry Early & Often

First United Methodist Church members are encour-
aged to bring non-perishable items to the church on 
the first Sunday of each month to stock our food pan-
try. These items are used by the volunteers to provide 
food for the families in need. 

Especially needed are:  mustard, canned chicken, 
juice boxes, spaghetti noodles, and spaghetti sauce.  
Of course, monetary donations are always appreciat-
ed. 

NDFL Christmas Luncheon

NDFL (New Designs For Living) will hold its annual 
catered Christmas luncheon on Friday, December 
8, in Friendship Center.  Featured will be our 
traditional “Turkey & Dressing” meal with all the 
trimmings, including pie for dessert.  Watch for 
details.



Youth News
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Coming Events:

Saturday, November 18, 6:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. 
- Star Wars Movie Marathon - Meet at Meredith’s 
apartment for a Star Wars Movie Marathon!  We’ll get 
ready for the new movie coming out in December by 
watching the last two movies before (chronologically), 
chowing down on snacks, and hanging out! 

Sunday, November 26 - No Youth Group

Sunday, December 3, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. - Deck 
the Halls - Come join us for our all-church event!!  
We’ll decorate areas of the church for Christmas, go 
Christmas caroling, and return to the church for hot 
chocolate and cookies!

Saturday, December 16, 7:00 p.m. - 10:30 p.m. 
- Gingerbread, Ornaments, and Movies - Come 
to Meredith’s apartment for gingerbread house con-
structing, ornament making, and a Christmas movie 
marathon!  We’ll have festive snacks and celebrate 
the Christmas season!

Sunday, December 10, 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. - Youth 
Group Christmas Party - Join us for our third annual 
Progressive Dinner!  We’ll meet at the church at 5:00 
p.m.; then we will drive to three different houses for 
appetizers, an entrée, and desserts!  We’ll also be 
playing games at our last stop, so make sure to bring 
an odd gift for White Elephant!!

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. - High School 
Bible Study - Our high school Bible study meets on 
Wednesdays at Panera on Kirby from 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 
p.m.!  Study the Bible and grab dinner while you get to 
spend time with friends! 

Sundays, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. - Youth Group - 
Our middle school and high school youth meet every 
Sunday evening at the church!  Come join us for an 
evening of activities, fellowship, and fun!  We meet in 
the youth room and dinner is provided.

A few weeks ago, the youth participated in the 
Community Meal/Trunk or Treat event!  We 
showed up at the church (many of us in costume) 
and decorated the back of the van to hand out can-
dy.  Some of us also did face painting along with 
the Confirmation class. Afterwards, we enjoyed the 
events going on in the church and then headed 
over to my apartment for a Halloween Party. We 
watched Monsters Inc., ate a lot of food, played 
board games, and honestly just talked a lot.  All in 
all, it was a great night of Fellowship with the whole 
church. We already can’t wait until next year!

Meredith
meredith@champaignfumc.org

A shark and Jiggly-Puff handing out candy.

Fun at the Halloween Party

A unicorn, Beanie Baby, and a blind mouse facepainting!
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Help Put Smiles on Faces
for Christmas

Volunteer to help put together empty tomb’s Christ-
mas GiveAway on Dec. 7, 8, and 9.  On Dec. 7 (5-7 
p.m.) you are needed to help set up the toys, dolls, 
games, etc.  And/or on Dec. 8 you can help parents/
guardians select gifts for their children.  And/or on 
Dec. 9 you can help children select gifts for their 
parents/guardians.  

If you can help on any one or all of these days, 
please contact empty tomb at 356-2262 or 
adminsec@emptytomb.org.  Other ways to volunteer 
would be to assist with cleanup on Dec. 8 at 4 p.m. 
or Dec. 9 at 3 p.m. or donate several dozen cookies 
or a gallon of lemonade or apple juice or donate toys 
(new or gently used, especially boys’ sport balls) 
by Dec. 4 or help put together baskets for parents/
guardians.  There’s something for everyone to do!

Our individual	mission is 
where our talents/gifts

meet the needs
of our neighborhood, 

our community, 
our nation, 

or the world.

Singers Welcome!

Chancel Choir is beginning preparations for Major 
Music Sunday on December 17.  Singers are always 
welcome!  Even if you cannot make a long term com-
mitment to Chancel Choir, you are welcome to join in 
preparing this special Sunday.  Rehearsals are from 
7:00-8:15 p.m. on Wednesday nights in the Adult 
Choir Room.  Contact Barbara Zachow for more 
information (bzachow@comcast.net).  Hope to see 
you singing soon!

