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The Mission of First United Methodist Church, Champaign is:
	 •					To	introduce	all	persons	to	Jesus	in	loving	ways
	 •					To	grow	as	disciples	through	Wesley	Covenant	Groups
	 •					To	relieve	suffering.

                        October 5, 2016

What Do You Love to Do?
   Beyond being with your family 
what do you love to do?  Take a 
moment to think about it.  Bring it 
into focus.

   Recently I attended a workshop 
and retreat led by the Rev. Rob 
Voyle, an internationally recog-
nized leader in the use of 
appreciative inquiry in church
settings and the founder and 
Director of the Clergy Leadership 
Institute.  You can learn more 
about appreciative inquiry by
visiting Rob’s website: 
www.appreciativeway.com.  

   Let me tell you about one of the 
exercises we did together at the 
workshop.  First we were to con-
sider the question:  Beyond being 
with your family what do you love 
to do?

   It didn’t take long for me to 
answer the question.  I love to 
read.  A really great day would be 
a day where I would get to read 
as much as possible.  That’s what 
I said when we went around the 
table and answered the question.

    Then came the follow-up ques-
tion:  What is it about what you 
love to do that you deeply value?  
Think about this until you find 
something that is timeless and 
has intrinsic value.

   I thought again.  I said, “Read-
ing allows me to think deeply 
about life.”  To which Dr. Voyle 
replied, “I imagine, then, that you 
also read your congregation and 
help them to think deeply about 
who they are.”  I thought to my-
self, “Wow!  Yes!  That’s right!”

   What really struck a chord with 
me was when Rob explained 
that when you discover what you 
really love to do, you also have 
discovered the reason you are 
here on this earth.

   Somehow I ended up the 
guinea pig for the next segment.  
I was asked, “If Jesus came to 
you and said ‘either follow me or 
read,’ what would you say?”

   Honestly that was a difficult 
question to answer.  I want to 
follow but I want to read.  Fortu-
nately, I was encouraged to think 
about following in a new way.  
That is, Jesus doesn’t ask for 
one or the other.  When he called 
fishermen to follow, he didn’t ask 
which it was going to be.  Rather, 
he invited them to fish for people.

   In my case, Jesus is saying 
something along the lines of, 
“Follow me, and we will read and 
think deeply about life together.”

   So what is it for you?  

   Dr. Voyle suggests that if 
you want to discover what your 
church’s mission is in the commu-
nity, gather them together and ask 
them these questions.  

   That makes sense to me.  I’m 
not exactly sure how to do that, 
but then perhaps that is what we 
have done in our visioning con-
versations over the last few years.  
We have discovered that we 
love to connect, grow, and serve.  
Maybe we could learn even more 
about how we are called to be 
in mission with our community if 
we talked about these questions 
even more.

   I do know this.  Doing what we 
don’t love drains us of energy.  
Doing what we do love gives us 
more energy.

   And I do believe God has work 
for us to do in downtown Cham-
paign that will grow organically 
out of what we love to do, both 
individually and corporately.

   Let’s keep thinking about what 
we love to do as we begin to live 
into God’s vision for us as First 
United Methodist Church.

Faithfully yours,
Rev. Tom Corum
Directing Pastor
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Consecration Sunday Is Coming October 30, 2016

Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view the money Chris-
tians give to their church merely as a way to pay its bills.  Rather, such congregations see financial contribu-
tions as a way to help people grow spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting their church’s mission 
and ministry with a percentage of their incomes. 

Our congregation’s stewardship committee has selected the Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program as a 
way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in our stewardship education emphasis this 
year. 

Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his or her own 
spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive.  Instead of treating people like mem-
bers of a social club who should pay dues, we will treat people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to give 
unselfishly as an act of discipleship.  Consecration Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and sys-
tematic giving in response to the question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?” 

During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we are asking our attendees and members to make their 
financial commitments to our church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational ministries in First United Meth-
odist Church, our community and around the world. 

Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by attending 
morning worship on Consecration Sunday.  We strongly encourage members to attend one of the services, 
even though you might not feel comfortable completing a card.  The procedure is done in such a way that no 
one feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to pledge at this time. 

We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards.  During morning worship our guest leader, 
the Rev. Mark Myers, will conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, leading to members making their 
commitments as a confidential act of worship. 

We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the Consecration Sunday team and 
supporters.  We will make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend Consecration Sunday 
worship. 

Thank you in advance for your enthusiastic and prayerful participation in our upcoming Consecration Sunday 
events. 

Wes & Laura Curtis
Consecration Co-chairs



       

Sunday School Classes meet at 10:00 a.m.  
All are invited and welcome!

Sunday School for Kindergarten - 5th grade 
meets in Room E in the lower level.

Sunday School for 6th - 12th graders meets in 
Room H in the lower level.

Young/Middle Adult Sunday School Class 
meets in Room F in the lower level.

New Beginnings Adult Sunday School Class 
meets in the Chapel.

Discoverers Adult Sunday School Class 
meets in Room 223.

Hardy’s 
Reindeer 

Ranch
On Saturday, October 15, from 4-7 p.m. children 
aged 3 to 5th grade are invited with their parents, 
friends, and church family to Hardy’s Reindeer 
Ranch, located just outside of Rantoul.  We will 
enjoy traveling through a corn maze, a reindeer 
tour, and a hay ride.  We will also roast hot dogs 
and s’mores on the fire!  Please join us for this 
fun event!  The cost is $10 per person with a $30 
family maximum.  (Checks made out to FUMC 
with BLAST Reindeer Ranch in the memo).  Also, 
please fill out a registration form (located on the 
BLAST table in Friendship Center and the BLAST 
bulletin board in the basement across from the 
kitchen) so we can have a count of all attending 
and place the money and form in Pamela’s mail-
box located in the main office.  However, don’t let 
cost keep you from coming!!!  Simply email Pamela 
Pendleton at ppendleton03@yahoo.com and we 
will provide a free scholarship for you and your 
family to attend this event! 

Save the date!
October 30, 2016

5:30-7:30 pm

Community Meal 
Free food and activities

Come as you are or in costume
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The children at Vacation Bible School packed 
52 boxes for Operation Christmas Child!  They 
included personal notes in each box.  These 
boxes were blessed on July 31.  The boxes will 
be stored until mid-November at which time they 
will be delivered to a local OCC collection site.  
They will then be sent to needy children around 
the world.

Thank you to everyone who donated items and 
money to make this service project possible!  The 
National & Global Missions Ministry Team still 
needs to raise about $165 to pay for shipping of 
these boxes at $7 per box.  Donations for ship-
ping can be made to FUMC and marked "OCC".
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UMW Executive Board will meet on Wednesday, 
October 5, at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room.

Dorcas Circle will meet on Wednesday, October 
12, at 6:30 p.m. in Friendship Center North.  The 
program speaker will be from Courage Connec-
tion.  An offering will be taken.  Sylvia Herzog and 
Sharon Gerber are hostesses.

Save The Date

Join the National & Global Missions Ministry Team 
for a Mission Banquet on Friday, November 4, at 
6:00 p.m.  Our speaker will be Jacques Umembudi, 
a missionary with the Board of Global Ministries of 
The United Methodist Church assigned to the Wings 
of Caring Aviation Ministry in Kinshasa, Democratic 
Republic of Congo.

Preschool Enrollment

The First United Methodist Child Care Center is 
enrolling 4-year-olds for full-day preschool.  We 
encourage children to actively explore the world 
around them, and our goal is to help them develop an 
enjoyment of learning.  Enroll now to help your child 
prepare for a positive transition into kindergarten.  
Call 356-1247 or visit www.fumccc.org to schedule a 
tour and receive more information.