Grounds for Growth is a mini-business that works 
to recycle used coffee grounds and lightly used 
soap to form a re-purposed bar of soap and scrub 
that is sold for a profit for the residents of Resto-
ration Urban Ministries (RUM).  The goal of the 
project is to have RUM participants benefit from the 
soap and scrub business financially, understand 
entrepreneurship, and learn from a curriculum 
taught alongside the soap-making classes.  This 
is overseen by U/I students through the Illinois 
Enactus group (go to www.illinoisenactus.com 
or groundsfor- growth@illinoisenactus.org).  On 
Sunday, December 3, between 9:30 and 11:30 
a.m. bars of soap and bottles of scrub produced 
by RUM participants will be on sale in Friendship 
Center at a cost of $5 each. 

Grounds for Growth

Clothing for Released Prisoners
from Danville Correctional Center

We certainly appreciate the enthusiastic response 
of those who have given good used men’s clothing 
for inmates who are being released from the Dan-
ville Correctional Center.

A labeled box will remain in the Resource Room 
until Sunday, December 3, for all sizes of men’s 
jeans, pants, shirts, jackets, plain tee shirts, and 
washable sweaters – (no belts or hangers).  There 
is a special need for large sizes. 

Sunday, December 3, is the deadline for the fall 
donations. 

Thank you for your help,
Corum/Jones Wesley Covenant Group



December 16-31, 2017

Congregational Life of FUMC

GOING INTO THE HOSPITAL?
If you are scheduled by your 

physician to be hospitalized, please 
indicate “Champaign First United 
Methodist Church” on your admission 
form.

Privacy guidelines will not allow 
hospitals to notify the Church without 
your permission.  If you can, call us be-
fore you are admitted, or have a family 
member or friend let us know.  

We don’t want to miss you when 
we visit.        
     Rev. Tom & Rev. Jerry

Hospitalized in the past two 
weeks:  Irene Swank.

      Hospital Report

NEXT 
Messenger Deadline,

November 30, 2017
published on December 6

     Articles may be submitted by  
e-mail to:  

 bberner@champaignfumc.org
or brought to the Church. 

17 Keith & Teresa Ford
18 Bill & Betty Walker
19 Rick & Barb Alsup
22 John & Sandi Jones
23 Ted & Shirlie Beach
23 David & Diane Weible
26 Mike & Donna Reed
27 Neil & Linda Fotzler
27 Bill & Teryl Pigott
28 Andy & Julie Bequette
28 Al & Linda Boehm
28 Dave & Kathy Reineke
28 Jim & Marie Till
29 Jim & Diana Elder
29 Tim & Susan Morrow
30 John & Kyle Curtis
31 Joe Murphy & Kim Collins

16 Tiffany Hand
16 Dick Kelley
17 Bruce Benson
17 Collin Carlier
17 Doris Colbert
19 Wes Curtis
19 Nancy Parkhill
19 Anthony Pendleton
21 Kim Collins
21 Maxwell Proctor
22 Rick Alsup
22 John Miceli
22 Evie Rice
22 Peggy Schneider

23 Holly Andersen
24 Nancy Wagner
25 Grant Morenz
26 Joe Murphy
27 Donna Worner
28 Larry Buhrmester
28 Evelyn Luckett
29 Sandy Pinter
29 Deborah Stewart
30 Laura Bargmann
30 Beth Cupps
30 Joni Roberts
31 Neil Fotzler
31 Ethan Simmons
31 Bridgette Thompson
31 Jason Vogelbaugh
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If you have a need for 
prayer, please call the 
Church Office at 356-9078.

Do YOU need a ride
to 11:00 Sunday Morning

Worship Service?

We want you here to 
worship!!  Call 352-6943, 
and let Al Boehm know of 
your need.  He will be happy 
to assist you.