Kentucky Home Build Mission Trip

You may be expecting a report of our house building 
trip to Kentucky.  It was being planned for September 
25-28, but due to several last minute and unexpected 
cancellations we decided to postpone the trip.  The 
new dates for helping the Housing Development Alli-
ance, Inc. build another home for another low income 
family in Eastern Kentucky are October 30–Novem-
ber 2.  If you are interested in serving others through 
this type of mission, you can contact John Doll at 
398-3040 (jandkdoll@yahoo.com) or Ruth Moore at 
church.  The next Messenger article WILL be a report 
about our trip to Hazard, Kentucky.

UMC #GIVINGTUESDAY, November 29
Save The Date

On November 29, United Methodists will come to-
gether to support the work of Advance missionaries 
and projects on UMC #GivingTuesday.  Last year, 
more than 770 Advance missionaries and projects 
received 8,757 gifts through The Advance, the de-
nomination’s designated giving channel. 

The theme for UMC #GivingTuesday 2016 is “Give 
Light, Give Love, Give Life.”  Every day, you give 
God’s light, love, and life through your faithful work, 
prayers, and gifts. 

This year, consider supporting a project that is 
working in an area you care most about.  Gifts 
made through The Advance make a tangible differ-
ence in the lives of those we serve.  Also, look out 
for more information and resources coming soon at 
www.umcgivingtuesday.org. 



       

2016 & 2017 Flower Calendars
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The 2016 and the 2017 Flower 
Calendars are posted on the 
bulletin board across from the 
Church Office.  If you would like 
to honor or memorialize some-
one, please sign up now.  Ques-
tions - contact Melanie Paul at 
352-5973. 

Stock the Food Pantry Early & Often

First United Methodist Church members are encour-
aged to bring non-perishable foods to the church 
on the first Sunday of each month to stock our own 
food pantry. These foods are used by the volunteers 
to provide food for the families in need. 

There is a strong need for monetary donations 
currently. 

To Our Guests and Visitors . . .

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of 
Champaign.  We are honored that you have chosen 
to worship with us, and we invite you to visit the 
Hospitality desk in the Friendship Center, adjacent 
to the Sanctuary.  Or you can visit us on our web-
site, www.champaignfumc.org, to learn more about 
the many opportunities for worship, study, fellow-
ship, and service available through the ministries of 
our congregation.

How do I become a member…?

If you are considering membership in the congre-
gation of First United Methodist Church, you are in-
vited to attend an orientation group:  “Connecting@
First.” This is an opportunity to learn more about the 
ministries of the Church. 

If you would like to register for the next group, 
please contact Sharon Johnson, Administrative 
Assistant to the Directing Pastor, sjohnson@cham-
paignfumc.org, or 356-9078.

Austin’s Place
Flapjack Fundraiser

Applebee’s on Prospect Ave.

October 22, 8-10 a.m.

Tickets will be for sale for $5 
at FUMC on October 9 & 16!

Come eat pancakes to benefit Austin’s Place,
Champaign’s emergency overnight shelter

for women.
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Youth Coming Events

Wednesday, October 5, 6:00-7:30 p.m. - Middle 
School Dinner at Meredith’s - All the middle school-
ers are invited to dinner at Meredith’s house (202 S. 
McKinley Ave, Champaign)!  We’ll eat, get to know 
each other better, and have fun!  RSVP by calling or 
texting 217-369-1841 by October 3!

Sunday, October 16, 4:30-8:30 p.m. - Hardy’s Rein-
deer Ranch - We’re heading out to Hardy’s Reindeer 
Ranch!  Come participate in the hay ride, cookout, 
maze, and go karts!  Cost is $10 a person. We will 
meet at the church at 4:30 p.m. and arrive back at the 
church at 8:30 p.m.  If you would like to join us as a 
parent volunteer, we would also love to have you at 
this event.  Please let me know if you will be attending 
by Sunday, October 9, so that I can have an accurate 
headcount for Hardy’s!

Monday, October 31 - ASP $50 Deposit Due

Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. - High School Bible 
Study - Our high school Bible study meets on Wednes-
days at Panera on Kirby from 6:30-7:30 p.m.!  Study 
the Bible and grab dinner while you get to spend time 
with friends! 

Sundays, 6:00-8:00 p.m. - Youth Group- Our mid-
dle school and high school youth meet every Sunday 
evening at the church!  Come join us for an evening of 
activities, fellowship, and fun!  We meet in the youth 
room and dinner is provided.

“Then he prayed, ‘O Lord, God of my master 
Abraham, give me success today, and show 

kindness to my master Abraham.’”
Genesis 24:12

Heavenly Father, I pray for success in all I do.  
Guide me in everything.  Show me where I have 
proceeded with something without first inquiring of 
You.  Enable me to understand Your measure of 
success and not try to impose my own.  My goal is 
to serve You, knowing that any success I have will 
be achieved only by walking perfectly in Your will.  
Only if success comes from You can it be enjoyed.

-- Stormie Omartian’s, A Little Book of Powerful 
Prayers, p 9.

A Prayer For Success

Coming Soon - to a Sanctuary 
near you!

Instrumental Ensemble in Worship:
November 13, 2016

Rehearsals:  2:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. in Choir Room
October 23
October 30
November 6

All who have previous band or orchestra instrumen-
tal experience welcome.

All ages welcome!

More details will follow soon.

Contact Carlyle Johnson or Barbara Zachow with 
questions!

Global Mission Fellow applications are now avail-
able online through March 3, 2017.  Global Mission 
Fellows are faith-filled young adults, 20-30 years 
old, who have a passion for service, care about 
justice, and are committed to serve for two years.  
To learn more, go to http://www.umcmission.org/
Get-Involved/Generation-Transformation/Global-Mis-
sion-Fellows/Fellows.

Global Mission Fellow
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Do YOU need a ride
to 11:00 Sunday Morning

Worship Service?

We want you here to worship!!  
Call 352-6943, and let Al Boehm 
know of your need.  He will be 
happy to assist you.

A-TISKET, A-TASKET!  IT’S ALL ABOUT GIFT BASKETS!

Bazaar in a Jar and Gift Baskets Too, the annual fall event to raise funds to support the mission work of 
United Methodist Women, features a stunning array of themed gift baskets.  This year’s bazaar will be held on 
November 11 and 12.

Here’s how YOU—men, women, teens, families, Wesley Covenant Groups, Ministry Teams, Sunday School 
Classes—can help:
 •   First, come up with an idea for a theme (For suggestions, see the list on the UMW easel in 
     Friendship Center)
 •   Then, gather new or very, very gently used items for a basket and place them in a plastic bag 
     (one bag per gift basket)
 •   We try to price our baskets between $15 and $35, so keep that in mind as you choose what to 
     include. 
 •   Please note:  We cannot accept random items!  Everything you donate must relate to a theme 
     (e.g. baking, bath and skin care, family game night, etc.)
 •   Leave the bags in the large container that has been placed in Room A (Lower Level) ANYTIME, but 
     no later than November 3.

We'll take it from there!  UMW members will assemble the items you donate, provide baskets, decorate them, 
and display them for sale at our bazaar.  For more information, contact Karen Wood (356-8312; kwood717@
att.net).

Here’s more good news:  If you don’t have time to shop, but you would still like to help out, consider giving a 
monetary donation to Sandy Pinter, Sharon Johnson, Sue Bachman, Carol Bond, Karen Wood, or Paula Char-
ter.  We’ll be happy to shop for you!

One more thing:  Donations of EXTRA LARGE empty baskets are also needed.  Leave them in Room A any 
time before November 3.  By the way, in recent years we’ve used flower pots, pasta bowls, fancy trays, and 
cake pans as attractive containers for gift items!

NDFL (New Designs for Living)

October NDFL will be on Wednesday, October 26.  
We will meet at the church at 10:30 a.m. and go to 
the Staerkel Planetarium at Parkland College for an 
11:00 a.m. production of their new full-dome show, 
"Solar Superstorms."  Cost for seniors is $4.  After 
the show we will have lunch at Monical's on Mattis.  
We should be back at the church no later than 2:30.   
Sign-up will be on Sundays, October 16 and 23, in 
the Friendship Center.   