       

Church Calendar 

Congregational Life of FUMC

 Worship Attendance

Sunday, November 5, 2017
   9:00...........................89
 11:00.........................139
         Total..................228

Sunday, November 12, 2017
   9:00...........................82
 11:00.........................112
         Total.................194

Thursday, November 16
8:00 Quilters
10:00 Minds in Motion
5:00 Fellowship Committee
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team
7:00 Wrapped in His Love

Friday, November 17
1:00 Audit Committee

Saturday, November 18
6:00 Youth Star Wars Movie
 Marathon

Sunday, November 19
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Classic Worship
4:00 Kids Choir
5:00 Youth Music
6:00 Youth Group

Monday, November 20
8:00 Quilters
5:15 Board of Trustees
6:30 Cub Scout Pack 11
6:30 National/Global Missions
7:00 Choral Union
7:00 Sarah Circle

Tuesday, November 21
10:30 Staff Meeting
11:45 WCG Leadership Team
6:00 Chancel Ringers
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1

Wednesday, November 22
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

Thursday, November 23
Thanksgiving - Building Closed

Friday, November 24
Building Closed

Monday, December 4
8:00 Quilters
5:30 Austin’s Place Committee
6:30 Austin’s Place Training
6:30 Cub Scout Pack 11
7:00 Choral Union
7:00 Confirmation

Tuesday, December 5
10:30 Staff Meeting
11:45 WCG Leadership Team
3:30 Christmas Stockings
 Packing
6:00 Chancel Ringers
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1
7:15 Worship Ministry Team

Wednesday, December 6
8:30 Messenger Assembly
9:30 UMW Executive Board
2:00 UMW Installation of 
 Officers/Advent Program
6:30 First Wednesday Prayer
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

Thursday, December 7
8:00 Quilters
6:30 Christian Formation Team
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team

Friday, December 8
11:30 NDFL Christmas Luncheon
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Sunday, November 26
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
10:00 Giving Tree Service
11:00 Classic Worship

Monday, November 27
8:00 Quilters
6:30 Cub Scout Pack 11
7:00 Choral Union
7:00 Confirmation

Tuesday, November 28
9:30 Program Staff Meeting
11:45 WCG Leadership Team
6:00 Chancel Ringers
7:00 Boy Scout Troop #1

Wednesday, November 29
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

Thursday, November 30
8:00 Quilters
8:30 Messenger Deadline
10:00 Minds in Motion
6:00 Charge Conference
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team
7:00 Wrapped in His Love

Friday, December 1
5:00 Cub Scout Pack 11 Lock-in

Saturday, December 2
11:00 Luke Miller’s Memorial Tree

Sunday, December 3
Communion
8:15 Coffee Connections
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Classic Worship
4:00 Kids Choir
4:00 Youth Music
5:30 Deck the Halls
6:00 Youth Group



First United Methodist Church Ministry Team

Rev. Tom Corum, Directing Pastor                     tcorum@champaignfumc.org
Rev. Jerry Nichols, Visiting Pastor  jgnlikesww2airplanes@yahoo.com 
Meredith Garreau, Dir. of Youth, Adult, & Family Ministries
        meredith@champaignfumc.org
Barbara Zachow, Dir. of Music & Worship                   bzachow@comcast.net
John Jones, Business Manager           jjones@champaignfumc.org
Emily Hortin, Business Office Assistant
Laura Hendricksen, Child Care Ctr. Dir.    lhendricksen@champaignfumc.org
Sharon Johnson, Administrative Ass’t              sjohnson@champaignfumc.org
Bonnie Berner, Dir. of Communications            bberner@champaignfumc.org
Ray Wiggs, Organist                        rewiggs@gmail.com 
Mara Boehm, ARK Coordinator         peacefuldance@att.net
Jason Mack, Building Manager               jmack@champaignfumc.org
Terry McClellan, Weekday Morning Custodian
Tim Valentine, Weekday Evening Custodian
Scott Ervin, Weekend Custodian

The Messenger is a bi-weekly newsletter for members and friends of 
First United Methodist Church, Champaign, IL. 

 For more information, please call the Church Office at (217) 356-
9078.  Nonmember subscription rate $20.00 per year

(or can be found at no cost at www.champaignfumc.org).

Every Sunday morning:  8:15 a.m.-Coffee Connections; 
9:00 a.m.-Perceptions Worship; 10:00 a.m.-Sunday School (during 
the school year); 11:00 a.m.-Classic Worship.  Child care for infants 
through age 10 is available from 8:45-12:15.

November 19, 2017
24th Sunday after Pentecost

9:00 a.m. Perceptions Worship
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Classic Worship

Sermon:  
“How to Have More Faith”

Scripture:  
Matthew 25:14-30

Rev. Tom Corum, preaching

November 26, 2017
Reign of Christ Sunday

United Methodist Student Day
9:00 a.m. Perceptions Worship
10:00 a.m. Giving Tree Service

11:00 a.m. Classic Worship
Sermon:  

“How to Be on Jesus’ Side”
Scripture:

Matthew 25:31-46
Rev. Tom Corum, preaching

First United Methodist Church
210 W Church Street
Champaign IL  61820
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