November 1-15, 2016

Congregational Life of FUMC

GOING INTO THE HOSPITAL?
If you are scheduled by your 

physician to be hospitalized, please 
indicate “Champaign First United 
Methodist Church” on your admission 
form.

Privacy guidelines will not allow 
hospitals to notify the Church without 
your permission.  If you can, call us be-
fore you are admitted, or have a family 
member or friend let us know.  

We don’t want to miss you when 
we visit.        
     Rev. Tom & Rev. Jerry

Hospitalized in the past two 
weeks:  Frank Bernhart, Jim Gan-
naway, John Jones, and JoAnn 
Schlueter.

      Hospital Report
Our sympathy and prayers are 
extended to Dean and Kim Robe-
son Schwenk and family at the 
passing of Dean’s mother, Mar-
garet Schwenk, on September 
21, 2016; and to the family and 
friends of Dorothy Rae, who 
passed away on September 29, 
2016, in Chicago.

NEXT 
Messenger Deadline,

October 13, 2016
published on October 19

     Articles may be submitted by  
e-mail to:  

 bberner@champaignfumc.org
or brought to the Church. 

1 David & Linda Frerichs
2 Charles Heinbach & Angela
  Brown

1 Ian Burgerner
1 Mason Spear
2 Robert Rowe
3 Isabel Charter
3 Linda Fotzler
4 Mark Rayburn
4 Donald Swank
5 Joe Berbaum
6 Joseph Hecker
6 Clare Stanhope
7 Lori Palmer
8 Joyce Hast

9 Ray Boudreau
9 Barb Cicone
9 Kimberly Fotzler
9 Camille MacRae
9 Jeanne Woolen
10 Anthony Cicone
11 Derek Iversen
11 Stephen Wattnem
12 Dick Clark
14 Betty Fredrickson
15 Sharon Gerber
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Deaths

If you have a need for 
prayer, please call the 
Church Office at 356-9078.

Door Code Change

The door code changed on Mon-
day, October 3.  Please come to 
the church office to pick up a card 
with the new code.



       

Church Calendar 

Congregational Life of FUMC

  Worship Attendance

Sunday, September 25, 2016
   9:00............................82
 11:00...........................116
         Total...................198

Sunday, October 2, 2016
   9:00.............................96
 11:00...........................146
         Total...................242

Thursday, October 6
7:00 MMDC Work Day
8:00 Quilters
10:00 Minds in Motion
6:30 Christian Formation Team
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team
7:00 Wrapped in His Love

Friday, October 7
3:30 Mission Banquet Sub-
 committee

Sunday, October 9
3rd Grade Bible Presentation
8:15 Coffee Fellowship
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
9:55 Walters/Doll/Lyman WCG
10:00 Sunday School
10:30 Chancel Choir
11:00 Classic Worship
3:00 WCG Leaders
4:00 Kids Choir
4:30 LIFT
5:00 Youth Music
6:00 Jones/Corum WCG
6:00 Youth Group

Monday, October 10
8:00 Quilters
1:00 Goller WCG
5:30 Confirmation Class
7:00 Choral Union
7:00 Staff-Parish Relations
 Committee

Tuesday, October 11
9:30 Program Staff Meeting
11:45 WCG Leadership Team
1:30 Moore WCG
5:00 Nominations
6:00 Chancel Ringers
6:45 BSA Troop #1
7:00 Bachman WCG

Wednesday, October 12
1:30 NDFL Committee
6:30 Beyler WCG
6:30 Dorcas Circle
6:30 High School Bible Study
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00 Mattingly WCG
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

Thursday, October 13
8:00 Quilters
8:30 Messenger Deadline
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team

Sunday, October 16
8:15 Coffee Fellowship
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
9:55 Walters/Doll/Lyman WCG
10:00 Sunday School
10:30 Chancel Choir
11:00 Classic Worship
3:00 WCG Leaders
3:30 Youth Music
4:00 Kids Choir
4:30 Youth Group to
 Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch
6:00 Jones/Corum WCG

Monday, October 17
8:00 Quilters
1:00 Goller WCG
5:15 Board of Trustees
6:30 National & Global
 Missions Committee
7:00 Choral Union

Tuesday, October 18
10:30 Staff Meeting
11:45 WCG Leadership Team
1:30 Moore WCG
5:00 Nominations
6:00 Chancel Ringers
6:45 BSA Troop #1
7:00 Bachman WCG

Wednesday, October 19
8:30 Messenger Assembly
6:30 Beyler WCG
6:30 High School Bible Study
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00 Mattingly WCG
7:30 Venturing Crew 1

Thursday, October 20
8:00 Quilters
10:00 Minds in Motion
6:00 Fellowship Committee
6:30 Perceptions Praise Team
7:00 Wrapped in His Love

Saturday, October 22
8:00 Austin’s Place Pancake
 Breakfast Fundraiser
 at Applebee’s

Sunday, October 23
8:15 Coffee Fellowship
8:45 ARK Child Care
9:00 Perceptions Worship
9:55 Walters/Doll/Lyman WCG
10:00 Sunday School
10:30 Chancel Choir
11:00 Classic Worship
12:15 Consecration Sunday 
 Leaders Meeting
2:30 Instrumental Ensemble
3:00 WCG Leaders
4:00 Kids Choir
5:00 Youth Music
6:00 Jones/Corum WCG
6:00 Youth Group
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First United Methodist Church Ministry Team

Rev. Tom Corum, Directing Pastor                     tcorum@champaignfumc.org
Rev. Jerry Nichols, Visiting Pastor  jgnlikesww2airplanes@yahoo.com 
Meredith Hecker, Dir. of Youth, Adult, & Family Ministries
        meredith@champaignfumc.org
Ruth Moore, Dir. of Lay Ministries          ruth@champaignfumc.org
Barbara Zachow, Dir. of Music & Worship                   bzachow@comcast.net
John Jones, Business Manager           jjones@champaignfumc.org
Laura Hendricksen, Child Care Ctr. Dir.    lhendricksen@champaignfumc.org
Sharon Johnson, Administrative Ass’t              sjohnson@champaignfumc.org
Bonnie Berner, Dir. of Communications            bberner@champaignfumc.org
Gayester Rogers, ARK Coordinator            rogersga@champaignschools.org
Ray Wiggs, Organist                        rewiggs@gmail.com 
Pamela Pendleton, BLAST/VBS Coordinator        ppendleton03@yahoo.com
Pam Luhrsen, Parish Nurse       pam.parishnurse@hotmail.com
Jason Mack, Building Manager               jmack@champaignfumc.org
Terry McClellan, Weekday Morning Custodian
Tim Valentine, Weekday Evening Custodian
Scott Ervin, Weekend Custodian

The Messenger is a bi-weekly newsletter for members and friends of 
First United Methodist Church, Champaign, IL. 

 For more information, please call the Church Office at (217) 356-
9078.  Nonmember subscription rate $20.00 per year

(or can be found at no cost at www.champaignfumc.org).

Every Sunday morning:  8:15 a.m.-Coffee Fellowship; 
9:00 a.m.-Perceptions Worship; 10:00 a.m.-Sunday School; 11:00 
a.m.-Classic Worship.  Child care for infants through age 10 is 
available from 8:45-12:15.

October 9, 2016
21st Sunday after Pentecost

3rd Grade Bibles
9:00 a.m. Perceptions Worship

10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Classic Worship

Sermon:
“Gifts and Gratitude”

Scripture:
Luke 17:11-19

Rev. Tom Corum, preaching

October 16, 2016
22nd Sunday after Pentecost

9:00 a.m. Perceptions Worship
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Classic Worship

Sermon:
“What Prayer Does”

Scripture:
Luke 18:1-8

Rev. Tom Corum, preaching

First United Methodist Church
210 W Church Street
Champaign IL  61820
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